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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

Meeting Minutes (revised 6/15/09)
Monday, June 15, 2009
Room 1
5:30 P.M.-7:30 P.M.

Present: Bill Butler, Tim Duggan, Sally Kane, Brian Holmes, Caroline Petti, Josh Silverman, Deron Lovaas, Larry Zaragoza, Linda Murphy, Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, 
Staff: Joan Rohlfs, Anne Mariani (intern)
1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda, Approval of Minutes
Deron Lovaas called the meeting to order at 5:36 pm. Three people were on the conference phone: Larry Zaragoza, Sally Kane and Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet. Staff asked that agenda item #3, MOVES model transition be postponed to July. The minutes were corrected by Caroline Petti and Larry Zaragoza. Josh Silverman corrected the spelling of his name on page 3. The minutes were approved as corrected.
2.  Transportation Planning Scenarios: “What Would It Take?”
Monica Bansal, Transportation Planning staff, presented a modeling scenario to calculate the reduction measures needed in the Washington region to meeting regional greenhouse gas reduction targets in the mobile sector by 2020. The purpose of the scenario is also to look for effective GHG reduction strategies that could be included in the region’s transportation plan. The actions considered in the WWIT scenario are classified in three types: fuel efficiency, fuel carbon intensity, and travel efficiency (including VMT reduction, congestion reduction, and improved operational efficiency).

Several strategies were analyzed, including the current CAFÉ standards. In addition strategies such as enhancing CAFÉ and fuel efficiency were included in the analysis. Brian Holmes cautioned against using VMT as a metric because it does not account for congestion. Sally Kane proposed a contact with the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers that could review these emission reduction strategies and maybe add some to the list.

Then staff presented modeling results for several transportation emission reduction measures. It was specified that the analysis isn’t completed: the presentation only included a limited number of measures compared to those that will eventually be analyzed for possible inclusion into the WWIT scenario.   To a question on possible double counts of emissions reduction, staff answered that yes, there could be double counts between actions (eg Slide 11 Bike Plan and Slide 13 Shift Short Trip to non-motorized modes), but it is not possible to determine to what extent. Staff said the measures chosen for analysis are limited to what the Transportation Planning Board currently considers as feasible or likely to happen.

To illustrate what the final result of the study will look like, the combined impacts of all measures were presented as a conclusion. It shows that many more measures still have to be included to get close to the Climate Change report goals (including: pricing policies, increased transit infrastructure, land use and transit oriented development). Staff said that measures in favor of alternative fuels had not been included yet. Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet said that in her opinion, aging population and safety issues in public transportation will curb walking, biking and transit use and therefore, clean fuels will be a major component in the future. Deron Lovaas said that pricing measures are good for the short term. Brian Holmes suggested that transit be free.

The timeframe for completing the study is not known for now. Nevertheless, DTP staff will provide the AQPAC Committee with information on the way final results will be structured and presented.

. 
3. Air Quality Update: MWAQC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and MWAQC

Joan Rohlfs reported on the TAC meeting held earlier in the day. The primary topic discussed was Department of Transportation’s conformity assessment for the 2009 update of the Constrained Long Range Plan (CLRP) and the FY 2010-2015 Transportation Improvement Program. She reviewed the conformity results in a handout and discussed the comment letter recommended by the TAC. Caroline Petti said the purpose of the letter is to show how close to the mobile budget we are. Deron said the language in the letter is fine. The three main points are that (1) EPA has delayed in approving the mobile budgets, (2) the conformity assessment. Caroline Petti suggested that a sentence be added at the end of the second paragraph to state the reason for concern about EPA’s delayed action.  Staff asked who would represent AQPAC at MWAQC on June 24. Larry and Deron will decide who will attend the meeting.
4. Climate and Energy Environment Policy Committee Update

Staff reported on the meeting schedule related to climate change and energy topics. The Energy Advisory Committee (EAC) will meet on June 18 to discuss Home Energy Revolving Loan Funds. The July meeting of the EAC will focus on energy auditor training and certification issues. Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet said the Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light website, GWIPL, lists  Energy Star home audit programs and auditors. Sally Kane commented that people need to be educated about climate change effects. Staff said the Koshland Science Museum operated by the National Academies of Science has an interactive exhibit on climate change that presents decisions individuals need to make about adapting to climate change.
Staff discussed the Regional Energy Efficiency Outreach Coordination meeting on July 10. The Climate Energy Environment Policy Committee will meet on July 22, 10 am – 12 pm. There will be a Climate Adaptation Workshop on July 23 sponsored by COG and Northrop Grumman. Registration will be required.

5. New Business

Staff said that Lee Keshishian, Clean Currents, had volunteered to make a presentation at tonight’s meeting. However, due to family issues, he was unable to come. Mr. Keshishian will make his presentation at the July meeting.

6. Next meeting: July 20, 2009: There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm. 
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