

Highlights of the Aviation Technical Subcommittee Meeting held on March 23, 2006
1.
Call to Order/Approval of January 26th Meeting Highlights

Simone Johnson, MAA, chaired this meeting.  The January 26th   meeting highlights were approved as submitted. 

2. 
Update on CONAANDA

Mark Rawlings, COG/TPB presented this item. Using notes prepared by Mr. Nichols, Mr. Rawlings report was presented as follows:

· CONAANDA last met on February 8th.
· A major presentation on the FAA Navigation Procedures at Reagan Washington National was rescheduled for the next meeting which is to be held on April 12, 2006. 

· Mark Rawlings, COG CASP Program Manager, provided the Committee with an update on the CASP program.  
· Major agenda items for the April 12th meeting should include:
· Rescheduled FAA presentation

· Update on aviation-related issues at both  Ronald Reagan Washington National and Washington Dulles International Airports.

· Report on first meeting of Helicopter Working Group
3.
2005 Air Passenger Survey
Bob Griffiths and Abdul Mohammed, COG/DTP, presented this item. Mr. Griffiths began by again requesting comments from the Subcommittee on the draft report for the 2005 Air Passenger Survey. He stated that he was particularly interested in receiving the Subcommittee’s comments to help explain places with significantly higher local originations such as College Park (University of Maryland), Harrisonburg (James Madison University) and Annapolis (Naval Academy) in addition to insight on the significant changes between the 2002 and 2005 surveys for the following data items: Trip Purpose, Ground Trip Origin, Mode of Access, Resident/Non-Resident status, and Age. He also stated that he really wanted more comments to help explain whether the increase in local originations from these areas were seasonal or a new trend resulting from lower airfares. Ms. Simone Johnson then informed Mr. Griffiths that she had forwarded the draft report to several other MAA staff for review and comments. 

Mr. Griffiths then distributed and discussed a handout entitled 2005 Air Passenger Survey Originating Passengers by Jurisdiction. He informed the Subcommittee that there were several results that he was not happy with, and that he would continue to look at those results. Mr. Griffiths then reported that: In general, Baltimore City, Arlington and Alexandria showed very little change; he found a large number of zip codes on Fairfax/Loudoun County border that should go down after more research; 2000 survey totals were updated after staff revised the AAZs to respect jurisdictional boundaries. In addition, he reported that the results show a huge increase in Baltimore region specifically in Harford County. Mr. Griffiths continued by stating that the increase may be real, but he just wanted to be sure. Ms. Simone Johnson responded that this increase in trips may be due to the significant increase in housing development activity in Harford County. 
Mr. Griffiths then informed the Subcommittee that he was also concerned about the decline in air travelers from Montgomery and Prince Georges counties which was large enough that Maryland Suburbs of D.C. dropped by 5%. He further explained that Laurel was also confusing in geocoding because it can be located in Howard, Prince Georges, or Anne Arundel Counties. Mr. Griffiths concluded by stating that staff will get the jurisdictional distribution together first then by AAZ. Mr. Maurice Keys then asked if the decline in air travelers from Maryland suburbs of D.C. could be due to a reduction in employment growth in those jurisdictions.  Mr. Griffiths responded that he would like to get the big picture right first. He continued by informing the Subcommittee that he would work with Abdul Mohammed to resolve any issues and send out a revised table & memorandum for the Subcommittee’s review in the next 2-3 weeks.
4.
Ground Access Element Update
Mark Rawlings, COG/TPB, presented this item. Mr. Rawlings began by distributing a technical memorandum that documents work completed under Task 1 of this project: Review current ground access facilities, services, activity levels and planning. The draft technical memorandum was presented for review and comments by the Aviation Technical Subcommittee. He then distributed a handout that highlighted the major points presented in the technical memorandum. His presentation covered the following items: Problem Statement/Project Background, Regional Air System Planning Process, Recent CASP program Projects/Inputs for Ground Access Element Update, Project Purpose, Current Ground Access Facilities (Highway, Transit & Paratransit) at BWI, DCA and IAD airports, Fall 2003 Ground Access Travel Time Study, Highway Links Operating at LOS E or F (AM, Mid-day, & PM Peak Periods), Methodology for Identifying Ground Access Issues and Problems, Major Ground Access Problems/Issues for Facilities Serving BWI, DCA & IAD Passengers, Next Steps/Project Schedule. Mr. Mike Hackett stated that the Ground Access Travel Time Study did not include Routes 50 and 606. He then requested that the Ground Access Element Update also address facilities west of Washington Dulles International Airport. Ms Simone Johnson then stated that the Ground Access Travel Time Study didn’t include Harford County either. As a result, she requested that Harford County, considering the significant amount of recent and planned development activity, be included in the future travel time studies.

Mr. Rawlings then requested that any Subcommittee comments on the draft report be submitted to staff within two weeks for inclusion in a revised draft report. He concluded the project update with a discussion on the schedule for completion of the project. 
5.
Regional Airport, Airline and Aviation Industry News
The purpose of this agenda item was to provide an opportunity for Subcommittee members to share information on regional airport, airline and aviation industry news.
6.
Other Business
Mr. Mike Hackett, MWAA, suggested and the Subcommittee agreed that the next Aviation Technical Subcommittee meeting be held at MWAA offices at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport. 

The next meeting of the Aviation Technical Subcommittee was scheduled for Thursday, May 25, 2006
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