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Background

• Annual Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA)       
“Pedestrian Spotlight” Report:

• Provides early look at pedestrian fatality count for previous year 
months before FARS data released in Fall

• Data analysis based on preliminary fatality counts provided by all 
State Highway Safety Offices (SHSOs)

• Report includes some basic analysis of FARS data

• Mathematical adjustments to SHSO raw data and FARS Release 1 
based on historical underreporting inherent in preliminary data

• Minimally-funded, LIMITED research effort 
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Historical Pedestrian Fatality Data: U.S. 1979-2019
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Percent Increase in Number of Traffic Deaths, 2010 to 2019
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First six months of 2020

• GHSA projects 2,957 pedestrian fatalities; closely mirrors number reported for 

first six months of 2019 (2,951). 

• First six months of 2020, however, experienced large drop in VMT due to 

COVID pandemic.

• Thus, on mileage basis, GHSA projects 20% increase in pedestrian fatality rate 

per 1B VMT compared with first half of 2019.

• Larger than any annual percent increase ever recorded since FARS 

established in 1975.
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Pedestrian Fatality 

Counts by State

Jan-June 2019 vs. 2020

- 27 States had 

Increases 
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- 20 States had 

Decreases 

- 3 States had         

No Change
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2019 Pedestrian Fatality Rates per 100K Population
Range from 4.0 in New Mexico to 0.5 in Kansas/Vermont

9

4

3.3 3.3

3.1

2.9

2.5 2.5 2.5
2.4

2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2
2.1

2 2 2 2 2
1.9 1.9

1.8
1.7

1.6 1.6
1.5

1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4
1.3 1.3 1.3

1.2 1.2
1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1

1 1

0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8
0.7 0.7 0.7 0.7

0.5 0.5

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5



Increasing Number of States with Pedestrian Fatality Rates   

≥ 2.0 Per 100,000 Population: 2010-2019  
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Perennial Fatal Pedestrian Crash Factors
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Number of Ped Fatalities by Light Condition, 2010-2019
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Perennial Fatal Pedestrian Crash Factors
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Number of Pedestrians Killed in Single-Vehicle Crashes by 

Vehicle Type, 2019
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Pedestrian Deaths in 10 Largest U.S Cities, 2017-2019
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Multiyear Trends in Ped Fatalities - Maryland Counties
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Source: FARS
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Multiyear Trends in Ped Fatalities – Virginia Counties
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Multiyear Trends in Pedestrian Fatalities - DC
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Source: FARS
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Multiyear Trends in Ped Fatalities – MWCOG Counties + DC
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Source: FARS
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How Can We Reduce Pedestrian Fatalities and Injuries?
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• Engineering
• Speed management
• RFBs, Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons, LPIs
• Refuge islands; Enhanced street lighting
• Vehicle technology (e.g., automatic emergency braking)

• Enforcement
• Impaired and distracted driving; speeding

• Education
• Focus on changing culture and building support for traffic enforcement
• Prioritize underserved populations disproportionately involved in fatal 

pedestrian crashes

• EMS
• Ensure best chance of post-crash survival and equitable treatment
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