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An example:

Seattle, Washington: i AR
Review of City Codes and Practices

City of Seattle Code Review:
Final Gap Analysis Report
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Solar-Friendly
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Zoning Codes

e Typically seen as barrier to solar
implementation

e Can be opportunity to easily, efficiently
incorporate solar with clear provisions

A NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR A SOLAR ENERGY FUTURE
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Key Steps

Enact standards

Remove barriers
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Enabling solar installations

Encourage solar-oriented lots
Maximize solar access

Permitted use in zoning districts

A NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR A SOLAR ENERGY FUTURE
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Considerations

when drafting provisions

Roof-mounted
vs. ground-
mounted

Urban vs. rural Grid-connected vs.
location off-grid

Zoning districts Form-based code

(residential, vs. traditional HEMTLHEE UG,

accessory use, or
conditional use

commercial, zoning code (focus
industrial) on use)
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Consider what standards may be needed

Height
Setback
Visibility

Coverage

Plan approval

Aesthetic conditions

Safety conditions




Resources

Solar Powering Your Community: A Guide for Local Governments (2011)
http://solaramericacommunities.energy.gov/resources/guide for local governments/

Planning and Zoning for Solar Energy Essential Info Packet
http://www.planning.org/pas/infopackets/open/eip30.htm

Solar Energy Standards in From Policy to Reality: Updated Model Ordinance for
Sustainable Development

http://www.crplanning.com/pdfs/susdo6 09/solar.pdf

Site Design Strategies for Solar Access in the Sustainable Community Development
Code Framework
http://law.du.edu/documents/rmlui/sustainable-development/SolarAccess.pdf

A NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR A SOLA



Contact APA

Ask APA’s Planning Advisory Service
Inquiry Answer Service about
Planning for Solar Energy!

Email pas@planning.org with
subject line “Solar Energy Inquiry”
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PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE

; Planning Advisory Service

Have a Specific Question About
Planning for Solar Energy?

I your community considering a new program or policy ta
ercourage the use of solar energy technology? ARA's Flanning
Advisory Service (PAS) wants to help. Through its Inquiry
Answer Service, PAS [Favides research assistance to thausands
of planners at hundreds of subscribing organizations. Thanks to a
partnership with DOE, 1CMA, and ICLEL AP i3 extending this
assstance t all planners, pubic aficals, and solar advocates
locking for infarmation bout how T Promiate Sclar enargy use
through plans, programs, and developrment regulations.

Submit your questions to PAsERLANNING.OIG With 3 subject line af
“Solar Energy Inquiry.”

Lat PAS help you
learn more about
these toples:

= using plans and
policies 1o encourage
the installation of
solar energy systems
state and lecal solar
BCCESS Protections
zoning standards for
solar energy systerms
solar-Iriendly site
arad building design
state and local
incentives available
to help offset the
costs of installing
solar energy systems

APA"s Planning
Advisory Service

Since 1949, planning
agencies have turmed to
PAS for the information
thay nasd, fram custamazed
ressarch assistance to the
PAS Report series. For mone
infarmasian, g ta
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