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Overview
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• Updates to the Air Quality Conformity Input Table and the Scope of Work

• Updates to the Project Summary Table

• Summary of Public Comments

• Why did we seek comments?

• How did we seek comments and what did we receive?

• What are the main takeaways from the comments received?

• How are TPB staff and member agencies responding?

• What should the Board do with the comments and responses?

• Next Steps
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Updates to Air Quality Conformity
Project Inputs Table
• Changes since the March 2024 draft

Pink – technical corrections

• Highlighting indicates changes from the current 
Visualize 2045 plan

Blue – strikethrough, not continuing

Yellow – updates, new projects/segments

• Changes to completion date, improvement, 
cross-referencing to project entries in the Project 
InfoTrak (PIT) database

• To be approved by TPB in May 2024
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Updates to Air Quality Conformity
Scope of Work
• Removed unnecessary references to old 

information

• Attached the COG-approved Cooperative 
Forecasts Round 1

• To be approved by TPB in May 2024
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Updates to the Project Summary Table
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• Supplementary information, details are not being approved in May

• Corrections to projects, titles, costs, completion years, project alignment with TPB goals
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Why did we seek comments?
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• Regional Air Quality Conformity (AQC) test must be 
completed prior to adopting the next National Capital 
Region Transportation Plan

• Federally required AQC analysis takes a long time (10 
months) - best for board to agree on projects included in 
the analysis

• Local/State/Transit agencies undertake their own public 
engagement during project development

• Provide one more opportunity at the regional level for the 
Board to hear the public’s thoughts on planned 
undertakings, air quality analysis process
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How did we seek comments; what did we receive?
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MetroQuest 
Form NEW!

TPB Website 
Comment Form

Phone Email Letter In Person at 
TPB’s March 

2024 Meeting

Total

Number of 
Respondents

823 0 0 48 16 6 893

• Many methods to communicate the comment period including newspaper ads, social 
media and paid advertising via Facebook

• Comments were also received between April 2023 and November 2023 when projects 
were still being considered by TPB member agencies
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What are the main takeaways?
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• Open comment opportunity, not a scientific survey

• TPB has many goals, projects aim to address one or multiple goals, not necessarily to 
improve air quality

• Many participants showed support / opposition to a project base on type, rather than 
application of the project type at a particular location or reason

• Concerns shared about

• Express toll lanes effectiveness to reduce congestion

• Roadway widenings encouraging more automobile trips, increasing carbon pollution

• Transit projects, not enough being done, not enough soon

• Bicycle and pedestrian projects not included in this list, not enough being done
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How are TPB staff, member agencies responding?
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• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) handout on the MD express lane projects

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) handout on general questions

• TPB members during the March Work Session

• Public via comments received

• Member agencies invited to respond
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What should the Board do with this information?
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• Consider the information

• Ask questions of your staff, our staff to seek clarifications where needed

• Review and understand the May Board meeting actions items

• Approval of Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work

• Approval of Air Quality Conformity Projects Input Table
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Next Steps
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• April  Comment period results shared with & reviewed by Board members

• May  TPB action on Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work and Project Inputs

   TPB staff begin performance and air quality analysis of Visualize 2050 and 
   the FY 2026-2029 TIP

• June  Deadline to submit remaining transportation projects, not significant for air 
   quality analysis due via the Project InfoTrak Database by June 28
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