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Municipal Policy Subgroup 

(Comprehensive plan policy, zoning ordinances and ADA compliance) 
 

** DRAFT ** 
 

Preliminary Recommendation 
 
1. Comprehensive Plan Guidance 

1.1 Develop comprehensive plan guidance to provide context for negotiation of electric vehicle 
charging station commitments from developers during development approval process for new 
development and redevelopment.  

Resources: Electric Vehicle Infrastructure: Washington State, Fairfax County, San Francisco, 
Snohomish County 

2. Zoning 
2.1 Amend Zoning Ordinance to support EV deployment 
2.2 Amend all zones to allow for electric vehicle charging as an accessory, conditional, or principal 

use, except conservation areas.   
2.3 Allow electric vehicle battery exchanges at gas stations and 1 mile of highway 
Resources: Washington State (below), Fairfax County, San Francisco, San Diego, City of 
Ferndale, Massachusetts, Snohomish County, Fairfax County 

 
 
3. ADA Requirements, Safety, Theft 

3.1 Establish design standards to address ADA accessibility, tripping hazards, electrical hazards, 
and theft deterrence for public and commercial charging stations 
Note: Some ADA compliance may be met by requiring attendant assistance 

3.2 Follow examples such as Advanced Energy Charging Installation Handbook 
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf 
 

 Resources: Washington State (below), Fairfax County, Kane County (below), Advanced Energy 
Charging Installation Handbook, Ecotality Report, EV Charging for Persons with Disabilities by 
Sustainable Transportation Strategies 

https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Washington%20State%20Municipal%20Guide.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Comprehensive%20Plan_Kaplan%20Ffx.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/SanFran%20Multifam%20Workshop.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Snohomish%20County%20EVI%202-29-12.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Washington%20State%20Municipal%20Guide.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Comprehensive%20Plan_Kaplan%20Ffx.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/SanFran%20Multifam%20Workshop.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/General%20EV%20Reports/San%20Diego%20Long%20Range%20Plan.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/City%20of%20Ferndale%20proposed%20zoning%20text.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/City%20of%20Ferndale%20proposed%20zoning%20text.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/MA%20Zoning%20ordinance.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Comprehensive%20Planning/Snohomish%20County%20EVI%202-29-12.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Zoning/Fairfax%20EVSEzoning.pdf�
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/ADA%20Compliance/Fairfax%20Update%20-%20EV%20Stations%20ADA.pptx�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/Model%20Ordinances/Nov%20Electric%20Vehicle%20Insfrastructure.pdf�
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf�
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/ADA%20Compliance/ECOtality%20ADA%20Lessons%20Learned.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/ADA%20Compliance/ProjGetReady%20-%20EV-Charging-ADA-Version-1.0s.pdf�
https://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/ADA%20Compliance/ProjGetReady%20-%20EV-Charging-ADA-Version-1.0s.pdf�
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4. Public Streets 

4.1 Establish guidelines addressing:  
a. Preferred locations: at either end of a row of spaces; near power source 
b. Working around trees and other infrastructure 

4.2 Synchronize with current street parking time limits at each location if possible; Allow non-EVs 
to park during certain hours if desired 

4.3 Follow Advanced Energy Charging Installation Handbook 
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf 

 
5. Standardization 

5.1 Standards should address height, bollards, lighting, security such as cameras and other 
deterrence devices, and difficulties with non-retracting cords 

5.2 Develop standard signage for public charging stations based on the FHA’s Manual for Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices.   

5.3 Use green paint to delineate EV charging spaces 
5.4 Standardize and simplify permit process and standards throughout the region.  
5.5 Partner with utilities and EV service companies around grid issues, revenue, requirements, 

creating a subscription network 
 Example: Kane County, IL, FHA’s Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Washington State  

http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf�
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/�
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5.6 Additional Concerns 
• Identifying and addressing barriers and other restrictions preventing EV infrastructure from 

moving forward 
• Many places would need an ‘electrical’ permit, not a specific ‘charging’ one—may not actually 

incorporate needed safety features or ADA requirements –Refer to Permitting Group 
• Where the standards and design guidelines would reside in different states (ex. Design 

guidelines would not be incorporated in zoning in VA) 
• DC already has a rulemaking for DDOT streets, but need one for private interests on streets 
• Fees and revenue—vary by jurisdiction—MD can charge money for space but not electricity.  
• One concern is gas tax revenue lost and how to recoup 
• In VA, they are charging for parking now, may charge for electricity later 
 

Outstanding questions: EV Parking Space Issues [Referred from Permitting Group] 
• Location Issues (how close to transit stations or building?  Allowed to be in “prime” 

locations?) 
• Enforcement Issues (e.g., non-EVs parking in EV spots) 
• Building Code Issues (any minimum requirements for number of dedicated spots?) 


