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Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI)
•ISRI is an international trade association that represents more than 1,700 member 
companies that process, broker and consume scrap (ranging from small, family-
owned businesses to large, multi-national corporations)
•Representing 7,000+ facilities worldwide - that process, broker & consume scrap 
metals, paper, plastics, glass, textiles, rubber, and electronics.
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Electronics Recycling
•Fastest growing segment of recycling industry, with $5 b in revenue in 2011 (only $1B in 
2002)
•3‐4 million tons of electronic scrap processed annually

•Out of approx. 6 million tons estimated to be available for collection annually
•75% by volume from commercial/business sources

•Future opportunity/challenge: residential/personal use electronics
•ISRI has more than 400 member companies that process e-scrap for recycling 
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•The ISRI Electronics Division has organized and been very active.

• Many of the industry leaders are represented in the leadership of the 
Electronics Division.

•There are 5 committees of the Electronics Division:

• Certification and Standards

• Education and Conference Programs

• Recycling Services

• Definitions and Specifications

• Legislative & Regulatory

•The Electronics Division organizes and sponsors a major program that is now held in 
conjunction with the ISRI Annual Convention – the “Electronics Recycling SUMMIT®”, 
which has been running successfully for 10 years.

•The Electronics Division also organizes and conducts electronics recycling education 
programs – short courses that have been offered in conjunction with the ISRI Annual 
Convention as well as the E‐Scrap Conference – a large commercial event focused 
exclusively on the electronics recycling industry – as well as other industry events. 



Recycling Globally
•U.S. is the world’s largest scrap exporter.

•51 million metric tons exported.
•The value of exported materials is $39 billion in 158 countries.
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Instead of banning trade the US and others should teach developmental countries how to 
improve health and safety conditions and encourage environmentally responsible practices.
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