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An Update on the 
American Community Survey
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Decennial Census 

In Census 2000, the census used 2 forms

1.“short” form – asked for basic demographic and housing 
information, such as age, sex, race, how many people lived in 
the housing unit, and if the  housing unit was owned or rented 
by the resident

2.“long” form – collected the same information as the short form 
but also collected more in-depth information such as income, 
education, and language spoken at home

Only a small portion of the population, called a
sample, received the long form.
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2010 Census and 
American Community Survey

• 2010 Census will focus on counting the U.S. population

• The sample data are now collected in the ACS

• Puerto Rico is the only U.S. territory where the ACS is 
conducted

• 2010 Census will have a long form for U.S. territories 
such as Guam and U.S. Virgin Islands

• Same “short form” questions on the ACS
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American Community Survey
Content
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American Community Survey 
Methodology
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Mail Telephone Personal Visit



American Community Survey
Group Quarters 

• Place where people live or stay that is normally 
owned or managed by an entity or organization 
providing housing or services for the residents.

• 2 categories of group quarters:
– Institutional
– Non-institutional
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American Community Survey 
Period Estimates

• ACS estimates are period estimates, describing the 
average characteristics over a specified period

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates that describe 
the characteristics of an area on a specific date

• 1-year, 3-year, and 5-year estimates will be released 
for geographic areas that meet specific population 
thresholds



American Community Survey 
Period Estimates

From The Washington Post:

“…were compiled from three years of responses from 
the Census Bureau's American Community Survey, 
which collects information from more than 250,000 
households a month. The recently released data 
cover 2005 to 2007, with information from locations 
with as few as 20,000 residents.”
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American Community Survey 
Data Products Release Schedule

Data Product Population Size Data released in: 
of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-2007 2006-2008 2007-2009 2008-2010 2009-2011
for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-2010 2007-2011
for Data Collected in:

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.
Source: US Census Bureau



MWCOG Members
Virginia

Virginia MWCOG 1-year estimates 3-year estimates
Arlington County
Fairfax County
Loudon County
Prince William County
Alexandria City
Falls Church City
Fairfax City
Manassas City
Manassas Park
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MWCOG Members
Maryland
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Maryland MWCOG 1-year estimates 3-year estimates
Prince George’s County
Montgomery County
Frederick County
Bowie City
College Park City
Frederick City
Gaithersburg City
Greenbelt City
Rockville City 
Tacoma Park City
Bladensburg Town



American Community Survey
2008 Content Changes

• Three new questions
– Health Insurance Coverage
– Veteran’s Service-connected Disability
– Marital History

• Deletion of one question
– Time and main reason for staying at the address

• Changes in some wording and format
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American Community Survey
Data Products

Profiles
– Data Profiles
– Narrative Profiles
– Comparison Profiles
– Selected Population Profiles

Tables
– Detailed Tables and Collapsed Tables
– Subject Tables
– Ranking Tables
– Geographic Comparison Tables

Thematic Maps
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files



Data Products
Comparison Profiles
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Data Products 
Selected Population Profiles



Data Products
Detailed Tables for Quality Measures
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Data Products 
Detailed Tables – Collapsed Version
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Data Products 
Geographic Comparison Tables



Data Products 
Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS)
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PUMS
DataFerrett



DataFerrett

21
http://dataferrett.census.gov/



American Community Survey 
Learning More

• ACS Main Page

• 2007 Data Product Details

• Guidance on Comparing 2007 Data to Other 
Sources

• The ACS Compass Products
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Learning More
ACS Main Page

2323http://www.census.gov/acs/www



Learning More
2007 Data Release

2424http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/



Learning More
2007 Data Product Details

2525http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/users_guide/
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Learning More
Comparison Guidance

• Comparing 2007 ACS to 2006 ACS
– Census Bureau supports comparisons made between 2006 

and 2007 ACS data

• Comparing 2007 ACS to Census 2000
– Differences between the 2007 ACS and Census 2000 

include residence rules, universes, and reference periods.



Learning More
The ACS Compass Products

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/UseData/Compass/compass_series.html



The ACS Compass Products
A Compass for Understanding and Using American Community Survey Data

Released
• General Data Users
• Businesses
• High School Teachers
• Congress
• Federal Agencies
• Media      
• PUMS
• State and Local Governments   

Planned
• Researchers
• Rural  Areas
• American Indian and Alaskan 

Native Populations
• Puerto Rico Community Survey 

(PRCS)



The ACS Compass Products
A Compass for Understanding and Using American Community Survey Data

• Fully scripted PowerPoint presentations
– An Overview of the ACS
– Things that May Affect the Estimates
– Understanding Multiyear Estimates
– Data Products
– Geographic Areas and Concepts
– Introduction to the PUMS files 

• E-learning ACS Tutorial (forthcoming)
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For more information

Subscribe to “ACS Alert”
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Special/Alerts.htm

Visit the ACS/PRCS website:
http://www.census.gov/acs/www

Contact by telephone:
301-763-1405

Contact by email:
acso.users.support@census.gov


