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The Air and Climate Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC) and the 
Climate, Energy, and Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC)

Draft Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 22 2010
Room 1
5:30 P.M.-7:30 P.M.

AQPAQ members: Bill Butler, Sally Kane, Linda Murphy, Caroline Petti, Deron Lovaas, Larry Zaragoza, Bahri Aliriza, Richard Reiss, Beverly Fourier, Josh Silverman
Staff: Joan Rohlfs, Jeff King
1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda, Approval of Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm.  The minutes of January 11, 2010 were approved with two minor changes from Rick Reiss (ppm to ppb and name spelling).  Mr. Lovaas welcomed the newest member, Jennifer Peterson.  Members agreed to modify the agenda to include discussion of potential name change.
2.  Climate, Energy and Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC) Update

Jeff King provided an update on the regional Climate and Energy Action Plan for 2012.  CEEPC adopted the action plan on January 27.  It contains a number of strategies and performance measures for jurisdictions in the region.  Some of the actions include preparing government operations and community-wide greenhouse gas inventories and climate plans (including a reduction target), achieving energy efficiency targets for municipals operations, purchase of renewable power, planning to increase tree canopy, and adopting green fleet and green building policies.  The action plan also includes specific tasks from the Transportation Planning Board's work plan, including identifying measures and analyzing cost effectiveness.  Dr. Zaragoza urged staff to arrange a separate meeting to discuss how the region might work to harmonize greenhouse gas emission estimation and reporting.
Joan Rohlfs said that the action plan also calls for regional education and outreach programs to be developed and implemented.  One possible program that is being considered is a green government challenge and using social marketing concepts to engage stakeholders to adopt energy efficiency measures.  Dr. Zaragoza urged staff to also consider education and outreach initiatives that don't involve competition.
3.  Air Quality Update: 

Joan Rohlfs said that On January 6, 2010, EPA proposed to strengthen the national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone. EPA proposed to strengthen the 8-hour primary ozone standard to a level within the range of 0.060-0.070 parts per million. The proposal is based on scientific and technical information showing effects in healthy adults at 0.060 ppm.  EPA held a public hearing on the proposal in Arlington, Virginia.  Comments heard included criticism of the scientific basis for the proposal as well as support for a tighter new standard to protect public health, particularly for children.  The public comment period ends on March 22, 2010. MWAQC has sent a comment letter on the proposal, supporting the proposed range as being more protective of public health, and urging new national measures to reduce pollution transport.

Joan Rohlfs discussed the proposed MWAQC work program and budget for 2011.  There is no change to the core work program and a small $5000 increase in the local government portion of the work program.  Work activities for the year will include SIP inventory development, multi-pollutant control strategy development, transitioning to the MOVES model, local government assistance and tracking progress.  The budget committee met in December and supported the proposed work program and budget.  
4.  Election of officers for 2010 

A 3-person Nominating Committee was appointed in December to nominate a Chair and Vice Chair for 2010.  The recommended slate include Deron Lovaas for chair and Dr. Zaragoza for Vice Chair.  Official balloting was conducted and the proposed slate was approved unanimously.
5.   New Business 

Caroline Petti provided a list of proposed new names for the committee.  It was agreed unanimously that the group should recommend to MWAQC that the name be changed to the Air and Climate Public Advisory Committee (ACPAC).
Jeff King said that EPA recently awarded COG a new grant under the Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) program.  The project will involve repowering 2 marine vessels operating out of the Port of Alexandria, Virginia, and landfill equipment operating at the Prince William County landfill.

For future agenda topics, members suggested hearing information on tree canopy programs and information on the Carper/Alexander multi-pollutant bill.

6. Next Meeting: March 15, 2010
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.
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