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11:10
5.
Update on Community Engagement Campaign
Jim Neustadt, Campaign Chair, WSSC
Eric Eckl, Water Words that Work


Mr. Neustadt, communications director for the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, and Mr. Eckl, a consultant, will brief the committee on the work program of COG’s Community Engagement Campaign. The regional campaign, in which area drinking water and waste water utilities are participating with local government public information officers, is designed to inform the public of key water quality issues, such as the challenge of maintaining infrastructure.

Recommended action: Receive briefing.
11:35
4.
Report on Bay Program Developments
Ted Graham, COG Dir. of Water Resources
Mr. Graham will report on issues identified by COG’s Water Resources Technical Committee at a recent session with state and federal regulators. The WRTC met with these regulators March 12 to discuss how the states’ development of watershed implementation plans (WIPs) under the pending Bay-wide TMDL process will affect local governments.

Recommended Action: Receive briefing
11:50
8.
Old Business
COG staff,  Members
· State legislative summary (handout only)

· Greater Washington 2050 Compact status

· Decision on committee tour
11:55
9.
New Business
COG staff,  Members

· HUD Sustainable Communities Grant Program
12:00
10.
Adjourn

(The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 21, 2010, 10 a.m. – 12 noon.)
Enclosures/Handouts:

Item 2

DRAFT meeting summary of Jan. 15, 2010
Item 3

COG staff document outlining concerns with current version of Cardin bill
Item 4a

Text of H.R. 2986, “National Capital Region Land Conservation Act of 2009”
Item 4b

H.R. 2986 background info provided by Environmental Policy Network
Item 7
State legislative summary produced by COG staff
Chesapeake Bay and Water Resources Policy Committee





Date: 	March 19, 2010


Time:  10:00 a.m. – 12 noon*		


Place:	Third Floor Board Room


777 North Capitol Street, NE


Washington, DC 20002





*Lunch will be available for committee members and alternates after the meeting.





Meeting Agenda





10:00	1.	Introductions and Announcements	Hon. Cathy Drzyzgula, Chair


City of Gaithersburg





10:05	2.	Approval of Meeting Summary for Jan. 15, 2010	Chair Drzyzgula





Recommended action: Approve DRAFT Meeting Summary (Att. 2). 





10:10	3.	Discussion of  Cardin Bill	Mike Burke, aide to 


		 								Sen. Ben Cardin





Mr. Burke will highlight the changes that Maryland Sen. Cardin is considering in S. 1816, the Bay Program reauthorization legislation he introduced in October. The “Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009” would codify the Bay TMDL process under federal statue and give EPA new powers to enforce the regulation. The committee has held discussions of this bill at its two previous meetings. In January, it directed staff to produce potential comments on the legislation that would expand upon those produced by the Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee in its letter of support for the bill (Att. 3). Members will have the opportunity to discuss these concerns with Mr. Burke.





Recommended Action: Schedule report on this legislation to the COG Board.





10:40	4.	Discussion of Federal Land Conservation Legislation	Bill Dickinson


		 								Env. Policy Network





			Heidi Bonnaffon, COG staff





Ms. Bonnaffon of COG staff will provide a brief summary of the benefits of green infrastructure to  water quality. Mr. Dickinson will discuss efforts to pass H.R. 2986, the “National Capital Region Land Conservation Act of 2009” (Att. 3a and 3b). Introduced by Rep. Jim Moran (VA – 8th District), the legislation would provide federal funds for the acquisition of parkland and other green infrastructure in the Washington region. Mr. Dickinson, a former chair of the Northern Virginia Parks Authority, is working to enlist support for the bill.





Recommended Action: Recommend to the COG Board that COG support this legislation.
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