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The Montgomery County Strategic Plan to End Childhood Hunger harnessed the expertise of local residents and
organizations to identify food access barriers and strategies that will reduce food insecurity across all childhood
age groups. Its fourteen recommendations are organized into three groups based on how they address child-
hood food insecurity: with direct financial benefits to purchase food; with food provided at school, pre-school, or
daycare; and, with novel approaches.

How Many Children in Montgomery County are Food Insecure?-

Feeding America estimates at least 33,840 of the 237,960 children (approximately 14%) in Montgomery County are
food insecure, and due to the County’s high cost of living, more than an additional 76,000 children live in house-
holds without sufficient income to meet their basic needs but earning too much to qualify for Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits and/or free school lunch. In 2021:
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While 4.5% of white children in Montgomery Roughly half of children living in households
County are estimated to live in households with below the Federal Poverty Level speak
incomes below the Federal Poverty Level, that same languages other than English at home, with
measure for Latino and Black children is over 14%. : 35% living in Spanish speaking households.

* See the complete Strategic Plan to End Childhood Hunger for source information



cHILDHOOD FOOD INSECURITY IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY
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Strategies to End Childhood Hunger

The fourteen recommendations are organized into three groups v1, Bigldeas:

based on how they address childhood food insecurity: - B Promise large systemic change.

S = Time and resource intensive.
®m With direct financial benefits to purchase food,; ® Reach thousands of families.
. . m [mpact extends beyond just food needs.
m With food provided at school, pre-school, or daycare; and
® With novel approaches.
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Quicker Changes:

®m Promise rapid assistance.

®m Help address immediate needs.
m Build on existing programs.

m Less time and resource intensive.

As the strategies in this plan vary significantly in scale, complexity,
and impact, each group is further organized into two general cate-
gories - “Big ldeas” and “Quicker Changes”.
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The Strategic Plan to End Childhood Hunger resulted from the passage of Resolution Number 19-
1235, which was introduced in the Montgomery County Council by then-Council President Gabe
Albornoz in May 2022. In partnership with the County Executive Marc Elrich, the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Montgomery County Food Council collaborated to design a
comprehensive government strategy to end childhood hunger in the County.
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