
LEED 

Update 
Heather Langford 
U.S. Green Building Council 

















GREEN BUILDING MARKET  

Source:  McGraw-Hill Construction’s 2013 Dodge Construction Green Outlook 
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What Hasn’t Changed? 
 
• 100 point based system 

• Regional Priority credits 

• Pilot Credits 

• LEED AP credential 

 



What Has Changed? 

• Added new credit category 

• Addresses 21 market sectors 

• Includes international in requirements  

• Focused on performance   



Highlights 
 

New credit category to improve alignment between 

commercial rating systems and LEED ND. 

More performance-based credits with improved ties to 

anticipated outcome. 

bicycle facilities [link to bike network] 

quality transit [trip frequency, walking distance] 



Highlights 
 

New credit for site assessment.  

Financial support option in protect or restore habitat. 

Major simplification to Light Pollution Reduction credit 

through new option for BUG rated equipment. 



Highlights 
 

Addressing all water uses including fixtures & fittings, 

process, appliance, cooling towers, and outdoor water.  

Focus on measuring water use through fundamental 

building metering requirements.  

Additional points in credit for metering of subsystems.  

  



Highlights 
 

Minimum Energy Performance: five percent above 

ASHRAE 90.1-2010; minimum ENERGY STAR score now 

75.  

New credit for Demand Response. 

Building level energy metering required for all projects.  



Highlights 
 

Life cycle thinking approach to category. 

Optional whole building life cycle assessment for new 

construction.  

Focus on product transparency and outcomes through 

Building Disclosure & Optimization credits. 

 



Highlights 
 

Category focused on key indicators of ventilation, 

lighting, acoustics, and occupant experience. 

More performance-based credits focused on health and 

wellbeing outcomes.  

Emissions based approach to materials. 

 



INTEGRATIVE PROCESS 



GLOBAL ADAPTATIONS 
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MARKET SECTOR ADAPTATIONS 

 

 Data Centers 
 

 Warehouses and Distribution Centers 
 

 Hospitality 
 

 Existing Buildings for Schools 
 

 Existing Buildings for Retail 
 

 Homes Multifamily Midrise 



SIMPLIFIED: 

THE STRUCTURE OF EB:O&M 



IMPROVED USER 

EXPERIENCE 



REFERENCE GUIDE 



Fewer Forms.  Reduced forms by 80% compared to LEED 2009 to 

improve system performance and consistency. 

 

 Alignment across rating systems 

 Includes campus, multiple building, recertification 

 

 

Fewer fields to document.  Removed low-value documentation 

requirements. 

 

 Removed required signatories 

 Removed duplication of content 

LEED DOCUMENTATION 



LEED CREDIT LIBRARY 



WHERE ARE WE NOW? 



Held six public comment periods and received over 

22,000 comments 

 

Passed ballot in June 2013 with 86% approval 

 

Extended registration for LEED 2009 until June 2015 

 

Engaged over 100 project teams in LEED v4 beta test 

 

Program launched at Greenbuild in November 2013 

LEED v4:  CURRENT STATUS 




