
  

ITEM 8 – Action 

May 15, 2024 

 

Visualize 2050: Approval of the Scope of Work for the Air Quality 

Conformity Analysis of the Visualize 2050  

National Capital Region Transportation Plan and the  

FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),  

Which Includes Projects Submitted for Analysis 

 

 

Action: Adopt Resolution R12-2024 to approve the scope of 

work for the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of Visualize 

2050 and the FY 2026-2029 TIP, including the list of 

project submissions for analysis. 

 

Background: Item 8A: Approval of the Scope of Work for the Air 

Quality Conformity Analysis of the Visualize 2050 

National Capital Region Transportation Plan and the FY 

2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP), which includes projects submitted for analysis. 

  

UPDATE AS OF 5-14-24:  

There has been new language for the resolution 

proposed as highlighted in yellow in the resolution 

packet.  Attachment 1 (MDOT letter) has been added 

and a new Attachment 2 (VDOT letter) is also included; 

original attachments 2-4 are renumbered 3-5. 

 

Following the TPB approved Visualize 2050 

development schedule, the TPB this month is asked to 

take the first of two key actions. The first is the Board 

will vote this month on the approval of the air quality 

conformity analysis scope of work including regionally 

significant projects to proceed with the required federal 

air quality conformity analysis. Over the last 17 

months, these projects underwent a thorough review 

by the TPB member agencies (sponsor agency) 

assisted by TPB staff, two public comment periods, and 



  

several TPB meetings/work sessions. TPB member 

agencies have proposed these projects for inclusion in 

Visualize 2050 because of their anticipated value 

towards achieving the National Capital Region’s 

desired future transportation system. 
 

The second Board action is adoption of Visualize 2050 

Plan and FY 2026-2029 TIP, upon completion of the air 

quality conformity and system performance analysis, 

and is scheduled for June 2025 including all the 

remaining project inputs that are not part of the air 

quality conformity analysis. 

 

 

Item 8B: Supplemental Information to Support Board 

Action on Resolution R12-2024 

UPDATE AS OF 5-14-24: The MDOT letter from May 14, 

2024 has been included.  

 

Staff reviews information on letters received from 

agencies, edits made to the Air Quality Conformity 

Inputs Table since the April 17, 2024 TPB meeting and 

other information to support Board action on 

Resolution R12-2024 in Item 8A. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Item 8A – Updated on 5-14-24 - Attachment 1 (MDOT letter) has 

been added and a new Attachment 2 (VDOT letter) is also 

included with new language highlighted in yellow; original 

attachments 2-4 are now 3-5. Visualize 2050 and FY 2026-2029 

TIP Air Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of Work Approval 

Package 

• Item 8B – Updated on 5-14-24 to include the MDOT letter 

Visualize 2050 and FY 2026-2029 TIP Supplemental Information 

• Item 8 – Visualize 2050 Air Quality Conformity Scope of Work 

Approval Presentation 

 

 



METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200

MEMORANDUM 

TO: TPB Board 

FROM: Cristina Finch, Transportation Planner 

SUBJECT:  Approval of the Scope of Work for the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the Visualize 

2050 National Capital Region Transportation Plan and the FY 2026-2029 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP), which includes projects submitted for analysis 

DATE: May 14, 2024 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide supplemental information on the resolution that the 

Board will be asked to approve at this meeting as part of Item 8A.  This includes updated information 

on the technical inputs since the last Board meeting to be included in the regional air quality 

conformity analysis of the next National Capital Region Transportation Plan, Visualize 2050, and the 

FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).   

• Resolution R12-2024 includes a letter from Maryland DOT (R12-2024 Attachment 1) and

transit commitments from Maryland in response to past resolutions R2-2022 and R15-2022

which are also included (R12-2024 Attachment 4)

• Air Quality Conformity Analysis Scope of Work provides additional technical information to

be used and outlines the work tasks to be performed in the analysis including the COG-

approved Cooperative Forecasts Round 10 tables. (Resolution R12-2024 Attachment 2)

• Air Quality Conformity Network Input Tables reflect every regionally significant for air quality

project that will be analyzed. The table identifies (1) in pink changes since the end of the

public comment period (March 30, 2024) and reflects response to comments and technical

corrections;  (2)  in blue/strikethrough highlight projects from Visualize 2045 that are being

withdrawn (i.e. deletions); and (3) in yellow highlight projects that are either newly proposed

for inclusion in Visualize 2050 or changes to some aspect of a project that is in Visualize

2045 . This list does not include ongoing/candidate projects that are not regionally

significant for air quality.

(Resolution R12-2024 Attachment 3)

Supplementary Information: 

• Two letters from Virginia DOT on the Southside Express Lanes project

• One letter from Maryland DOT requesting removal of an I-495 express lanes study from the

Air Quality Conformity Network Input Table and providing information about the American

Legion Bridge plus I-270 Program
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UPDATES TO THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY ANALYSIS CONFORMITY TABLE AND SCOPE 

OF WORK 

Since the publishing of the Air Quality Conformity Inputs Table for the April TPB meeting, TPB staff 

received more feedback from agency staff that prompted the following additional edits: 

 

1. Shellhorn Road Extension (row 540) – Facility was Williamson Blvd, should be Sterling Blvd 

2. James Madison Highway Overpass Widening (rows 421-422) – row 421 was listed and 

should be removed, row 422 completion date was 2030, should be 2038 

3. I-495 Toll Lanes (row 204) – should be clarified in the To limit adding “(including 

access/egress ramps eastward on the Beltway toward MD 187)” 

4. I-495 Toll Lanes (rows 205-210) – study, not coded, from I-270Y – western spur to the 

Potomac River should be removed completely from the table 

5. I-495 Southside Express Lanes (row 373 / 373a) – row 373a which had been added for the 

April meeting materials to show more detail in number of lanes for a small section of the 

project has been removed; row 373 is as it was originally in the March meeting materials, 

with 2 express lanes in each direction, has been restored. 

6. Randolph Rd BRT, North Bethesda Transitway BRT, and New Hampshire Avenue New BRT 

Expansion from Colesville Park and Ride to Fort Totten Metro Station (Transit, Rows 23, 24, 

and 27) – were listed in the April meeting materials as study/not coded, and should be listed 

as Implement as originally listed in the March meeting materials. Additionally, the completion 

year for all three BRT projects should be 2045. 

 

SCHEDULE 

The Visualize 2050 development process has completed the second of three public comment 

opportunities. Key upcoming dates: 

 

May  The TPB will take a key vote in the planning process on May 15, 2024, which will 

enable the continuation of modeling and conformity analysis work. 

Agencies submit any remaining non-regionally significant for air quality projects into 

the PIT by June 28, 2024. 

Summer TPB staff work with TPB member agencies on other projects, programs not significant 

for air quality conformity analysis 

Fall  TPB staff finalize the complete financial plan for Visualize 2050 (including Operations, 

Maintenance/State of Good Repair), full project list and analyze takeaways for 

Visualize 2050 

Winter Finalize conformity analysis, draft Visualize 2050 plan and FY 2026-2029 

Transportation Improvement Program 

April 2025 TPB review analysis results, draft plan and FY 2026-2029 TIP; Public Comment Period 

June 2025 TPB action to approve the results of the Air Quality Conformity Analysis and adoption of 

Visualize 2050 and the FY 2026-2029 Transportation Improvement Program 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. Virginia DOT April 30, 2024 letter on I-495 Southside Express Lanes project 

2. Virginia DOT May 7, 2024 letter in response to questions on I-495 Southside Express Lanes 

project 

3. Maryland DOT May 14, 2024 letter on 495 “East” Study, ALB+270 Program, and Southern 

Maryland Rapid Transit 
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May 14, 2024 
 
 
The Honorable Christina Henderson 
Chair 
National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
777 North Capitol Street, NE, Suite 300 
Washington DC  20002 
 
Dear Chair Henderson: 
 
The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) requests that certain changes be made to 
the project inputs and the conformity tables in the National Capital Region Transportation 
Planning Board’s (TPB) Long Range Transportation Plan, Visualize 2050, reflecting feedback 
from Maryland member jurisdictions and the public.  We also wanted to provide an update on 
coordination with the City of Rockville and the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation (MCDOT) and additional context on the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit 
(SMRT) project in Charles and Prince George’s Counties.  
 
495 “East” Study 
The MDOT is removing CE1182, the I-495 Toll Lanes Study from the I-270Y (Western Spur) to 
the Potomac River (Woodrow Wilson Bridge), which is listed in the conformity input tables.  
Portions of this segment were removed from the MDOT’s construction program during the 
National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) process, and since it has no funding in the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) nor in Visualize 2045, we are removing it from the 
list of studies proposed to be studied in Visualize 2050.  
 
ALB+270 Program 
Since the April 2024 TPB meeting, MDOT has coordinated further with MCDOT and the City of 
Rockville.  Under the Moore-Miller Administration, MDOT has appreciated the coordination 
with MCDOT on the ALB+270 Program, including the County Executive and Council’s support 
for MDOT’s grant requests for the section of project currently being advanced in design.  In our 
coordination following the April meeting, Montgomery County and MDOT reaffirmed their 
shared commitment for the implementation of the program in a manner that advances transit 
along the corridor.  In coordination with Montgomery County, MDOT will support a resolution 
at the May meeting that reaffirms the transit commitments in TPB Resolutions R2-2022 and 
R15-2022 that were associated with the replacement of the American Legion Bridge and  
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widening of I-495 and I-270 in Visualize 2045 considering a certain scope, phasing, and project 
delivery methodology.   
 
MDOT is committed to working with Montgomery County toward a more defined strategy to 
advance the project and these commitments before approval of Visualize 2050.  MDOT has 
provided this resolution language to TPB staff for inclusion in the base resolution for the May 
15, 2024 meeting.  
 
The MDOT understands the City of Rockville’s concerns about the Selected Alternative and 
their desire to remove the section of I-270 from Westlake Terrace to I-370 from Visualize 2050.  
As MDOT discussed in the April TPB meeting and in follow up with the City, MDOT is 
advancing design work for I-495 from the George Washington Memorial Parkway to the I-270 
West Spur and on the I-270 West Spur from I-495 to north of Westlake Terrace and pursuing 
federal grants for construction.  Meanwhile, MDOT plans to begin a NEPA study and associated 
planning for I-270 North (I-370 to I-70) later this year.  No active design or planning activity 
related to the Selected Alternative is occurring between Westlake Terrace and I-370 on I-270 at 
this time nor is it planned to be advanced by this Administration as we focus on sections to the 
south and north.   
 
At such time that design activities may start for this section, MDOT commits to engage with 
Gaithersburg, Montgomery County, and Rockville regarding the path forward.  Mitigation 
requirements and commitments for the section, including sound barriers and transit investments, 
will be advanced as part of that engagement.  MDOT will also evaluate the effects related to the 
phasing of potential improvements.  MDOT will complete this engagement and evaluation prior 
to any funding for construction for this section being included in the Transportation 
Improvement Program.  
 
While MDOT is comfortable to extend the time horizon for this section from the proposed 2040 
to 2045 for Visualize 2050, consistent with the Project’s NEPA horizon year, MDOT opposes 
any effort to remove this segment from the long-range plan as it would be inconsistent with the 
NEPA Record of Decision approved by the Federal Highway Administration.   
 
Moreover, MDOT does not believe that a motion to remove only the Westlake Terrace to I-370 
segment (called “Segment D” by TPB staff) is permissible.  The federal regulations governing 
air quality conformity (40 CFR 93) provide clear definitions for transportation projects including 
transit projects and highway projects.  The definition of a highway project in 40 CFR 93.101 
mirrors FHWA regulations for actions evaluated under NEPA.  Through the environmental 
review process, FHWA has defined the “highway project” through its approval of the Selected 
Alternative in their Record of Decision.  The highway project’s scope and limits cannot be 
changed for the purposes of evaluating air quality conformity as it must be consistent with the 
highway project in the Selected Alternative in the FHWA Record of Decision.  The highway 
project may be phased for the purposes of construction, which is reflected in the air quality  
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inputs provided by MDOT.  If the project were to be removed from the air quality conformity 
analysis, MDOT cannot advance the action including any construction and any commitments 
related to the project.  
 
These issues being raised, MDOT would welcome the opportunity to put forward a resolution on 
Wednesday that affirms the City and the Department’s shared goals while retaining “Segment D” 
in the long-range plan.  
 
Southern Maryland Rapid Transit 
We appreciate the feedback that we have received from stakeholders regarding the SMRT 
project in Charles and Prince George’s Counties.  MDOT and the Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) are actively coordinating with our local partners on completing the 
design, engineering, and environmental reviews to secure a federal record of decision on the 
project.  We recently executed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the two Counties 
to advance this activity.  Currently, there is $10M in federal earmark and state funding in the  
FY 23-26 TIP to complete this work, and it is listed as a study moving forward in the long-range 
plan (TIP Record 11620).  There is a total of $25M programmed in MDOT’s current FY24-FY29 
Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP), and MDOT will update the upcoming FY 26-29 
TIP this year to match the funding levels in the CTP.  The MDOT strongly supports the 
advancement of the design and NEPA process. 
 
In order for a project to be included in the TPB’s conformity inputs for construction, it needs to 
be financially constrained, and it would have to demonstrate that construction or full funding is 
reasonably expected to be available.  As soon as there is a designated mode, alignment, and 
estimated cost for construction, MDOT will work with the counties to include SMRT as a 
construction project either in a future long-range plan update or as an off-cycle plan amendment.  
 
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.  Should you have additional questions or 
concerns, please contact Ms. Kari Snyder, MDOT Office of Planning and Capital Programming 
(OPCP) Regional Planner at 410-865-1305, toll free 888-713-1414 or via e-mail at 
ksnyder3@mdot.maryland.gov.  Ms. Snyder will be happy to assist you.  Of course, please feel 
free to contact me directly. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Drew Morrison 
Policy Advisor for Planning and Project Development, MDOT 
 
cc:     Ms. Kari Snyder, Regional Planner, OPCP, MDOT 

Mr. Geoffrey Anderson, Chief of Planning, Programming, and Delivery, MDOT 


