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Overview

* Updates to the Air Quality Conformity Input Table and the Scope of Work
* Updates to the Project Summary Table
 Summary of Public Comments

 Why did we seek comments?

* How did we seek comments and what did we receive?

* What are the main takeaways from the comments received?

* How are TPB staff and member agencies responding?

 What should the Board do with the comments and responses?

* Next Steps
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Updates to Air Quality Conformity
Project Inputs Table

Changes since the March 2024 draft

Pink - technical corrections

Highlighting indicates changes from the current
Visualize 2045 plan

Blue - strikethrough, not continuing

Yellow - updates, new projects/segments

Changes to completion date, improvement,
cross-referencing to project entries in the Project
InfoTrak (PIT) database

To be approved by TPB in May 2024
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Updates to Air Quality Conformity
VISUALIZE 2050 & FY 2026:2020 I Scope of Work

DRAFT SCOPE OF WORK

INTRODUCTION * Removed unnecessary references to old

The list of projects solicited for the Visualize 2050 National Capital Region

Transportation Plan and the FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program |nf0rmat|o N
(TIP) is scheduled to be finalized at the May 15, 2024 meeting of the National Capital
Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB). This work effort addresses
requirements associated with attainment of the ozone Mational Ambient Air Quality

Standards (NAAQS). Volatile organic compounds (VOC) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) are ° Atta C h ed th e COG-a p p roved COO pe rat| ve

ozone precursor pollutants.

The amended plan must meet air quality conformity regulations: (1) as originally FO reCaStS RO u n d 1

published by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the November 24, 1993
Federal Register, and (2) as subsequently amended, most recently on March 14,

2012, and (3) as detailed in periodic Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) / PY T b d b TPB H M 2024
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and EPA guidance. These regulations specify O e a p prove y In ay

both technical criteria and consultation procedures to follow in performing the
assessment.

This scope of work provides a context in which to perform the conformity analyses
and presents an outline of the work tasks required to address all regulations
currently applicable.

FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS

As describad in the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, conformity is demonstrated i
transportation plans and programs:

1. Are consistent with most recent estimates of mobile source emissions budgets
2. Contribute to annual emissions reductions

Al

VISUALIZE 2950

National Capital Region Transportation Plan April 17, 2024 4



Updates to the Project Summary Table

* Supplementary information, details are not being approved in May

* Corrections to projects, titles, costs, completion years, project alignment with TPB goals

March 1-30, 2024, Public Comment Opportunity
Summary Table of Draft Regionally Significant for Air Quality Projects to be completed in 2026 or later

Transit Projects by State

Affordable Efficient Livable and
Completion and System Environmental Resilient Prosperous
Project Cost Year Project Type  Safety Maintenance  Reliability  Convenient  Operations Protection Region Communities
District of Columbia
Benning Road Streetcar Expansion from Oklahoma Streetcar
Avenue NE to Benning Road Metro Station $202.664.372 2030 Expansion
Maryland
; Rall Service
MARC Service Improvements for Brunswick Line | $1,825,000,000 2045 Improvements E E
MARC Service Improvements for Camden Line $726.,000,000 2045 Rail Service M m
! ! Improvements
; i Rail Service
MARC Service Improvements for Penn Line
p $2497000000 2045 | HCENES | ™M |
MD 355 New BRT Expansion from East-West New BRT
Highway (MD 410) to Clarksburg Road | $436.081.000 2030 e M | M M | M | |
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Why did we seek comments?

Visualize 2050 Feedback Form

We ne: dy ur feedback on Visualize 2050!

* Regional Air Quality Conformity (AQC) test must be Y
completed prior to adopting the next National Capital L e et
Region Transportation Plan 1 ;

Proposed Project Inputs ‘
Proposed Project Inputs ‘

* Federally required AQC analysis takes a long time (10
months) - best for board to agree on projects included in

Transportation & Our Region's Air Quality ‘

4 AspanoftneV\suallzeZOSOpanup ate, TPB staff are gathering public comments. Click the =8

1 links above to review the materials ol 6\Ith 'ough to read more abo! twh I open for
e a n a yS I S public comment.
-

* Local/State/Transit agencies undertake their own public T
engagement during project development

* Provide one more opportunity at the regional level for the
Board to hear the public’s thoughts on planned
undertakings, air quality analysis process
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How did we seek comments; what did we receive?

* Many methods to communicate the comment period including newspaper ads, social
media and paid advertising via Facebook

MetroQuest | TPB Website In Person at
Form Comment Form TPB’s March
2024 Meeting
Number of 823 0 0] 48 16 6 893
Respondents

« Comments were also received between April 2023 and November 2023 when projects
were still being considered by TPB member agencies
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What are the main takeaways?

* Open comment opportunity, not a scientific survey

* TPB has many goals, projects aim to address one or multiple goals, not necessarily to
improve air quality

* Many participants showed support / opposition to a project base on type, rather than
application of the project type at a particular location or reason

* Concerns shared about
* Express toll lanes effectiveness to reduce congestion
* Roadway widenings encouraging more automobile trips, increasing carbon pollution
* Transit projects, not enough being done, not enough soon

* Bicycle and pedestrian projects not included in this list, not enough being done
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How are TPB staff, member agencies responding?

* Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) handout on the MD express lane projects
* Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) handout on general questions

 TPB members during the March Work Session

* Public via comments received

* Member agencies invited to respond
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What should the Board do with this information?

* Consider the information
* Ask questions of your staff, our staff to seek clarifications where needed
* Review and understand the May Board meeting actions items

* Approval of Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work

* Approval of Air Quality Conformity Projects Input Table
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Next Steps

* April Comment period results shared with & reviewed by Board members
 May TPB action on Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work and Project Inputs

TPB staff begin performance and air quality analysis of Visualize 2050 and
the FY 2026-2029 TIP

* June Deadline to submit remaining transportation projects, not significant for air
quality analysis due via the Project InfoTrak Database by June 28
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Cristina Finch, AICP

Transportation Planning Manager
(202) 962-3335
cfinch@mwecog.org

visualize2050.0rg

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments

777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002
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