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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

November 9th, 2006 

(10:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.)

COG Board Room, 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order & Introductions – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.)

II. Water Quality Protection:  Information & Initiatives –  COG Staff
(10:05 – 10:40 a.m.)

A. Recent Concerns on “Intersex Fish” – Ted Graham
Mr. Graham will summarize recent news accounts on “intersex fish” found in the Potomac River, the hearing convened by Congressman Tom Davis (R-VA) and the perspectives of the water utilities as presented at that hearing.  Mr. Graham will also summarize the COG Board discussion regarding this topic and their resolution.
B. Endocrine Disruptors & Related Issues – Tanya Spano & Tomlyne Malcolm
Ms. Spano will provide an update on an upcoming workshop (Nov. 16th) that COG is co-sponsoring that is a scientific assessment of the state of knowledge regarding endocrine disruptors in the Bay watershed.  She will also provide additional information and planning efforts for the COG-sponsored workshop that is planned for spring 2007 – which will address a broader range of contaminants/pollutants of concern.  That workshop is anticipated to include the participation of a wide range of stakeholders (including members of the Potomac - Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership).

Ms. Spano will outline some initial staff recommendations on what to include in the report being prepared as a response to the COG Board resolution.  These are to be passed on to the CBPC at next week’s meeting.
Ms. Malcolm will then provide a quick overview of some of the background material that has been prepared for WRTC ongoing review of these contaminants/pollutants of concern.
Feedback:  The WRTC members will be asked to provide feedback re: the initial recommendations for the CBPC.  A few volunteers, from the WRTC and/or their staff, will also be asked to participate in a Work Group that will provide input on the draft report and participate in the COG workshop planning effort.  This effort is expected to begin in early December.
III. Green Infrastructure, Sustainable Agriculture & Forestry - COG Staff  
(10:40 – 11:00 a.m.)

· Green Infrastructure – Brian Lecouteur / John Galli
· Sustainable Agriculture/Regional Agriculture Workgroup – John Galli / Ted Graham
· Forestry – Brian Lecouteur
COG staff will provide brief updates on its Green Infrastructure Program-related initiatives and activities including, but not limited to the recent formation of a Regional Agricultural Workgroup, recent agricultural workshops and databases.  This will include the most recent update on the Chesapeake Forest Directive 06-1 from discussions of the Forestry Workgroup meeting held at the Michaux State Forest, PA on October 30th.  
Feedback:
The WRTC members will be asked to identify any questions or concerns that they may have regarding these activities.
  IV.
MDE’s Bay Advisory Committee - Robert Summers, MDE


(11:00 – 11:30 a.m.)
Mr. Summers will present an overview of the Bay Advisory Committee’s current activities, including but not limited to addressing ENR implementation and cost issues at Maryland’s WWTPs.  [Note:  A similar update on Virginia DEQ’s activities is planned for the WRTC’s January meeting.]
Feedback:  The WRTC Members will be asked to identify any questions or concerns that they may have regarding Maryland’s activities.
  V.      Regulatory Updates - WRTC members & COG staff

(11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.)

WRTC members and COG staff will provide brief updates on recent permit and related regulatory activities for their operating agency/jurisdiction that may be of particular interest to the region.

A. Blue Plains’ Wastewater Permit – Walt Bailey, DC-WASA
Mr. Bailey will provide an update on the latest efforts by DC-WASA and EPA, Region III, to negotiate a permit for Blue Plains.

B. Montgomery County Stormwater Permit – Ted Graham for Meo Curtis, Montgomery County
Mr. Graham will provide an update regarding Montgomery County’s permit renewal process.
C. Anacostia River “trash impairment” and TMDL – Ted Graham
Mr. Graham will give an update on the status of the “Trash TMDL” for the Anacostia Watershed, which is likely to set the stage for a broader Potomac Trash TMDL.

D. Others – WRTC members
All WRTC members are encouraged to provide informal updates on their activities as well.

Feedback:
The WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional updates or information they would like to receive.
VI. Working Lunch

(12:15 – 12:30 p.m.) 

VII.      Regional Updates – COG Staff
(12:30 – 12:45 p.m.) 

COG staff will provide brief updates about various water-quality related issues and activities throughout the region.

A. Scott’s Initiative – Heidi Bonnaffon
B. CBP’s Permitting & Point Source Work Group – Tanya Spano
C. CBP’s Growth Projections through 2030: Caps, Trading and Offsets – Ted Graham
Feedback:
The WRTC members will be asked to identify any questions or concerns they may have as well as any other issue that they would like COG to keep them informed on.

VIII.
Around the Room – WRTC Members
(12:45 – 1:00 p.m.)

WRTC Members will be asked to share information about activities of interest at their facilities and within their jurisdictions.

IX.       Adjourn – Uwe Kirste, Chair 
(1:00 p.m.)

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING MEETINGS
2006

· CBPC meeting - November 17th (9:45 – 11:45 a.m.)
2007

· COG Board meeting - January 10th (12:00 – 2:00 p.m.)
· WRTC meeting - January 11th (10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.)

· CBPC meeting - January 19th (9:45 - 11:45 a.m.)
· COG Board meeting - February 14th (12:00 – 2:00 p.m.)
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