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Eight-state coalition plans incentives for zero 
emission vehicles 

Andrea Sachs charges her Nissan Leaf at the Santa Monica Pier 

charging station in California. With her is Paul Scott, a founding member of Plug In America. 

Jonathan Alcorn for The Washington Post -

By Lenny Bernstein, Published: October 24   E-mail the writer

A coalition of eight states announced plans Thursday to boost the use of electric cars and 

other zero emission vehicles, promising incentives and an improved network of fueling 

stations to encourage consumers to buy the vehicles and prompt manufacturers to produce 

more of them. 

The eight governors who signed the agreement, including Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley 

(D), hope to put at least 3.3 million zero emission vehicles on their roads by 2025. To 

accomplish that, they pledged to install more electric charging stations, introduce or 

continue tax breaks for consumers and add such vehicles to government fleets. Some other 

states have similar incentives, though they did not join the group. 

Collectively, the eight states — California, 

Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 

York, Oregon, Rhode Island and Vermont — 

represent about 23 percent of the U.S. auto 

market, according to information the group 

released Thursday. 

“We think it’s doable,” said Mary Nichols, 

chairman of the Air Resources Board in 

California, the biggest market in the group. 

“The market is moving fast. It started from 

zero and it accelerated very quickly.” 
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Nichols and others said the greatest obstacle 

to overcome is consumer resistance to new 

technology. Buyers must be convinced that 

the vehicles will work for them, she said, a 

process that usually requires seeing them on 

the road or in a neighbor’s driveway — not 

just in an advertisement. 

“Once we are able to get the word out to 

consumers that there is an infrastructure out 

there, and [it is] all over the state … we’ll be 

able to encourage a greater desire to get an 

electric vehicle in Maryland,” said Samantha 

Kappalman, a spokeswoman for O’Malley. 

U.S. motorists bought about 52,000 electric 

cars in 2012, up from about 17,000 in 2011, 

according to the group. More than 40,000 

plug-in cars were sold in the first half of 

2013. In addition to all-electric cars, the 

group wans to encourage production and 

purchase of fuel cell vehicles, which run on 

hydrogen, and plug-in hybrids , which have 

both electric and gasoline engines. 

Fossil fuels burned to power cars, trucks, 

ships, trains and planes were responsible for 

28 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 

in 2011, according to the Environmental 

Protection Agency.  

Maryland wants to put 60,000 zero 

emission vehicles on its roads by 2020, 

Kappalman said, and will add another 110 to 

160 public charging stations to the 430 that 

exist. In addition to the $7,500 federal tax 

credit available to buyers of such vehicles, the state offers a $1,000 excise tax credit, a $400 

tax credit for any equipment purchased and access to HOV lanes, she said. 

In 2012, 1,764 electric vehicles were sold in Maryland, up from 227 in 2011. This year’s sales 

will surpass last year’s, she said. 

Graphic 

Paving the way for zero-emission vehicles 

Green car technology: Click through to see 
the finalists and winner of the 2013 Green 
Car Technology Award, presented at the 
Washington Auto Show on Jan. 31.

Reprints

 

Today's Paper 

Full list of today's 

print stories » 

View our e-Replica 

edition » 

SUBSCRIBE » 

Sign-up for e-mail newsletters and alerts and get the news 

you need delivered directly to your inbox. 

See all Washington Post Newsletters

National Newsletters

 

  

  

 

Economy & Business 
News Alerts

Behind the 
Government 
Showdown

National News Alerts

  

 

The Most

Today's Headlines & 
Columnists

Subscribe

11:00 AM The Fix Live 

11:00 AM Real Wheels Live 

12:00 PM Carolyn Hax Live (Friday, October 25) 

Weekly schedule, past shows

Live Discussions

The Fix 

Live chat, 11 a.m. ET 

Talk politics with The Fix’s Chris 

Cillizza. 

 
Here's The Racist 'Daily Show' Interview 
That Cost A Local GO...

 
Smash Director Kicked Out By Wife After 
Katharine McPhee Make...

 
Doctors Say Full Term Pregnancy Is 10 
Months

Real Estate

House of the Week | Chevy Chase Colonial for 

$5.25 million  

Even though it’s been 50 years, many 

people haven’t forgotten when this 

From Around the Web 
What's the Best-Selling Vehicle in the Sub-Compact 

Segment? (The Answer Will Surprise You) Auto Guide  

The Most Innovative Industry May Surprise Genentech 

Mercedes-Benz CLA reviewed: The best 2+2 sports 

car for $30,000, or $40k with tech Extremetech  

5 Cars That Are Perfect for New College Grads 

Mainstreet  

Kind Couple Invites ‘Lonely’ Man to Their Wedding & 

the Absolute Worst Happens CafeMom  

what's this 

More from The Post 
Sorry, big data won't cure all our problems 

Shakespeare Theatre Co. proposes actors campus for 

Southwest D.C. 

Nationals outright former first-rounder Chris Marrero 

Cardinals tie up World Series with Red Sox 

Greenland's lawmakers vote to remove uranium 

mining ban, paving way for industry boom 

Page 2 of 3Eight-state coalition plans incentives for zero-emission vehicles - The Washington Post

10/25/2013mhtml:file://I:\AFVs\EV Plan\FY 2013 work plan\Oct30 2013\Eight-state coalition plans ...



 

Top National Stories Most Popular Videos

Ted Cruz vows to keep 
fighting against Obamacare 

Hundreds of Spirit Airlines 
passengers stranded at 
airport 

5 hurt at North Carolina 
State Fair 

 Go to The Post's Real Estate

Listings 

home was the... 

$134,900, 3 bd / 3 bath 

Reduced Price 

Baltimore, MD 

$640,000, 5 bd / 5 bath 

Recently Listed 

Haymarket, VA 

Search by Address, City, Zip, Neighborhood Go

The Washington Post SUBSCRIBE PostTV Politics Opinions Local Sports National World Business Tech Lifestyle Entertainment Jobs

More ways to get us 

Home delivery 

Digital Subscription 

 Mobile & Apps

Newsletter & Alerts

 Washington Post Live

Reprints & Permissions 

 Post Store

e-Replica 

Archive

 RSS

 Facebook

Twitter

Contact Us 

Help & Contact Info 

Reader Representative 

Digital Advertising 

Newspaper Advertising 

News Service & Syndicate

About Us 

In the community 

Careers 

PostPoints 

Newspaper in Education 

Digital Publishing Guidelines

Partners 

washingtonpost.com © 1996- The Washington Post Terms of Service Privacy Policy Submissions and Discussion Policy RSS Terms of Service Ad Choices

Page 3 of 3Eight-state coalition plans incentives for zero-emission vehicles - The Washington Post

10/25/2013mhtml:file://I:\AFVs\EV Plan\FY 2013 work plan\Oct30 2013\Eight-state coalition plans ...


