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CITE Offering Instructor-led, Web-based  

Traffic Signal Timing Course

In October, the Consortium for ITS Training and Education (CITE) is offering an instructor-led, web-based (“blended”) version of its new “Traffic Signal Timing” course.  

The course provides students with an understanding of both the theory and practice of traffic signal timing and its impact on traffic operations.  It gives students an overview of the terms associated with signal timing; discusses the concepts of cycle length, split, offset, midblock friction, phase sequences, the signal timing process, and signal timing optimization; and looks at the types of actuated controllers, passage time, extension, and the coordination of actuated and pretimed controllers. It also discusses the development of timing plans, explores types of signal control (first generation control and advanced techniques, including Rhodes, RT-TRACS, SCAT, and SCOOT) and investigates the relationship of signal timing to ITS: regional and system/design considerations.  

In the past, all of CITE’s course have only been available only in a web-based format.  Web-based courses offer students many benefits including:  

· Flexibilty – The courses are available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Students can access the material from home, the office or even while away on travel.  A computer and internet access are the only requirements.  
· Just-in-time delivery – If you have a new assignment at work, the course is there when you need it.  There is no need to wait several months for the next course offering.
· No travel required – Since all the course material is available through the internet, there is no travel required.  With today’s travel restrictions, this is a huge plus.  
· Interactivity - All courses include a stimulating mix of participatory activities such as self-study quizzes and exercises, and drag and drop pages.  These activities are used to support and reinforce the text-based information.  
As with any type of instruction, web-based instruction has disadvantages as well.  In their current format, CITE’s courses do not have direct interaction with other students and the course instructor is available only through e-mail.  Some students also find the lack of strict deadlines causes them to put off completing their course.   

This “blended” offering of CITE’s new Traffic Signal Timing course is combining the best features of both instructor-led and web-based instruction.  These features include: 

· Live discussions with the instructor through the use of conference calls,

· Convenient, flexible web-based learning,

· A specific time schedule in which to complete the course, and 

· Interaction with other students through the use of class problems posted on a discussion board.  

The course will begin on October 3 and continue through November 17, 2003.  The fee for the course is only $150 and students can register by going to the CITE web site at http://www.citeconsortium.org.

The instructor for the course is Woody Hood, Traffic Signal Systems Engineer from the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA).  Mr. Hood has been involved with Traffic Signal Timing for the state of Maryland since 1988 and manages SHA's traffic signal system timing optimization program.  As the instructor for this course, Mr. Hood brings a wealth of experience dealing with traffic signal timing, traffic responsive signal systems, and other signal timing and operational issues. 

In June CITE offered a Project Management course in this format and below are a few comments from participants:

· “What I liked most about the course were the class problems - being able to read and comment on the other students' answers, having them read and comment on mine, and discussing them with the instructor on the conference calls.”

· “I think the blended version keeps you on track. It's very easy to put this kind of thing off when daily schedules become crowded. For those of us who travel a significant amount, the interactive component keeps it on your radar screen.”

For more information about this course, visit www.citeconsortium.org or contact Kathleen Frankle, CITE Program Manager, kfrankle@umd.edu or 410-414-2925.
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