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Overview 

▪ What do we mean by “estimates?”

▪ What estimates do we produce?

▪ Why do we produce them?

▪ How are they produced?

▪ When are they available?

▪ Where can you find them?

▪ An overview of recent trends in the MWCOG 
region.



What do we mean by “estimates?”

▪ The official measures of population and housing units 
between censuses

▪ Based on the previous decennial census

▪ Produced using administrative records data 

▪ Annual data for all other geographies centered on July 1 as a 
mid-year estimate

▪ Vintage = time series

▪ Entire series revised each year



Table 1. Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2015

Geographic Area
April 1, 2010 Population Estimate (as of July 1)

Census Estimates Base 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

United States 308,745,538 308,758,105 309,346,863 311,718,857 314,102,623 316,427,395 318,907,401 321,418,820

Northeast 55,317,240 55,318,348 55,387,174 55,638,038 55,835,056 56,019,353 56,171,281 56,283,891

Midwest 66,927,001 66,929,897 66,977,505 67,156,488 67,340,231 67,565,788 67,762,069 67,907,403

South 114,555,744 114,562,953 114,862,858 116,080,267 117,331,340 118,487,418 119,795,010 121,182,847

West 71,945,553 71,946,907 72,119,326 72,844,064 73,595,996 74,354,836 75,179,041 76,044,679

Table 1. Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016

Geographic Area

April 1, 2010 Population Estimate (as of July 1)

Census Estimates Base 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

United States 308,745,538 308,758,105 309,348,193 311,663,358 313,998,379 316,204,908 318,563,456 320,896,618 323,127,513

Northeast 55,317,240 55,318,353 55,388,056 55,632,766 55,829,059 55,988,771 56,116,791 56,184,737 56,209,510

Midwest 66,927,001 66,929,825 66,978,602 67,153,331 67,332,320 67,543,948 67,726,368 67,838,387 67,941,429

South 114,555,744 114,563,005 114,863,114 116,061,801 117,299,171 118,424,320 119,696,311 121,039,206 122,319,574

West 71,945,553 71,946,922 72,118,421 72,815,460 73,537,829 74,247,869 75,023,986 75,834,288 76,657,000

What do we mean by “estimates?”

From Vintage 2015

From Vintage 2016



Estimate Type U.S. States

Metro/ 
Micro 

Statistical 
Areas

Counties
Cities and 

Towns
Puerto 

Rico

Puerto 
Rico 

Municipios

Total Resident Population X X X X X X X

Components of Change                                   
(Births, Deaths, Net 
Migration)

X X X X X

Population Characteristics               
(Age, Sex, Race, Hispanic 
Origin)

X X X X X

Monthly Population                      
(Five Universes*)

X

Housing Units X X X

* Resident, Resident Plus Armed Forces Overseas, Civilian, Civilian Noninstitutionalized, Household

What estimates do we produce?



Why do we produce estimates?

▪ Federal mandate (U.S.C. Title 13, Section 181):
▪ “During the intervals between each census of population…the 

Secretary, to the extent feasible, should annually produce and 
publish for each State, county, and local unit of general purpose 
government which has a population of fifty thousand or more, 
current data on total population and population characteristics 
and, to the extent feasible, shall biennially produce and publish 
for other local units of general purpose government current 
data on total population.” 

▪ Data uses
▪ Allocation of federal funds
▪ Program planning for public and private services
▪ Controls for federal surveys

▪ Current Population Survey (CPS)
▪ American Community Survey (ACS)



▪ National, state, and county populations
▪ Cohort-component method

▪ Subcounty population (cities and towns)
▪ Distributive housing unit method

Population 
Base

Births Deaths
Net 

Migration
Population 

Estimate

Household 
Population 

Per 
Housing 

Unit

Housing 
Units

Rake 
Factor 
from 

County 
Controls

Group 
Quarters 

Population

Population 
Estimate

How do we produce population 

estimates?



2010 Census 
Housing 

Units

New Residential 
Construction

New Mobile 
Homes

Housing 
Units Lost

July 1 
Housing Unit 

Estimate

▪ National, state, and county housing units
▪ Housing unit method

How do we produce housing unit 

estimates?



Release Date Product

December 2017/
January 2018

Population totals and components of change; Voting-age 
population (Ages 18+)—Nation, states, Puerto Rico Commonwealth

March 2018 Population totals and components of change—Counties, 

Puerto Rico municipios, metropolitan/micropolitan areas

May 2018 Population totals—Cities and towns (incorporated places, minor civil 

divisions)

Housing unit totals—Nation, states, counties

June 2018 Population by age, sex, race, Hispanic origin—Nation, states, and 

counties; and Puerto Rico Commonwealth and municipios (age and sex only)

When are estimates data available?
Schedule for Vintage 2017 Estimates



Where can you find estimates data?
census.gov/programs-surveys/popest



Where can you find estimates data?



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data



Current estimates data
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Recent Trends in the MWCOG Region
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Estimates & Projections Contacts

▪ Population Estimates Branch
▪ VACANT– (301-763-2385)

▪ Estimates of population and components of change for the United States, 
states, counties, and Puerto Rico; military population and movement; 
group quarters population

▪ Local Government Estimates & Migration Processing Branch
▪ Amel Toukabri, Chief (amel.toukabri@census.gov)

▪ Estimates of population for subcounty places (cities and towns); 
estimates of housing units for the United States, states, and counties; 
domestic migration; estimates challenge program

▪ Net International Migration Branch
▪ Jason Schachter, Chief (jason.p.schachter@census.gov)

▪ Estimates of net international migration

mailto:amel.toukabri@census.gov
mailto:jason.p.schachter@census.gov


Population Estimates & Projections 

Contacts

▪ Population Evaluation, Analysis, & Projections Branch
▪ Jonathan Vespa, Chief (jonathan.vespa@census.gov)

▪ Projections of population and components of change for the United States; 
demographic analysis; estimates evaluation

▪ Coordination, Dissemination, & Outreach Branch
▪ Christine Hartley, Chief (christine.hartley@census.gov)

▪ Catalogue of estimates and projections products; release schedule; website 
questions; special tabulations

▪ Ryan Burson (thomas.r.burson@census.gov), 301-763-3668

mailto:jonathan.vespa@census.gov
mailto:christine.hartley@census.gov
mailto:thomas.r.burson@census.gov


Questions?


