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International 
Code Council 

(ICC) 

• Responsible for development of model codes 
• 3-year development cycle 
• Open to all parties 
• At least 1/3 of each committee is regulators 



International 
Code Council 

(ICC) 
• 15 model codes 
 

• 1 (or more) committees for each code 
 
• Energy is addressed in the International 
Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 

• 1 committee each for resid./commercial 
 
• International Residential Code (IRC) copies 
residential provisions from the IECC 
 

• All codes are coordinated to avoid conflict and 
redundancy 
 

• Result is a well vetted code 
 
 



Energy Codes 
in  

MD, VA and DC 

Maryland: (auto adoption on 3-year cycle) 
• 2012 IECC adopted 
• 2012 IgCC adopted as optional code 
 

Virginia: (3-year cycle ~1-year after ea. edition) 
• 2009 IECC adopted 
• 2012 IECC and IgCC under consideration 
 
DC: (~3-year cycle as authorized by CCCB) 
Residential: 
• 2006 IECC w/ amends =2009 IECC 
• 2012 IECC under consideration 
 
Commercial: 
• 2006 IECC/ASHRAE 90.1-2007 
• 2012 IECC and IgCC under consideration 



Significant 
Changes—

potential issues 

RESIDENTIAL 
 

•Wood frame wall R-value 
• R-20 or R-13+5 ci.  
• 2x6 wall or 2x4 + foam (prescriptively) 
• UA compliance option! (next slide) 
 

• Mandatory duct and envelope tightness testing 
• no more visual inspect option 
• Implementation!! 
 

• Eave baffle 
• in attic where insul installed on ceiling 
• simple low cost options to comply are 
available (foam and cardboard) 
 



UA Alternative using REScheck 

 
 

 

Difference from Prescriptive path: 
1.  R-13 walls w/ no continuous foam insulation 
2.  U-0.30 windows instead of 0.35 
3.  R-50 instead of R-49 attic insulation 
4.  R-12 instead of R-10 continuous insulation on basement walls 

1 
2 

3 
4 

Yes, energy code 
compliance with a 

2x4 wall is still 
possible! 



Attic insulation details (eave baffles) 

 
 

 



Residential Cost Effectiveness of 2012 IECC 

When comparing the 2009 VA Code to the 2012 IECC 

http://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/documents/VirginiaResidentialCostEffectiv
eness.pdf 

Adoption of the 2012 IECC will save homeowners an average of 27% on energy bills! 



The evolution of residential energy codes… 

 
 

 

Free download at: http://www.imt.org/codes/how-energy-codes-make-homes-more-efficient   

http://www.imt.org/codes/how-energy-codes-make-homes-more-efficient�


  Compliance is equally important as adoption!  
 

IMT has 5 best practice case studies for local 
governments. 

Download all 5 case studies for free at: 
http://www.imt.org/codes/code-compliance  

http://www.imt.org/codes/code-compliance�
http://www.imt.org/codes/code-compliance�
http://www.imt.org/codes/code-compliance�


 Thank You  
Ryan Meres 
ryan@imt.org 
@ryanmeres on Twitter 
202-525-2883 ext. 314 
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