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TPB Technical Committee Meeting Highlights October 2, 2009

The Technical Committee met on October 2 at COG.  Five items were reviewed for
inclusion on the TPB agenda on October 21

• TPB agenda Items 7-10

The Committee was updated on the air quality conformity assessment for the
amendment to the 2009 CLRP and FY 2010-2015 TIP to include the Purple Line
Light Rail Project and the transportation components associated with the "Return
to L'Enfant" Development Over I-395.

• TPB agenda Item 11

The Committee was briefed on a draft Value Pricing Grant proposal from the TPB
and the Brookings Institution to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to
study public acceptability of pricing major roadways in the Washington
Metropolitan Area.

• TPB agenda Item 12

The Committee was updated on the Regional "Street Smart" Pedestrian and  
Bicycle Safety Education Campaign and briefed on the evaluation of the Fall
2008 and Spring 2009 campaigns, and on the status of the funding and  
planning for the Fall 2009 and Spring 2010 campaigns.

• TPB agenda Item 13

The Committee was briefed on the status of the extension of SAFETEA-LU which
expired on September 30, 2009, and on the status of the $8.7 billion rescission of
federal contract authority for most surface transportation programs that took
effect September 30. The Committee was also briefed on the status of the new
six-year authorization of federal transportation programs which will succeed
SAFETEA-LU.

• TPB agenda Item 14

Staff briefed the Committee on the agenda for a planning session on public
outreach for the update of the region’s CLRP to be held on October 15, and on
the draft call for projects document and schedule for the air quality conformity
assessment.  The TPB will be asked to approve the final call for projects
document at its November 18 meeting.

Three items were presented for information and discussion:

• Staff updated the Committee on the current activities of the travel forecasting
sub-committee.

• The Committee was briefed on a comparison of initial emission results from
EPA’s Draft Motor Vehicle Simulation Model (MOVES) with results from the
current MOBILE 6.2 model used in air quality conformity and SIP planning. The
MOVES model will eventually replace the MOBILE 6 model for computing mobile
source emissions for assessing air quality conformity.
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• Staff reviewed for the Committee a presentation regarding green house gas
(GHG) emissions reduction results for strategies in the "What Would It Take"
transportation and land use scenario that was given on September 23 to the
COG Climate, Energy and Environment Policy Committee (CEEPC).  CEEPC,
which was created by the COG Board in April 2009, is responsible for managing
implementation of COG Climate Change activities.
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