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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Business Meeting - September 17, 2008
General Updates – Programs, Legislation, & activities

Chesapeake Bay Program’s (CBP) Principal Staff Committee Meeting
The Bay Program’s Principals’ Staff Committee (PSC) will meet in COG’s Training Center on Monday, September 23, 2008.  The PSC, currently chaired by Maryland’s DNR Secretary John Griffin, generally meets quarterly.  While the agenda will not be available for several weeks, it is likely that key topics will include Bay Program reorganization, the Bay TMDLs and allocation of loads and plans for the next Executive Council meeting.  

COG contact:
Ted Graham  tgraham@mwcog.org
Chesapeake Bay Program’s Report to Congress
In July 2008, the CBP issued its response to the issues raised by a program review by the Government Accountability Office in a report to Congress entitled, Strengthening the Management, Coordination and Accountability of the Chesapeake Bay Program. The centerpiece of the 122-page report is a new Chesapeake Action Plan that responds to a congressional mandate and includes a description of how the Bay Program partners are pursuing implementation.  To view the report:  http://cap.chesapeakebay.net/docs/EPA_Chesapeake_Bay_CAP.pdf
COG contact:
Karl Berger  kberger@mwcog.org
CBP’s 2030 Land Use – Regional Wastewater Flow Projections
COG staff met with Peter Claggett and Ning Zhou of the CBP to discuss the regional wastewater flow projection discrepancies, and our suggestion to use a hybrid approach in developing more accurate wastewater flow projections for the COG region and other highly urbanized regions of the Bay (i.e., an approach that has also been conceptually agreed to by the CBP’s Wastewater Work Group, which Ms. Spano chairs).  It is believed that the discrepancies that were noted between the initial CBP flow projections and COG’s figures are caused by the fact that the CBP’s flow projections are based strictly on population projections, whereas COG’s wastewater flow projections are based on employment and household projections and hence account for workers/non-resident flow contributions.  COG staff prepared a draft version of the ‘hybrid approach’ methodology.  It is currently undergoing review.
COG contact:
Tomlyne Malcolm  tmalcolm@mwcog.org
COG Health Officials Environmental Health Discussions
Ted Graham met with COG’s Health Officials Committee on July 14, 2008 to discuss the reporting requirements in the region’s water bodies used for recreational purposes.  While triggered by the recent sewage overflows from the Broad Creek Pumping Station, the topic also addressed issues raised in a Washington Post article from the summer of 2007.  Topics covered included criteria, notification procedures in the event of a sewage spill, fish advisories at the local and state levels and EPA’s BEACH program for monitoring swimming beaches, generally in tidal areas.  Ted distributed a fact sheet that COG staff prepared in 2007.  The Committee expressed some interest in developing a consistent regional message related to fishing and swimming in the region’s waterbodies.

COG contact:
Ted Graham  tgraham@mwcog.org
Potomac River Basin Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership (DWSPP) Meeting
On Thursday, August 21st, COG staff attended an "Ag 101" Workshop, sponsored by the Potomac Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership and the Mid-Atlantic Regional Water Program.  The workshop was held at the USDA's Beltsville Agricultural Research Center in Beltsville, MD.  This was the first of several Drinking Source Water Protection Partnership events that are planned related to Potomac basin agricultural issues, and that are designed to help the Partnership develop a strategy for implementing source water protection measures in the Potomac basin.  One area of focus for the Partnership is how to address agricultural sources of Cryptosporidium.  This was the first of several Drinking Source Water Protection Partnership events that are planned related to Potomac basin agricultural issues.
According to the CDC, Cryptosporidiosis is a diarrheal disease caused by microscopic parasites of the genus Cryptosporidium.  Both the disease and the parasite are commonly known as "Crypto."  Cryptosporidium is one of the most frequent causes of waterborne disease (drinking water and recreational water) among humans in the United States.
COG contact:
Steve Bieber  sbieber@mwcog.org
COG’s Regional Monitoring Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting
COG will be holding its RMS meeting in October at the Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility.  In addition to a tour of this new state-of-the-art wastewater facility, the meeting will focus on stormwater monitoring, and have guest speakers John Jastrom (USGS) and representatives from Fairfax and Montgomery Counties talk about their long-term assessment of BMPs’ affects on nutrient loads and water quality.  Meeting details and draft agenda are available at:
http://www.mwcog.org/committee/committee/events.asp?COMMITTEE_ID=54
COG contacts:
Christine Howard  choward@mwcog.org  or  Steve Bieber  sbieber@mwcog.org
COG’s Potomac Monitoring Forum
On March 10 & 11, COG hosted its first Potomac Monitoring Forum at the Cacapon Resort State Park in Berkeley Springs, WV.  Over one-hundred water monitoring professionals attended the forum.  One of the outcomes of the Potomac Monitoring Forum was a list of recommended action items for COG and/or Potomac partners to take.  Those actions included:
1. Catalog existing stormwater management metadata for COG region..
2. Share the USGS BMP study in Fairfax County with other COG jurisdictions.

3. Create an information database of Potomac Monitoring Programs in the COG region, with a web-based, clickable map.

4. Explore options for continuing real-time shallow-water monitoring.
5. Create an integrated cooperative Potomac Monitoring Report (with partners including USGS, UMD, DNR, ICPRB, George Mason ( Report by June 2010).
6. Work with other agencies to conduct a scientific/technical review of Potomac estuary monitoring program’s placement of monitoring stations.

7. Conduct a workshop that demonstrates the role of monitoring in support of ‘adaptive management’ to achieve water quality goals (By June 2009).

Implementation of items 1 – 3 is on track.  Items 4 – 7 are being coordinated with other agencies outside of COG.
COG contacts:
Heidi Bonnaffon  hbonnaffon@mwcog.org  or  Steve Bieber  sbieber@mwcog.org
COG’s Greater Washington 2050 Coalition (GW 2050)
The Coalition reviewed the four suggested environmental metrics that the WRTC and CBPC had conceptually endorsed that could be used to assess water quality impacts under various future growth scenarios in the region.  (These endorsements presumed that several refinements will be made before the final metrics are developed.).  The Coalition’s Planning Tools Workgroup has discussed the use of these and other metrics, but is waiting for further guidance on what scenarios will be used by the Coalition in order to determine which metrics will be most useful.
COG contact:
Tanya Spano  tspano@mwcog.org
EPA’s Water Quality Grant for Virginia
EPA announced that the Commonwealth of Virginia will be provided with $13.9 million to improve water quality.  This grant is being matched with $2.8 from the state and being awarded to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality “to further capitalize its revolving loan fund which provides low interest loans for the construction of wastewater treatment facilities, nonpoint source and estuary projects, and other water quality management work.”  Of the $252 million that will be available for water quality project loans, more that $230 million will go to wastewater treatment plants ENR upgrades, which will benefit the goal of restoring the health of the Chesapeake Bay.  COG Region Virginia ENR projects to be funded include:  $50,000,000 to Arlington County; $41,000,000 to the Prince William County Service Authority; and $15,000,000 to the Alexandria Sanitation Authority.
COG contact:
Tomlyne Malcolm  tmalcolm@mwcog.org
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