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Reduce

Reuse 

Recycle

Zero Waste =

Focus first on reducing and reusing, 

then recycle, compost, digest and 

redesign the rest



What is Zero Waste?



Zero Waste is a goal that is ethical, economical, 

efficient and visionary, to guide people in changing their 

lifestyles and practices to emulate sustainable natural 

cycles, where all discarded materials are designed to 

become resources for others to use.  

Zero Waste means designing and managing products 

and processes to systematically avoid and eliminate the 

volume and toxicity of waste and materials, conserve 

and recover all resources, and not burn or bury them. 

Implementing Zero Waste will eliminate all 

discharges to land, water or air that are a threat to 

planetary, human, animal or plant health. 

ZWIA Definition of Zero Waste*

* www.zwia.org/standards.html



90% diversion from landfills, incinerators 

and environment measure of performance 

Capitalize Zero Waste as a defined term

Summary:

No Burn

No Bury

No Emissions

ZWIA Definition of Zero Waste



NRC & ZWIA 

Zero Waste Definition

 NRC Board adopted the Zero Waste 

definition developed by ZWIA

 NRC encourages members, stakeholders 

and others to adopt this definition (email 

me if you do)

 Adopt ZWIA Definition of Zero Waste, in 

business and community Zero Waste Plans, 

Sustainability or Climate Change Plans



 Supports ZWIA definition of no waste to 
landfill, incineration and the environment

 Drives the development of new markets and 
new ideas towards A Zero Waste Economy

 Focuses on upstream policies and practices 
beyond diversion or recycling

 Emphasizes strong total participation: 
training of all employees, ZW relationships 
with vendors and customers 
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Why Zero Waste Certification?

 To maintain value of  “Zero Waste”

 This is ultimate in Green credential –

need to maintain support of 

environmental leaders

 If Zero Waste allowed to include 

burning and burying, term will lose 

value and be meaningless

12



Why Zero Waste Certification?

 Business wants protection against 

claims of fraud

 Need to comply with Federal Trade 

Commission Green Marketing 

Guidelines

 Protect Brand from Inappropriate use

 Zero Waste advocates are starting to 

counter false claims in media
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SWANA on Zero Waste

 They have members that support 

Zero Waste and they have members 

that support Waste-to-Energy

 They want to support all their 

members

 They have agreed not to call Waste-

to-Energy Zero Waste
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US Conference of Mayors 

Zero Waste Resolution

 June 2015 adopted a resolution on 

Zero Waste

 Recognized that Waste-Based 

Energy and Landfilling should be 

counted as Disposal in waste 

diversion calculations



USZWBC Scorecard
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Businesses are Leading the Way to Zero 

Waste (>90% diversion)

 Anheuser-Busch, several

 Albertson’s (100 in So. CA)

 American Licorice*

 Ann, Inc.*

 Delaware North, Yellowstone Pk.*

 Del Mar Fairgrounds

 Disneyland Circle D Corral*

 Earth Friendly Products*

 Fetzer Vineyards*

 Frankie’s Bohemian Café, SF

 General Motors (117 plants)

 Hilton Hotel, SF

 Honda 

 Microsoft*

 Miller/Coors

 New Belgium Brewery*

 Nutiva*

 Piazza Produce*

 Pillsbury

 Scoma’s Restaurant, SF

 Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.*

 Subaru

 Toyota

 Vons-Safeway

 Whole Foods Markets, SD*

 Xerox Corp

 2800 Businesses in Japan

More examples at  www.uszwbc.org
*Certified by USZWBC



Zero Waste Communities in U.S.
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Zero Waste Plans & 

Resolutions

Urban 

Environmental 

Accords Signatories



ZW Community Planning Checklist
Zero Waste Brain Trust, 2011 - 2015
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Managing and Transforming Waste 

Streams 
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National Standards Certification Board for 

Certified Sustainable Resource 

Management Professionals
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle to Zero Waste



Pieces of Zero

• Comprehensive 

recycling programs

– As convenient as trash

– Multi-material

– Available to all 

generators

• Organics diversion

– Yard trimmings

– Food scraps

– Compostable paper

• C&D diversion

• Policies

– “New rules”

– Tiered Pricing

– Disposal bans

– Mandatory

– Product Policies

• Outreach & TA

• Infrastructure

– Reuse

– Resource 

Recovery Parks



ZW Hierarchy of Highest & Best Uses
•Reduce, Refuse & Return

•End Subsidies for Wasting

•Product & Packaging Redesign

•Clean Production and Takebacks

•Reuse, Repair and Remanufacture

•Recycle, Compost and Digest

•Regulate (Bans, Biological energy 

recovery, landfills with pre-processing)

•Not OK: Incineration, Bioreactor LFs 

Source: Zero Waste International Alliance Adopted March 2013



Zero Waste Infrastructure

Social Infrastructure

 Alignment of Goals

 Local Government

 Generators

 Service Providers

 Rate Structure Signals

 Community-Based Approaches

 New Rules and Incentives

 Culture Change

 Technical Assistance
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Miss Alameda Says 

“Compost!”

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4274574&id=294567528940
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4274574&id=294567528940


Zero Waste Infrastructure

Physical infrastructure

 Universal access to recycling and composting 

collection services

 Residential

 Commercial & Industrial

 Institutional & Schools

 Processing capacity

 Recycling

 Food scraps

 Construction & Demolition processing
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Provide Incentives Before Ban or Mandate

Eliminate Waste by 

Designing Out of 

Products and 

Processes

Foster 

Sustainable and 

Green 

Businesses

Retailers Take Back 

Difficult to Recycle 

Materials

Resource Recovery Park

Producer Responsibility

Expand City Outreach & 

Technical Assistance 

and Lead by Example

Jobs from 

Design & 

Discards

© Copyright Eco-Cycle, 2004 with text modifications by permission.

www.ecocycle.org/zerowaste/zwsystem 

Empowered Consumer

Zero Waste System (Replace 

with Oakland version) 



If you’re not for Zero Waste, 

how much waste are you for?


