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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  TPB Technical Committee 
FROM:  Lyn Erickson, Plan Development and Coordination Program Director 
SUBJECT:  Planning Area Boundary Adjustment and TPB Member Update 
DATE:  January 5, 2024 
 

The 2020 US Census count and the subsequent review and update to urban area boundaries 
requires a change to the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB) planning 
areas. This memo describes the change, the rationale and next steps to finalize this change to the 
planning area, 
 
Following the 2010 US Census count and the following updates to the urban area boundaries, parts 
of Fauquier County and the Town of Warrenton were defined to be contiguous with the TPB’s urban 
area. As such, in 2014, parts of Fauquier County, including the Town of Warrenton, became part of 
the TPB planning area and thus members of the TPB (relevant documents from 2014 attached). 
Following the 2020 Census count the updated urban area boundaries included in the US DOT 
approval, no longer finds Fauquier County and the Town of Warrenton contiguous to those in Prince 
William County and thus part of the TPB’s urban area. Fauquier County thus is now entirely outside of 
the TPB’s urbanized area. The Virginia Department of Transportation has completed its work to 
officially update the urban area boundaries in the Commonwealth and reflects this change to 
Fauquier County and the TPB’s urban area.    
 
As a result of the above updates to the urban area boundary, Fauquier County is no longer statutorily 
required to be a member of the TPB and part of the TPB’s planning process. The County could either 
voluntarily continue to be part of the TPB and its planning process OR elect to discontinue its 
membership of the TPB and pursue its own planning process. The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) held discussions about the matter with the TPB staff as well as the TPB’s 
federal agency representatives. VDOT further discussed the matter with Fauquier County staff during 
the summer of 2023. In the attached letter, Fauquier County has communicated its decision to 
conclude its membership of the TPB.  
 
With the above decision the TPB is obliged to revise its membership and planning area boundary. 
The TPB Bylaws state that “changes in jurisdictional membership (but not individual appointments of 
the jurisdictions) shall be based on changes to the urbanized area boundaries and the planning area 
of the TPB, consistent with federal MPO regulations”.  
 
Consistent with federal metropolitan planning regulations, TPB staff worked with VDOT as VDOT 
coordinated the change with the other Virginia localities of the TPB, all of whom agree to support the 
County’s request to change its membership status. TPB staff has reviewed the impact of this change 
and notes the fiscal and work effort impact of this change will be de minimis. VDOT has requested 
the TPB to take the official and appropriate steps to remove Fauquier County from its membership. 
The official letter from the VDOT Secretary is expected soon. 



   2 

NEXT STEPS 
 
TPB will be briefed on the matter at its January 17, 2024 meeting and a notice of the change to the 
TPB’s planning area and its membership roster (attached) will be issued. The TPB will be asked to 
approve this change at its February 21, 2024 meeting. The resolution to do so will include changes 
to the following documents. The change will include removing all references to Fauquier County and 
the new updated map will replace the current maps (see Figures 1 and 2 on the next page): 

• TPB Bylaws 
• TPB 2018 Planning Agreement 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to Lyn Erickson (lerickson@mwcog.org). 
 

mailto:lerickson@mwcog.org
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 Figure  1 – Current TPB Planning Area Boundary Figure 2 -  Proposed TPB Planning Area Boundary 
 

 



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT



ATTACHMENT




