
ITEM 12 – Information 
December 15, 2004 

Briefing on Travel Characteristics for
Minority and Disadvantaged Populations Based on the 2000 Census 

Staff
Recommendation: Receive briefing on the geographic locations of 

minority, low-income, and disabled populations 
in the Washington region, the commuting modes 
typically used by these individuals, and their 
accessibility to transit stations based on 2000 
Census data. 

Issues: None 

Background: In the spring of 2004, the Board was briefed on 
the Access for All Advisory Committee’s report 
which stressed the importance of bus service for 
low-income and minority groups. The Board 
asked the committee to further explore the issue 
of “bus dependency”. 2000 Census data were 
used to examine the commuter travel 
characteristics, especially bus usage, for low-
income and minority populations. The findings 
from this analysis have been presented to the 
Access for All Advisory Committee and the 
Technical Committee. 
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OverviewOverview

How many minority, disabled, and lowHow many minority, disabled, and low--
income  individuals live in the Washington income  individuals live in the Washington 
Metropolitan Region?Metropolitan Region?

Where are these individuals located within Where are these individuals located within 
the region?the region?

How do minority, disabled, and lowHow do minority, disabled, and low--income income 
individuals get to work?individuals get to work?

Where do these individuals live relative to Where do these individuals live relative to 
transit stops?transit stops?

How accessible is employment by transit?How accessible is employment by transit?
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Metropolitan Area (MSA)Metropolitan Area (MSA)

1,244,000

330,000
139,000

424,000

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

 African

American 

 Asian Two or

more

races

Hispanic/

Latino

27%

9%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Total

Population = 

4.5 million

3%

7%

Disadvantaged Populations in the Disadvantaged Populations in the 

Washington Metropolitan Area (MSA)Washington Metropolitan Area (MSA)

775,000

328,000
194,000

320,000

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

P
o

p
u

la
ti

o
n

Low

Income

Below

Poverty

Limited

English

Disabled

Persons

17%

5%

8%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Total Population 

= 4.5 million

7%

Travel Characteristics for Minority and Disadvantaged Populations

Transportation Planning Board, December 15, 2004 3



Poverty and Low Income DefinitionsPoverty and Low Income Definitions

Official poverty line Official poverty line 
depends on family sizedepends on family size
–– 1 person = $8,500/year1 person = $8,500/year

–– 4 people = $17,000/year4 people = $17,000/year

““Low incomeLow income”” defined as defined as 
twice the poverty line, twice the poverty line, 
e.g.e.g.
–– 1 person = $17,000/year1 person = $17,000/year

–– 4 people = $34,000/year4 people = $34,000/year

Median household Median household 
income in Washington income in Washington 
region is $68,565 region is $68,565 

Below 
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7%

Low 

Income,

additional

10%

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Poverty Rates in Minority and Poverty Rates in Minority and 
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile

20
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Source: 2000 U.S. Census
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27% - 53%

54% +

27% +, Less than 200 people per square mile

African American
Population
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile
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Source: 2000 U.S. Census
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile

20
Miles

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Hispanic/Latino Population
Below 9%
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile
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Source: 2000 U.S. Census
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile

20
Miles

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Population Below the Poverty Line
Below 7%

7% - 13%

14% +

7%+, Less than 200 people per square mile

In 2000, 80% of the
population below the

poverty line lived in less
than 10% of the region's

land area

Poverty

The official poverty line
depends on family size:

1 person = $8,500/yr
4 people = $17,000/yr
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile

20
Miles

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

Low Income Population
Excluding persons below the poverty line

Below 10%

10% - 19%

20%+

10% +, Less than 200 people per square mile

Low Income
Population

"Low income" is defined as
twice the poverty line, e.g.:

1 person = $17,000/yr
4 people = $34,000/yr
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2000 Census
Demographic Profile

20
Miles

Source: 2000 U.S. Census
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16% +
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Disabled
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Means of Transportation to WorkMeans of Transportation to Work
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The 2000 Census only provides 

travel data for work trip purposes.  

Therefore, this analysis does not 

include minority or disadvantaged 

persons who are unemployed or 

not in the labor force.

Travel Characteristics for Minority and Disadvantaged Populations

Transportation Planning Board, December 15, 2004 12



Means of Transportation to Work for Means of Transportation to Work for 

Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:
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Means of Transportation to Work for Means of Transportation to Work for 

Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:

Van/Car PoolVan/Car Pool

Source: 2000 U.S. Census
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Means of Transportation to Work for Means of Transportation to Work for 

Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:

RailRail
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Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:

BusBus
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Means of Transportation to Work for Means of Transportation to Work for 

Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:

WalkWalk
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Means of Transportation to Work for Means of Transportation to Work for 

Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:Minority and Disadvantaged Workers:
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Access to Transit StopsAccess to Transit Stops

83 Metro rail 83 Metro rail 

stops and stops and 

approximately approximately 

8,800 bus 8,800 bus 

stops located stops located 

in regional in regional 

core and inner core and inner 

suburbssuburbs

Source: 2000 U.S. Census, COG Cooperative Forecasts
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FindingsFindings

Most minority and disadvantaged workers Most minority and disadvantaged workers 
are more likely to use alternative modes to are more likely to use alternative modes to 
driving alonedriving alone, especially bus, compared , especially bus, compared 
to all workersto all workers

These groups are also more likely to live These groups are also more likely to live 
near transit stopsnear transit stops, compared to the , compared to the 
general populationgeneral population

MoreMore office and retail jobs are accessible office and retail jobs are accessible 
by busby bus than by railthan by rail
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