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National Impact 
• 147 million people 
• 47% of the U.S. population 
• 26 States + D.C. 

 



American)Solar)Transforma0on)Ini0a0ve)(ASTI))
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FOCUS&AREAS&

• )Local)Permi7ng)Process)

• )Planning)&)Zoning)Regula0ons)

• )Financing)Tools)and)Resources)

• )Innova0ve)Deployment)Programs)

• Educa0on)and)Outreach)

• )U0lity)Interconnec0on)

DOEGsupported)ini0a0ve)to)reduce&the&total&installed&costs)of)solar)PV)
systems)and)increase&deployment&of)solar)across)the)US)by)lowering)

barriers)to)adop0on)in)targeted)focus)areas)



ASTI Participant Update 

(8) Communities in the Greater Washington D.C region 

+ (88) Communities and (19) Utilities from (21) States nationwide 

•  Washington,)D.C.)
•  Fairfax)County)

•  Arlington)County)

•  Prince)George’s)
County)

•  Bladensburg)

•  Greenbelt)

•  Bowie)

•  Montgomery)
County)



ASTI Project Timeline 

2013%
OCT NOV DEC

2014%
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

2015%
JAN FEB MAR

Project%Launch

OnESite%Presentation%and%Discussion

Impact%Assessment
Recognition

Onboarding%&%Benchmarking%

Determine%Goals%

Form%Working%Groups,%IdenSfy%AcSon%Items%&%Implement%Best%PracSces%



PROGRESS UPDATE 
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Solar Survey Results 
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Early&Achievements&
&

District&of&Columbia&
•  Streamlining)permi7ng)process)
•  Community)Shared)Solar)
•  Commercial)PACE)
•  Residen0al)Aggrega0on)
•  Municipal)Aggrega0on&

Maryland&&
•  Permi7ng)&)inspec0on)informa0on)online)
•  Residen0al)Aggrega0on)
•  Municipal)Aggrega0on&

Virginia&
•  Permi7ng)&)inspec0on)informa0on)online)
•  Low)permi7ng)fees)
•  Short)permit)processing)and)inspec0on)turnaround)0me)



Residential Solar Potential Analysis 

Solar&&
Viable&

Residences&

ResidenAal&
PotenAal&
(MW)&

Community&
Elec.&Offset&
PotenAal&(%)&

Solar&&
Viable&

Residences&

ResidenAal&
PotenAal&
(MW)&

Community&
Elec.&Offset&
PotenAal&(%)&

Washington&
D.C.& 42,213) 215) 2.4%)

Prince&
George’s&
County&

85,390) 435) 6.0%)

Montgomery&
County& 97,450) 497) 5.5%) Bowie& 7,068) 36) 7.7%)

Arlington&
County& 14,537) 74) 3.4%) Greenbelt& 1,552) 7.9) 4.0%)

Fairfax&
County& 111,554) 569) 4.9%) Bladensburg& 306) 1.5) 2.0%)

! These)numbers)represent)systems)hosted)on)singleGunit)residen0al)structures.)

! Addi0onal)(and)much)greater))opportuni0es)exist)in)the)municipal,)commercial,)and)
industrial)sectors,)as)well)as)residen0al)systems)hosted)remotely!)
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Community Page 
Market Information & General Resources 

Community Roadmap 
Interactive Goals & Tailored Resources 
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NEXT STEPS 



Next Steps 

•  Select)roadmap)goals)to)pursue)(JAN))
o  Determine)those)goals)which)are)interes0ng,)

relevant,)viable)

•  FollowGup)call)with)ASTI)team)(FEB))
o  Discuss)findings,)make)a)game)plan)

•  Implement)goals)(MARGDEC)2014))
o  Support)provided)by)ASTI)team)throughout)

year)as)needed)



Regional Opportunities 

• Standardized)Permi7ng)Forms)
(and)process))

• Awareness)Campaign)
• Bulk)Purchase)Programs)
• Publicize)Innova0ve)Market)
Development)Plaeorms)

)
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THANK YOU! 
Tyler Espinoza 

Senior Project Manager, Optony Inc. 
tyler.espinoza@optony.com 



Optony)develops)and)deploys)solar)best)
prac0ces)across)the)en0re)solar)project)
lifecycle)for)government)agencies,)schools)and)
commercial)organiza0ons.)

)

Working)with)clients)across)all)phases)of)solar)
projects)creates)deep)insight)into)true)
performance)drivers)which)is)used)to)reduce)
costs)and)improve)performance)at)any)stage)in)
the)process.)

)

www.optony.com)

Program 
Management

Feasibility
Assessment

Procurement
Management

Project 
Management

System
Optimization

Maximum
Solar

Benefit

“Optony's*consul.ng*service*is*a*must6have*for*any*
organiza.on*considering*an*investment*in*solar.*
Based*on*Optony’s*comprehensive*analysis*and*
recommenda.ons,*we*now*have*a*low6risk,*high6
return*solar*strategy.”) 13 

About Optony 
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EXPECTATIONS&
•  Collaborate)with)city)staff)to)complete)solar)market)survey)(data)from)current)

processes)related)to)permi7ng,)planning/zoning,)and)financing))
•  Commit)to)se7ng)goals)and)taking)ac0on)in)any)of)the)focus)areas)with)support)

from)ASTI)team,)peers,)and)partners)

Onboarding Process 

AHJ  
expresses 
interest 

AHJ  
completes solar 
market survey 

Optony benchmarks 
current processes, 
performs market 
assessment, and 

creates customized 
roadmap 

AHJ selects 
which roadmap 

objectives it 
wants to pursue 

ASTI team 
supports AHJ to 
take action and 
achieve goals 

Local communities 
benefit from solar 

market 
transformation 

GET&ON&THE&SOLAR&ROADMAP&


