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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC)
BUSINESS MEETING
Thursday, March 12, 2008

(10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.)

COG Board Room, Third Floor

Lunch will be provided at 12:30 p.m.

AGENDA
I. Call to Order & Introductions –  Elaine Schaeffer,  WRTC Chair
(10:00 – 10:10 a.m.)
II. Chesapeake Bay Program & Related Updates

(10:10 – 11:00 a.m.)

A.
Water Quality Steering Committee (WQSC) Activities – Tanya Spano, COG staff; and Norm Goulet, NVRC staff
(10:10 – 10:45 a.m.)
Ms. Spano will provide updates on various WQSC activities, including the following items:

· Development of Bay-Tributary TMDLs;

· Associated nutrient and sediment load allocations (both tributary/state and local);
· Proposed definitions for a ‘Maximum Extent Feasible’ modeling scenario, its potential applications, and regulatory linkages; and

· Planning for the Bay-Tributary UAAs.

She will also provide an update on recent discussions with EPA/CBP staff; the proposed Work Session to address local TMDL allocation issues for the COG region; the current CBP/WQSC schedule for addressing all of these issues; and the opportunities for providing COG member input.  Mr. Goulet, as Chair of the CBP’s Urban Stormwater Work Group, will expand on the ‘Max Feasible’ issue – noting any potential links/relationship to stormwater permit requirements.

Feedback:
The WRTC will be asked to identify any additional information needs they have, and any technical or policy issues that should be transmitted to COG’s Chesapeake Bay and Water Resources Policy Committee (CBPC).
B. Two-Year Implementation Milestones – Ted Graham, COG staff
(10:45 – 11:00 a.m.)

The Chesapeake Bay Program’s Executive Council (EC) is set to adopt 2-year implementation milestones at its mid-May meeting (date TBD).  Given the importance attached to this by the EC at its November 2008 meeting, it is assumed that the milestones will likely have a significant impact on local implementation goals.  In addition, these milestones may also be used to support TMDL ‘reasonable assurance’ obligations.  In order to facilitate more effective dialog with the Bay Program Partners on the Bay-Tributary TMDLs, UAAs, load allocations; and implementation plans; COG staff is requesting that the WRTC  members identify realistic estimates (i.e., best professional judgment) regarding what activities could be implemented locally - between now and 2011 - for a select set of “urban BMPs.” (See background document for additional information.)
Mr. Graham will review the key points in the background piece, and lead a discussion of the WRTC members regarding the potential implications and/or opportunities that these milestones may present.
Action:
The WRTC will be asked to provide estimates of 2-year implementation rates for the selected urban BMPs (i.e., as outlined in the background document).
III. ‘A New Approach to Restoring the Bay’ – Dr. Walter Boynton, University of Maryland & Steve Bieber, COG staff 
(11:00 -11:45 a.m.)
Dr. Boynton, a professor at the University of Maryland’s Chesapeake Biological Laboratory, is one of a number of Bay scientists and policy makers who signed a statement Dec. 8, 2008, calling for an overall change in Bay restoration.  Concluding that the Bay Program’s current restoration efforts are not working, the group called for a “more comprehensive regulatory program with “mandatory, enforceable measures” for meeting water quality goals.  Dr. Boynton made a presentation to the CBPC on January 16, 2009 focusing on the scientific information that led to the group’s conclusion and its policy recommendations.  Based on that presentation, the CBPC directed COG staff to work with the WRTC to evaluate the merits of those technical and policy issues, and to provide their own recommendations to the CBPC.
Dr. Boynton will summarize the scientific information that led to the group’s conclusions - focusing on the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers as examples; and will discuss the resulting program and policy implications.  Mr. Bieber will then build on the information presented by Dr. Boynton by showing some recent results from the Bay Program’s Phase 5 Watershed Model, and explain its significance for the Potomac watershed.

Feedback:
The WRTC will be asked to identify any technical issues and information needs regarding these issues.
Action:
As part of the overall policy discussions under agenda item IV, the WRTC will be asked to identify any policy issues that should be transmitted to the CBPC regarding these issues.
IV. COG’s Policy Principles for the Restoration and Protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its Tributaries – Ted Graham, COG staff
(11:45 – 12:10 p.m.)
In 1997, the COG Board approved R25-97, which established four policy principles for guiding the Chesapeake Bay Program’s interactions with local governments.  Given the changes to the Bay Program since that time, particularly, its increasing emphasis on regulatory measures, the CBPC identified the need to re-examine these principles as a committee priority for 2009.  The final draft principles would then be transmitted by the CBPC to the COG Board for formal approval.  (See attached new draft principles and previous principles.)
Mr. Graham will review the revised policy principles, and discuss how they are likely to be used by COG staff to support the interests of COG’s members in various CBP settings.
Action:
The WRTC will be asked to recommend these revised policy principles to the CBPC for endorsement, as submitted or as revised.
V. General Updates/Legislative Action – COG Staff
(12:10 – 12:20 pm.)
COG staff periodically prepare a summary of various legislative, regulatory and regional activities that are of interest or potential impact to COG’s members; noting their status and listing COG staff contacts for these issues.  
(See attached “General Updates.”)
COG staff will provide brief updates, and address any questions the WRTC members may have regarding the following issues - as well as other topics noted in the General Updates, or Future Meetings/Key Events list:
· Federal Stimulus Program – S. Bieber
· Regional Outreach:  Infrastructure & Wastewater/Water Protection Focus – S. Bieber/T. Spano
· Greater Washington 2050:  Environmental Metrics – T. Spano
Feedback:
WRTC will be asked to identify any additional information needs.
VI. Around the Room – WRTC Members
(12:20 -12:30 p.m.)

Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to note any particular activities their jurisdiction/agency is undertaking or additional items of interest or concern that they believe would be of interest to the other members.

VII. Adjourn Business Meeting/Lunch – Elaine Schaeffer, Chair
(12:30 p.m.)
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FUTURE MEETINGS / KEY EVENTS

Recycling Committee Meeting – March 19th – Technical panel discussion regarding Paper/Plastic Bag Ban.  (See attached meeting agenda.)
CBPC Meeting – March 20th- Proposed Agenda Items:

· Potomac Conservancy (Hedrick Belin, President) – Focus on Urban Stormwater Issues

· Update to COG’s Bay Policy Principles (including WRTC recommendations)
· Trash Resolution
· Chesapeake Bay Program Developments - Highlights
· Federal/State Legislative and Budget Developments - Updates

WRTC Meeting – May 6th – Proposed Agenda Items:

· Chesapeake Bay Program Developments – Update on Results of Bay-Tributary Load Allocation & TMDL Decisions and Identify Technical/Policy Recommendations

· FY 2010 Regional Water Fund Work Plan and Budget – Endorse to CBPC
· Potomac Water Quality Report – Provide comments and recommendations
CBPC Meeting - May 15th – Proposed Agenda Items:
· Chesapeake Bay Program Developments – Update on Results of Bay-Tributary Load Allocation & TMDL Decisions and WRTC’s Technical/Policy Recommendations

· FY 2010 Regional Water Fund Work Plan and Budget – Approval
· Potomac Water Quality Report – Accept report and WRTC Recommendations
Anacostia Partnership: Workshop Promoting Redevelopment LID in the Anacostia Watershed – March 26-27
Wastewater Climate Change-Greenhouse Gas Inventory Workshop – April/May (date TBD)
WEF’s Nutrient Removal 2009:  Sustainable Treatment Solutions Conference – June 28 – July 1 (Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, DC)
· Tours of Loudoun Water’s Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility and Blue Plains WWTP – June (specific date TBD).  Tours to be focused on wastewater treatment – nutrient removal specifically, reuse, biosolids processes, and sustainability issues.
