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What is the Issue?

With the development of the Bay-wide series of  pollution load limits (i.e., Total Maximum Daily Loads or TMDLs) and Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs),  and the increased reliance on regulatory measures, water quality issues have entered a period in which their ramifications on local government budgeting, planning and other processes is likely to be greater than ever before.  These impacts range from significant capital outlays to potential limitations on growth.   However, our observations to date have been that very few local elected officials are aware of the potential significance to their local governments.  In part, this reflects the complexity of the TMDL process as well as the magnitude of issues currently facing local governments.  In part, it reflects a need for COG staff to frame the issues in a far more compelling fashion.

What Suggestions Does Staff Have for Addressing the Issue?
 
1. Develop a concise TMDL “mini-briefing” package targeted at local government elected officials. (Note: if this concept is successful, similar mini-briefings could be developed on other water quality issues such as stormwater management fees or infrastructure maintenance needs)
2. Determine means of delivering briefing package
3. Seek advice from other officials in the region such as environmental or public works directors, public information officers or chief administrative officers in development of briefing package
4. Seek help from professional communicators


What are the Priority TMDL Issues for Communication?

· Cost Implications
 
· Growth Implications 

· Regulatory Implications

· Water Quality Impacts  (both for Bay waters and local streams and rivers)

· Others??
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