
 
WRTC Meeting (1/31/14)   
 

 
GENERAL UPDATES & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
WATER RESOURCES GENERAL 
 
Climate, Energy, and Environment Policy Committee  (CEEPC) 
CEEPC’s annual climate and energy surveys will be sent to wastewater and water utilities and service 
providers on January 24 and are due February 14. The survey will ask questions related to 
environmental initiatives that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The information collected in the 
survey will be aggregated to highlight regional results and highlight utility best practices in the CEEPC 
Annual Climate and Energy Progress Report. 

COG Contact:    Maia Davis (202) 962-3227 / mdavis@mwcog.org 
 
Green Streets 
In 2012, the Anacostia Watershed Restoration Partnership recommended that the Transportation 
Planning Board adopt a regional Green Streets policy, parallel to its adopted regional Complete Streets 
policy. COG staff developed a green streets policy inventory to gauge the current status of policies 
and programs in the region. Green streets documents were shared with CBPC and WRTC members 
earlier this year, and updates on the Green Streets policy were shared with WRTC and CBPC at the 
November meetings. In response to comments, the policy was slightly revised and DEP staff created a 
Green Streets Resources fact sheet. The draft regional Green Streets policy, policy template, and 
attachments will be presented at the Transportation Planning Board’s (TPB) January 15th meeting as an 
informational item, and is expected to be adopted by TPB in February. 

COG Contacts:    Michael Farrell (DTP) (202) 962-3760 / mfarrell@mwcog.org  
Amanda Campbell (DEP) (202) 962-3324 / acampbell@mwcog.org

  
Green Infrastructure   
COG hosted DC Water’s Green Infrastructure Summit event on January 21. DC Water General Manager 
George Hawkins presented a detailed overview of the recently released proposed modifications to 
their Clean Rivers project (i.e., CSO Long Term Control Plan)  to include additional Green 
Infrastructure elements. DC Water is soliciting comments on the proposal via email - 
CleanRiversGI@dcwater.com, website or mail. For more information, see www.dcwater.com/green.  
 
COG Contact:    Tanya Spano (202) 962-3776 / tspano@mwcog.org 

 
WASTEWATER 
 
COG Service Area Maps 
A series of COG region-wide county-based maps are being updated for COG’s members and water 
utilities, displaying wastewater and drinking water treatment plant service areas and Regional Activity 
Centers (RACs). These maps hope to link COG’s efforts to develop thriving communities throughout the 
metropolitan region with COG’s water infrastructure efforts. 
COG contact:                             Nasser Ameen (202) 962-3394 / ameen@mwcog.org 
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CHESAPEAKE BAY PROGRAM 
 
Draft Bay Agreement 
A draft of the Chesapeake Bay Agreement is slated to be released to the public the end of January for 
a 45-day comment period. The CBPC will be submitting a comment letter in February on behalf of 
membership. Visit the Bay Program website for more information and a link to the draft Agreement. 
 
COG Contact:    Heidi Bonnaffon (202) 962-3216 / hbonnaffon@mwcog.org 
 
 
STAC Workshop on Urban Model Issues 
The Chesapeake Bay Program’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) will sponsor a 
workshop on urban modeling issues Feb. 12-13 in Towson, Md. The invite-only workshop will address 
how urban lands are currently modeled by the Bay Program’s watershed model and whether 
monitoring data or other science-based information supports making changes to the model. The 
workshop will serve as a launching pad for any efforts to update the urban portion of the model in the 
new version to be produced for the 2017 mid-point assessment of the Bay TMDL. 
 
COG Contact:                          Karl Berger (202) 962-3350 / kberger@mwcog.org 
 
 
Bay Articles: Troubled Water Series 
The Capital Gazette ran a week of articles and videos in October related to the Chesapeake Bay called 
the Troubled Water series. To view the articles please visit this Capital Gazette link. 
 
COG Contact:    Heidi Bonnaffon (202) 962-3216 / hbonnaffon@mwcog.org 
 
 
Conowingo Dam Issue 
The state of Maryland, the Chesapeake Bay Program and other parties have commissioned several 
studies to evaluate the accumulation of sediment behind the three large dams on the lower 
Susquehanna River and how new patterns of scour and deposition are affecting water quality in the 
Bay. Reports from these parallel studies are expected to be issued in 2014. COG staff is tracking the 
study results and expects to provide a presentation to the CBPC later this year that will document the 
impact of the sediment build-up on the Bay TMDL and what options are being considered for 
addressing the issue. 
 
COG Contact:    Karl Berger (202) 962-3350 / kberger@mwcog.org 
 

Modeling Lab Proposal 
Based on an action team recommendation – available here -- the Chesapeake Bay Program is 
considering the establishment of a Chesapeake Bay Modeling Laboratory to provide better support for 
the development of new models or the modification of existing models to add new processes. The 
action team also recommended that calibration of existing models should become a function of the 
new modeling lab. The action team has estimated that creation of such a lab would require an 
additional $2 million/year in sustainable funding. COG staff is tracking this issue and may ask the 
WRTC for input on whether COG should support this proposal. 
 
COG Contact:                         Karl Berger (202) 962-3350 / kberger@mwcog.org 
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WATER QUALITY DATA 
 
Regional Water Quality Monitoring Subcommittee 
In cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey and state agencies, COG hosted a workshop in 
December to review water quality monitoring efforts in the region that are designed to measure the 
impact of runoff from urban (that includes wastewater and stormwater inputs) watersheds. A 
particular focus of the workshop was to educate participants on the status of the Bay Program’s tidal 
and non-tidal monitoring networks, particularly in the Potomac watershed and explore the Bay 
Program’s plans for revising the monitoring program in the wake of budget cuts. After further review, 
COG’s technical committees expect to provide a recommendation to the CBPC for commenting to the 
Bay Program on the importance of maintaining a robust monitoring program. 

COG Contacts:   Karl Berger, (202) 962-3350, kberger@mwcog.org   
Christine Howard (202) 962-3366 / choward@mwcog.org 

 

DRINKING WATER  

The Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership (DWSPP)  
The DWSPP held a workshop on Friday, October 25th for drinking water utilities to discuss the third 
Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR3). Potomac River drinking water utilities designed 
the workshop to inform local water authorities how to effectively communicate UCMR3 monitoring 
results.  

The 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) amendments require EPA, once every five years, to issue a 
new list of no more than 30 unregulated contaminants to be monitored by public water systems. The 
first Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 1) was published on September 17, 1999, the 
second (UCMR 2) was published on January 4, 2007 and the third (UCMR 3) was published on May 2, 
2012.  

This monitoring provides a basis for future regulatory actions to protect public health. It provides 
scientific data on the occurrence of these contaminants in drinking water. This data set is one of the 
primary sources of occurrence and exposure information that EPA uses to develop regulatory decisions 
for emerging contaminants. 

All of the meeting materials as well a summary of the facilitated discussion on communicating 
monitoring results are available on the DWSPP website.    
 
COG contact:                             Christine Howard (202) 962-3366 / choward@mwcog.org 
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
 

 February 12-13 STAC Modeling Workshop (Towson, MD) 

 February 25 – Stream Restoration Workshop (COG Training Center, 10 am - 3 pm) - New stream 

restoration requirements and techniques in the wake of the Bay Program’s approval of Expert 

Panel recommendations for this BMP. 

 February 25-28 – WEF Utility Management Conference, Savannah, GA 

 March 6 – WRTC Meeting 

 March 21 – CBPC Meeting (Board Room, 10 am - 12:00 pm) 

 March 26 – CEEPC Meeting (Board Room, 10 am – 12:00 pm) 

 April/May 2014 (date/time TBD) – “Water Resources Infrastructure” Event 

 May 1 – WRTC Meeting   

 May 16 – CBPC Meeting 

I:\WRTC\2014\013114\GenUpdates-UpcomingEvents_013114_rev.docx 


