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The attached letters were sent/received since the November 17 TPB Meeting.
The letters will be reviewed under Agenda #5 of the December 15 TPB agenda.
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November 17, 2004

Patricia Gallagher, AICP

Executive Director

National Capital Planning Commission
401 9™ Street, N.W. — Suite 500
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Ms. Gallagher:

This letter is to express the support of the National Capital Region Transportation
Planning Board (TPB) for the National Capital Planning Commission’s effort to
study the relocation of the active seven-mile stretch of CSX rail line within the
District of Columbia. The Board recognizes the need to address the security concerns
created by the movement of hazardous materials on this corridor. This rail line is
critical to the movement of passengers and freight along the east coast, and the
demand for passenger commuter rail service, in particular, is expected to increase
steadily.

As the rail line goes through several jurisdictions outside of the District of Columbia,
the impacts of any relocation of this stretch or of further changing the operations of
the railroads to divert hazardous materials from the District core area must be
assessed for the entire region. In addition to the movement of hazardous materials,
certain chemicals sitting in cars on tracks can endanger neighborhoods and
government buildings throughout the region. The Board supports a study to address
these concerns and identify ways to ensure the safe operation of critical freight and
passenger services in the region. This study should identify feasible options with
specific costs and sources of funding for implementation as quickly as possible.

The TPB has reviewed the Commission’s assessment of the federal and national
interests in this effort, and concurs that the Commission has demonstrated through its
outreach and coordination that it is the appropriate agency to lead and coordinate an
alternative rail alignment study. The TPB looks forward to working with the
Commission and our other planning partners on this important and timely effort.

Sincerely,

(ht e

Christopher Zimmerman
Chairman
National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. Suite 300 Washington, D.C. 20002-4290
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November 19, 2004

William Shelly

Chief of Transportation Planning

Fredericksburg Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
P.O. Box 863

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22404

Dear Mr. Shelly:
Please find one copy of the signed and witnessed agreement between FAMPO and

the TPB. 1 have the other original executed copy. Thanks again for all your help. |
am looking forward to working with you again.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Gerald Miller
Chief, Program Coordination
Department of Transportation Planning

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. Suite 300 Washington, D.C. 20002-4290

Telephone (202) 962-3200 Fax (202) 962-3201 TDD (202) 962-3213 Internet http://www.mwcog.org



AN AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATIVELY CONDUCTING THE
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING PROCESS
IN THE PORTION OF
THE METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON URBANIZED AREA
WITHIN THE FREDERICKSBURG AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION’S BOUNDARIES

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into as of this [/ _day of }/ 4 en be~ , 2004 by
and between the FREDERICKSBURG AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING
ORGANIZATION, hereinafter referred to as FAMPO and the NATIONAL CAPITAL
REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD, which is the metropolitan planning
organization for Northern Virginia (the jurisdictions contained in Virginia Planning District 8),
Washington, D. C. and the suburban Maryland jurisdictions, and hereinafter referred to as the
TPB, for the purpose of identifying the roles and responsibilities for cooperatively conducting
the metropolitan transportation planning and programming process in the FAMPO portion of
the Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area..

NOW, THEREFORE, FAMPO and TPB do hereby agree as follows:

ARTICLE I-FAMPO AREA TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING
PROCESS

A. Transportation Management Area: Under federal regulations where an urbanized area has a
population greater than 200,000 and is therefore designated a Transportation Management
Area (TMA) by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation, the designated TMA is responsible for
meeting additional transportation planning requirements beyond those of Metropolitan
Planning Organizations (MPO’s) having an urbanized area under 200,000 in population. The
Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area exceeds 200,000 in population and the Washington,
DC-MD-VA area has been designated a TMA. Because of the action of the U.S. Bureau of the
Census in its determinations for the 2000 Census of Population, the Metropolitan Washington
Urbanized Area was extended into the northern portion of Stafford County - a member of
FAMPO. The Stafford County Board of Supervisors has determined that it is in the best
interest of Stafford County that all metropolitan transportation planning and programming
functions for Stafford County be conducted by FAMPO. The FAMPO Policy Committee has
agreed to continue to provide metropolitan transportation planning and programming functions
as well as to perform those additional planning responsibilities required for the portion of



Stafford County that is determined to be within the Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area.

B. TMA responsibilities and process: FAMPO commits to be responsible for meeting the
TMA responsibilities for transportation planning and programming requirements within the
Metropolitan Washington Urbanized Area of Stafford County.

C. Organization and Policy Committee membership: FAMPO as an organization maintains a

structure that grants voting membership on its Policy Committee to local governing body
elected representatives, officials of agencies that operate or administer major modes of
transportation and appropriate State transportation officials. FAMPO’s Policy Committee
commits to maintain such a structure in the future as well.

D. 3C planning process: FAMPO has developed and will maintain a continuing, cooperative,
and comprehensive transportation planning and programming process as provided for by the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century (1998); Section 134 of Title 23 of the United
States Code; 49 USC 5303; 23 CFR Part 450, Subpart C; 49 CFR Part 613, Subpart A; and in
accordance with the constitution and regulations of the Commonwealth of Virginia. This
process will continue to result in transportation plans and programs that consider all
transportation modes and support community development goals in the FAMPO area. These
plans and programsowill continue to lead to the development and operation of an integrated,
intermodal transportation system that facilitates the efficient and economic movement of
people and goods. Such plans and programs include the development of a long-range
transportation plan and a transportation improvement program (TIP) that provide compliance
with the public participation components of federal law and regulation, meet the requirements
of the Americans With Disabilities Act, and the Civil Rights Act, and provide an opportunity
for at least one formal public meeting annually to review planning assumptions and the plan
development process and an opportunity for at least one formal meeting during the TIP
development process.

E. Congestion Management System: FAMPO will develop a Congestion Management System
(CMS) which will provide a systematic process for identifying transportation system
performance, usage, and efficiency, and proposed strategies to alleviate congestion, and for the
effective management of new and existing transportation facilities through the use of travel
demand reduction and operational management as well as other strategies. Such a CMS will
be developed for the portion of Northern Stafford County that is included in the Washington
DC UZA. The process will be in place prior to January 1, 2005 and will be coordinated with



the TPB.

F. Unified Planning Work Program: FAMPO will continue to provide and maintain a Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP), developed in cooperation with the State and operators of
publicly owned transit that meets the requirements of 23 CFR part 420, subpart A. The UPWP
will provide sufficient detail to identify who will perform the work, the schedule for
completing it, the products that will be developed and the documented planning activities
performed utilizing funds provided under title 23, U. S. C,, and the Federal Transit Act.
FAMPO will coordinate with the TPB in the development of the UPWP.

G. Planning certification: FAMPO acknowledges that a formal certification procedure by the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is
required to be performed in review of the transportation planning process which covers part of
an urbanized area subject to the TMA regulations. FAMPO will cooperate and participate in
the formal review process in accordance with the FHWA and FTA regulations and procedures
to assure conformity of plans and programs as identified in 40 CFR part 51. FHWA and FTA
will coordinate such reviews to coincide with TPB’s triennial certification review.

H. Air quality responsibilities (one-hour standard): Stafford County was identified as part of

the Washington Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) following the 1990 Census of Population
and as a consequence it was determined to part of the Metropolitan Washington Ozone
Nonattainment Area for the one hour standard. Stafford County participates with the
Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQ) for the one-hour standard (which
is anticipated to be phased out by mid 2005). FAMPO shall continue to coordinate its
transportation planning and programming air quality responsibilities, for the one hour standard,
with TPB to ensure that a transportation plan is developed that conforms to air quality
standards for the area and the State Implementation Plan, as outlined in the agreement dated
December 12, 1994 (attached to this document), as long as that standard remains applicable
under federal regulations.

I. Air quality responsibilities (eight-hour standard): In 2004, regulations for the eight-hour air
quality standard were released by the U S Environmental Protection Agency. Spotsylvania
County, Stafford County, and the City of Fredericksburg were determined to constitute a
separate non-attainment area under the eight-hour standard. FAMPO assumes the
responsibilities for the transportation planning and programming process under the eight-hour
air quality standard for the entire FAMPO region, including Stafford County.
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J. Implementation of the functions, responsibilities, and duties identified in this agreement:
Implementation shall be as described specifically in the annual unified planning work program

for FAMPO and the TPB.

K. FAMPO transportation planning area: The transportation planning area boundary for the
FAMPO transportation planning process shall include the City of Fredericksburg, and
Spotsylvania and Stafford Counties in their entirety (current boundary), unless a boundary
modification is approved by FAMPO and the Governor.

ARTICLE II- COORDINATION OF PLANNING ACTIVITIES

TPB and FAMPO will maintain coordinated, cooperative and continuing planning processes.
TPB and FAMPO shall coordinate their planning processes and produce required planning
documents on the same cycle, as determined by TPB’s current planning cycle.

ARTICLE III-TIME FRAME OF THE PROCESS

The metropolitan transportation planning and programming process shall be established as a
continuing procedure effective the date of the execution of this AGREEMENT by all
participants.

ARTICLE IV-TERMINATION

This AGREEMENT shall be terminated upon the occurrence of any of the following:

The provisions of this agreement maybe repealed by the mutual agreement of the FAMPO and
the TPB with not less than ninety (90) days written notice to the other party and to the FHWA
and FTA.

ARTICLE V-AMENDMENTS

Amendments to this AGREEMENT, as mutually agreed to, may only be made by written




agreement between the parties of this AGREEMENT and subject to a formal review by FHWA
and FTA.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, all concerned parties have executed this AGREEMENT on
the day and year first written above.

L\OAV"L(YM WITNESSED BY T30 ff b e
Chalrmaﬁ FAMPO™” DATE __l[—[7-04

( ﬁ ~, = wmessep sy LA 0t
Chairman, National DATE [l~(2-e4
Capitol Region
Transportation Planning Board



