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Fort Collins, Colorado
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Current Population 
170,000 (2019)

Growth Projection

33% increase from 2005 population by 2020

250,000 in 2040

Colorado State University
33,198 students (2016)

Government
Council – Manager 

4 Municipal Utilities
Platte River co-owners 

One of 6 Communities Featured in the 

“Places of Invention” 

Smithsonian Exhibit

Middle of U.S. 

Moderate Politics 



2015 Places of Invention - National Museum of American History - Smithsonian Institute



Context for Sustainability Work
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1999 20152012 2019

City issues its 

first climate 

action 
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Municipal 

Sustainability 

& Adaptation 
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Sustainability 

Service Area 

formed

Environmental Services   

Social Sustainability  

Economic Health  

Climate Action 

Plan adopted

2013

Organizational 

sustainability goals 

established



2030: Our Climate Future
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INCLUDES UPDATES TO:

Climate 

Action Plan

Energy Policy Road to Zero 

Waste Plan

Seeking equitable solutions to achieve energy, zero waste and climate goals



Guiding Theme: Equity
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Mitigation

• Energy

• Transportation

• Waste

Resilience

• Water

• Air Quality

• Extreme Heat

• Wildfire Risk

Equity

• Affordability

• Workforce

• All dimensions of 
diversity, 
including race

Equity = Process and 

outcome both

Process = ensures 

opportunities for all to     

co-create policies, tools 

and programs

Outcome = everyone 

benefits from a carbon 

neutral Fort Collins



8Climate Action Goals

2015 Climate Action Plan and Our Climate Future in 2021

20%
REDUCTION

80%
REDUCTION

2005

2020

2030
2050

CARBON

NEUTRAL

BY 2050

CLIMATE GOALS

Where are we going?



99

Getting to 2020 Goals
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2013 Zero Waste Goals set
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Municipal Sustainability & Adaptation Plan 

Goal 1. We Are Resilient

Goal 2. Our Public Lands Thrive

Goal 3. We Are Water Smart

Goal 4. We Are Zero Waste

Goal 5. We Are Carbon Neutral

Goal 6.  We are a World Class Workplace







Municipal Sources of Waste
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Public Industrial Office



Monthly Data
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We have data



Internal Communication/Education

(office waste)

Engagement Program

Zero Waste Events and Meetings

Surveys

Audits

Mini Grants

Games
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Downtown 
Transfort Waste 

Audit



Michelle Finchum, City of Fort Collins

mfinchum@fcgov.com 



Colorado
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