Draft Proposal for MWCOG Regional & Long Distance Bikeways Task Force
Problem Statement

Bicyclists often wish to travel within travel corridors that extend beyond political and service agency boundaries (e.g. cities, counties, states, park districts). The provision of bicycle facilities is often a local responsibility. Usually agencies that have responsibility for providing bicycle facilities and associated guide signage do not consider destinations that bicyclists may wish to take beyond their boundaries, particularly specific destinations such as colleges and universities or major cities that do not physically abut. 

Examples include the Bethesda to College Park corridor paralleling the planned Purple Line, the W&OD/Custis Trail corridor in Northern Virginia and the proposed US Bike Route 1 alignment through Maryland.
What Task Force would address

Identification of regional and long distance travel corridors that could benefit from coordinated development, including guide signage, creation of signage guidelines, recommended bikeway development (both on-road and off-road facilities) and coordination of multi-jurisdictional planning and implementation efforts. 

Initial Steps:

Consensus that need exists

Identification of regional and long distance travel corridors for bicyclists

Development of common guide signage guidelines

Development of recommended bikeway alignments within travel corridors

Preparation of report with the above items.

Role of MWCOG

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Subcommittee would create a task force that would be charged with creation of a list of recommendations that would eventually be given to the appropriate parties at MWCOG. 
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