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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002     MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Steering Committee Actions 

DATE:  September 14, 2017 

 

At its meeting on September 8, the TPB Steering Committee approved the following resolutions to 

amend the FY 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): 

• SR3-2018: To amend the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $5.5 million in Congestion Mitigation 

and Air Quality (CMAQ) program funding for the Rock Creek Park Trail project, as requested by 

the District Department of Transportation. This project is exempt from the air quality 

conformity requirement for the Financially Constrained Long-Range Plan (CLRP) and TIP. 

• SR4-2018: To amend the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $4.4 million in Department of Defense 

– Office of Economic Development funding for the MD 185 at Jones Bridge Road and 

Kensington Parkway Phase 3 BRAC Intersection Improvements project; and to include $15.2 

million in state funding for the MD 254 Neale Sound Bridge Replacement project, as 

requested by the Maryland Department of Transportation. The first project has been 

determined by TPB staff to be “not regionally significant” for the purposes of the air quality 

conformity requirement of the CLRP and TIP and the second project is exempt from the air 

quality conformity requirement. 

• SR5-2017: To amend the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $5.2 million in local funding and 

$405,000 in National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) funding for the Lee Highway 

Widening Phase II project; and to include $19 million in advanced construction funding and 

$220,000 in NHPP funding for the Grant Anticipation Revenue Vehicle (GARVEE) debt service 

for that same project as a separate TIP line item, as requested by the Virginia Department of 

Transportation. This construction project is included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of 

the 2016 CLRP Amendment and the FY 2017-2022 TIP. 

 

The TPB Bylaws provide that the Steering Committee “shall have the full authority to approve non-

regionally significant items, and in such cases it shall advise the TPB of its action.” 

 

Attachments 

• SR3-2018 

• SR4-2018 

• SR5-2018 
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     TPB SR3-2018 

September 8, 2017 

 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY  

CONFORMITY REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE ROCK CREEK PARK TRAIL  

PROJECT, AS REQUESTED BY THE DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (DDOT) 
 

 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 

the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 

out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 

Metropolitan Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 

regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 

  

WHEREAS, in the attached letter of August 30, DDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 

amended to include $5.5 million in Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program and local 

match funding in FY 2017 for construction of the Rock Creek Park Trail project (TIP ID 3230), as 

described in the attached materials; and  

         

WHEREAS, this project is exempt from the air quality conformity requirement, as defined in 

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Transportation Conformity Regulations as of April 2012, or 

are included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 2016 CLRP Amendment and the FY 2017-

2022 TIP; 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $5.5 million in CMAQ and 

local match funding in FY 2017 for construction of the Rock Creek Park Trail project (TIP ID 3230), 

as described in the attached materials.  
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on September 8, 2017. 
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Previous
Funding

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
CAPITAL COSTS (in $1,000)

FY 2017 - 2022

Source 
Total 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Source                  Fed/St/Loc 
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
FY FY FY FY FY FY

DDOT
Bike/Ped
Rock Creek Park Trail

Facility: M Street to Beach Drive 

From: Piney Branch Pkwy 

To: 16th Street 

Title: Rock Creek Park TrailAgency ID: AF005A

Description: Rehabilitate the paved trail in Rock Creek Park including selected widening, resurfacing, new connections, and a new bridge south of the Zoo tunnel. Retaining wall repair on 
Piney Branch.

Complete:TIP ID: 3230

 

Total Cost: $14,000
CMAQ 80/20/0 11,000 c3,000 c 11,000

DEMO 80/20/0 500 a

11,000Total Funds:

Add FundingAmendment: Approved on: 9/8/2017

Add $5.5 million in CMAQ funding for construction in FY 2017.

1Bike/Ped DDOT D -X - Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations Included a - PE  b - ROW Acquisition  c - Construction  d - Study  e - Other
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     TPB SR4-2018 

September 8, 2017 

 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 

REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE MD 185 AT JONES BRIDGE ROAD AND 

KENSINGTON PARKWAY PHASE 3 BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURES ACT (BRAC) 

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS AND THE MD 254 NEALE SOUND BRIDGE REPLACEMENT 

PROJECTS, AS REQUESTED BY THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT) 
 

 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 

the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 

out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 

Metropolitan Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 

regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 

  

WHEREAS, in the attached letter of August 31, MDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 

amended to reprogram and include an additional $4.428 million in Department of Defense - Office 

of Economic Development (OEA) funding for right-of-way acquisition (ROW) from for ROW and 

construction between FY 2017 and FY 2021 for the MD 185 at Jones Bridge Road and Kensington 

Parkway Phase 3 BRAC Intersection Improvements project (TIP ID 6071); and to amend the MD 254 

Neale Sound Bridge Replacement project (TIP ID 6603) into the TIP with $15.224 million in state 

funding between FY 2017 and FY 2022 for planning and engineering (PE), ROW, and construction, 

as described in the attached materials; and  

         

WHEREAS, the first project was determined by TPB staff to be “not regionally significant” for the 

purposes of the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 2016 CLRP Amendment and the FY 2017-2022 

TIP (CON ID 152, BRAC NRS) and the second project is exempt from the air quality conformity 

requirement, as defined in Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Transportation Conformity 

Regulations as of April 2012; 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to reprogram and include an additional 

$4.428 million in OEA funding for right-of-way acquisition (ROW) from for ROW and construction 

between FY 2017 and FY 2021  for the MD 185 at Jones Bridge Road and Kensington Parkway Phase 

3 BRAC Intersection Improvements project (TIP ID 6071); and to amend the MD 254 Neale Sound 

Bridge Replacement project (TIP ID 6603) into the TIP with $15.224 million in state funding between 

FY 2017 and FY 2022 for PE, ROW, and construction, as described in the attached materials.  
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on September 8, 2017 
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Previous

Funding

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

CAPITAL COSTS (in $1,000)

FY 2017 - 2022

Source 

Total 

SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Source                  Fed/St/Loc 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

FY FY FY FY FY FY

MDOT/State Highway Administration

Secondary

Naval Support Activity Bethesda BRAC Improvements

Facility: MD 185 at Jones Bridge Road and Kensingto

From:

To:

Title: MD 185 at Jones Bridge Road and Kensington Parkway Phase 3 BRAAgency ID: MO5938

Description: Construction of MD 185 Phase 3 intersection improvements at Jones Bridge Road and Kensington Parkway to improve access to Naval Support Activity Bethesda.

Complete: 2020TIP ID: 6071

 

Total Cost: $17,300

OEA 100/0/0 145 b 3,108 b 270 b

1,702 c

3,938 b 4,959 c 3,207 c 13,391

13,391Total Funds:

Subtracting Right-of-way Acquisition Funding and Adding Construction FundingAmendment: Requested on: 9/8/2017

Subtracting $2,278,000 (OEA) from FY17 RW, adding $1,741,000 (OEA) to FY18 RW, and adding $270,000 (OEA) to FY19 RW.  Adding $764,000 (OEA) to FY19 CO, $2,225,000 (OEA) to FY20 
CO, and $1,439,000 (OEA) to FY21 CO.

Other

System Preservation Projects

Facility: MD 254 at Neale Sound 

From:

To:

Title: MD 254 Neale Sound Bridge ReplacementAgency ID: CH2261

Description: Replace bridge 08038 over Neale Sound.

Complete: 2020TIP ID: 6603

X

Total Cost: $15,800

State 0/100/0 1,205 a

9 b

195 a

23 b

7,000 c

24 b

5,706 c

600 a 24 b

1,000 c

24 b 14 b 15,224

15,224Total Funds:

Adding Planning/Design, Right-of-Way Acquisition, and Construction FundingAmendment: Requested on: 9/8/2017

Adding $1,205,000 (State) to FY17 PP/PE and $195,000 (State) to FY18 PP/PE.  Adding $9,000 (State) to FY17 RW, $23,000 (State) to FY18 RW, $24,000 (State) to FY19 RW, $24,000 (State) 
to FY20 RW, $24,000 (State) to FY21 RW, and $14,000 (State) to FY22 RW.  Adding $7,000,000 (State) to FY18 CO, $5,706,000 (State) to FY19 CO, and $1,000,000 (State) to FY20 CO.

1Other MDOT/State Highway Administration M -X - Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations Included a - PE  b - ROW Acquisition  c - Construction  d - Study  e - Other
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     TPB SR5-2018 

September 8, 2017 

 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2017-2022 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY REQUIREMENT TO 

INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE LEE HIGHWAY WIDENING PHASE II PROJECT AND GARVEE DEBT 

SERVICE, AS REQUESTED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 
 

 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under 

the provisions of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for developing and carrying 

out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 

Metropolitan Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 

regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 16, 2016 the TPB adopted the FY 2017-2022 TIP; and 

  

WHEREAS, in the attached letter of August 29, VDOT has requested that the FY 2017-2022 TIP be 

amended to include $5.247 million in local funding and $405,000 in National Highway Performance 

Program (NHPP) funding for planning and engineering in FY 2017 for the Lee Highway Widening 

Phase II project (TIP ID 6604), and to include $18.966 million in advanced construction funding and 

$222,000 in NHPP funding in FY 2018 for the GARVEE Debt Service for this project (TIP ID 6605), as 

described in the attached materials; and  

         

WHEREAS, this project is included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 2016 CLRP 

Amendment and the FY 2017-2022 TIP (CON ID 731, VP7T); 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2017-2022 TIP to include $5.247 million in local 

funding and $405,000 in NHPP funding for planning and engineering in FY 2017 for the Lee Highway 

Widening Phase II project (TIP ID 6604), and to include $18.966 million in advanced construction 

funding and $222,000 in NHPP funding in FY 2018 for the GARVEE Debt Service for this project (TIP 

ID 6605), as described in the attached materials.  
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on September 8, 2017 
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Previous
Funding

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
CAPITAL COSTS (in $1,000)

FY 2017 - 2022

Source 
Total 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Source                  Fed/St/Loc 
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
FY FY FY FY FY FY

Lee Highway Widening

Facility: US 29 Lee Highway 

From: VA 659 Union Mill Road

To: Buckleys Gate Drive

Title: Lee Highway Widening Phase IIAgency ID: 110329

Description: Widen Route 29 from 4 lanes  to 6 lanes from Union Mill Road to Buckley's Gate Drive, with  added capacity, improved geometrics and pedestrian/bicycle facilities. Corresponding 
Debt Service UPC is 111986.

Complete: 2024TIP ID: 6604 Project Cost: $66,974
Local 0/0/100 5,247 a 5,247

NHPP 100/0/0 405 a 405

5,652Total Funds:

Add New ProjectAmendment: Approved on: 9/8/2017

Amend project into the FY 2017-2022 TIP with $5.652 million in local and NHPP funding in FY 2018 for PE.

Lee Highway Widening

Facility: US 29 Lee Highway 

From: VA 659 Union Mill Road

To: Buckleys Gate Drive

Title: Lee Highway Widening Phase II -- GARVEE DEBT SERVICEAgency ID: 111986

Description: Debt Service Required for construction of  UPC 110329

Complete: 2037TIP ID: 6605 Project Cost: $19,188
AC 100/0/0 18,966 a 18,966

NHPP 100/0/0 222 a 222

19,188Total Funds:

Add New ProjectAmendment: Approved on: 9/8/2017

Amend project into the FY 2017-2022 TIP with $19.2 million in advanced construction and NHPP funding for PE in FY 2018.

VDOT
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

 

                 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Letters Sent/Received  

DATE:  September 14, 2017 

 

 

The attached letters were sent/received since the last TPB meeting.  
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

September 7, 2017  
 
K. Jane Williams 
Acting Administrator  
Federal Transit Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Dear Ms. Williams:  

I am writing to express the support of the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 
(TPB), the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the national capital region, for the 
application by Montgomery County for $4,169,500 in federal funds under the Grants for Buses and 
Bus Facilities Infrastructure Investment Program to support the purchase of 10 Proterra 35’ E2 
battery electric buses and 9 depot chargers. The buses would be Montgomery County’s first zero-
emission buses and would be a component of green and sustainable initiatives underway in the 
county. The federal funds would have an equal local match for a total cost of $8,339,000. 

The TPB’s FY 2017-2022 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for the National Capital Region 
includes the Ride On bus replacement program: TIP ID 3072 on page 87. These 10 buses are 
included in FY2019. The proposed use of the electric buses is also being documented in the Ride On 
Bus Fleet Management Plan (BFMP) which will be completed in September 2017.   

The TPB has long supported increased investment of transportation dollars to support improvements 
in the environment and the region’s bus system. New buses using zero emissions systems will 
provide benefits to the region’s citizens through cleaner and higher quality transportation service.  
The support and promotion of electric vehicles is one of the near-term strategies of our adopted 
Regional Transportation Priorities Plan.  

We urge your favorable consideration of Montgomery County’s request, as it directly responds to 
regional transportation goals and priorities adopted by the Transportation Planning Board and 
identified in the Washington region’s long-range transportation plan. I anticipate that upon a 
successful grant award, subject to the availability of the required matching funding, the region’s 
transportation improvement program (TIP) will be amended to include the grant funding for this 
project. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Bridget Donnell Newton 
Chair, National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board 
 
cc:  Mr. Al Roshdieh, Director, Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM: Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Announcements and Updates 

DATE:  September 14, 2017 

The attached documents provide updates on activities that are not included as separate items on 

the TPB agenda. 
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  COG Metro Strategy Group Update and WMATA  

DATE:  September 14, 2017 

 

Sustained funding for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transportation Authority (WMATA) to 
achieve a safe and reliable Metro system in a state of good repair is a priority of the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments (COG) Board of Directors. The Transportation Planning Board 
(TPB) has partnered with COG on a comprehensive effort to secure sustained, predictable and 
dedicated funding for WMATA since late 2015 when it conducted a detailed review of WMATA’s 
funding needs.   
 
In June 2016, the COG Board created the Chief Administrative Officers (CAOs) Technical Panel to 
assess WMATA’s long-term funding needs, explore revenue options, determine the economic value 
of Metro to the region, and identify performance metrics for safety, reliability and financial 
management. The Technical Panel’s interim report was presented to the COG Board in October 2016 
and the TPB was briefed on the report in November 2016. On April 26, 2017, the Technical Panel 
issued its Final Report to the COG Board focused on WMATA’s ten year capital and maintenance 
funding needs and sources of dedicated revenue options. The TPB was briefed on the final report at 
its May 2017 meeting.  
 
On June 14, 2017 the COG Board unanimously adopted Resolution R36-2017 supporting General 
Manager Wiedefeld’s plan to keep Metro Safe, Reliable, and Affordable. The COG Board also 
unanimously adopted Resolution R37-2017 adopting the Metro Strategy Group’s “Statement of 
Principles on Metro” to guide work to develop a regional strategy to secure funding to meet 
Metrorail’s needs. In June the TPB endorsed both COG resolutions R36-2017 and R37-2017. 
 
COG METRO STRATEGY GROUP   
 
In January of 2017 COG Board Chairman Kenyan McDuffie convened a Metro Strategy Group (MSG) 
chaired by Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova to develop strategies for 
securing dedicated funding for WMATA. Members were drawn from the COG Board Executive 
Committee and the TPB Executive Committee along with additional local elected officials and senior 
state officials.  TPB Chairman Bridget Newton, second Vice Chairman Jay Fisette and TPB members  
Phil Mendelson and Martin Nohe serve on the Metro Strategy Group. The Metro Strategy Group is 
coordinating with the business community, the District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, DOTs, the 
region’s congressional delegation, WMATA, NVTC, NVTA, representatives from state legislatures and 
other stakeholders on a path forward for dedicated funding for Metro funding. The overall goal is to 
support introduction of funding legislation in the 2018 legislative sessions. The TPB Staff Director 
and TPB staff have been assisting COG’s Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director in support 
for the Metro Strategy Group.  
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On August 24, 2017, COG Board Chairman McDuffie and MSG Chairman Bulova, sent the attached 
letter to Mayor Bowser, Governor Hogan and Governor McAuliffe regarding the importance of 
sustained funding for Metro.  
 
The Metro Strategy Group Chairman Bulova noted the status of the group’s activities in a report to 
the COG Board on September 14, 2017. The MSG has reached considerable agreement on: 
 

• The amount of new funds to be raised to meet WMATA’ s funding needs to ensure its safety, 
reliability and state of good repair - $500M annually is the consensus target that provides for 
state of good repair plus additional critical capital projects that have been identified in 
WMATA’s Capital Needs Inventory. The $500M in additional annual funding is also consistent 
with WMATA General Manager/CEO Wiedefeld’s April 2017 Plan and recent supporting 
financial analyses. 

• The new funds could be raised from any source that works best for the jurisdictions as long 
as the funding is predictable, recurring and bondable.  

• The additional funds will be for WMATA’s capital needs only. Contributions towards any need 
for additional operational funds will be through a three percent increase in local subsidies.   
 

Chairman Bulova noted that based on reports from the August 28 meeting of the Maryland and  
Virginia Governors and the District’s Mayor there is general agreement that all three jurisdictions 
would contribute towards the additional funding to be raised for WMATA. The MSG is continuing to 
work on the details including a process to determine each jurisdiction’s share of the new funding 
amount.   
 
On September 11, 2017, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan wrote the attached letter to Virginia 
Governor Terry McAuliffe and the District’s Mayor Muriel Bowser proposing a short term arrangement 
to provide $500M in annual funding. The proposal would have the three jurisdictions and the federal 
government provide equal share ($125M each) of the funds annually for four years. In her report to 
the COG Board, Ms. Bulova and few other members of the MSG noted this proposal as promising 
and that it would provide the time needed for the region to complete its work of putting in place a 
long term solution of providing predictable, recurring and bondable funds to WMATA.  
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777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

MWCOG.ORG    (202) 962-3200 

August 24, 2017 

 

 

 

The Honorable Muriel Bowser       The Honorable Terry McAuliffe 

Mayor           Governor 

District of Columbia         Commonwealth of Virginia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 600     P.O. Box 1475 

Washington, DC 20004       Richmond, VA 23218 

 

The Honorable Larry Hogan  

Governor 

State of Maryland 

100 State Circle 

Annapolis, MD 21401  

 

Dear Mayor Bowser, Governor Hogan, and Governor McAuliffe:  

 

As you are all aware, our Metro system is currently facing a large funding deficit needed to perform a 

backlog of capital projects and improvements to return the system to a state of good repair. 

Addressing WMATA’s long-term capital funding needs is a top priority for the Metropolitan 

Washington Council of Governments (COG) and the jurisdictions in Metro’s Compact. For the past 

several months, our COG Metro Strategy Group has been working to identify the funding need and 

potential solutions.  

 

After analyzing Metro’s long-term capital needs, the COG Metro Strategy Group agrees that the 

system requires $15.5 billion over the next ten years to ensure a state of good repair and that it has 

a capital funding gap of $6.1 billion over this time span. To fund the state of good repair and to 

advance critical capital needs, our group recommends an additional funding investment of $500 

million a year. This will be proposed to the COG Board of Directors in the next month. Your help and 

support on bridging this gap is essential to moving this pressing issue forward.  

 

In June, the COG Board of Directors adopted a “Statement of Principles on Metro” to guide our 

approach to securing this additional funding (enclosed). In sum, the optimal way to address Metro’s 

capital funding gap for a state of good repair and critical capital needs is through a dedicated 

funding source(s) that is earmarked to Metro and fully bondable at the highest rating.  

 

We look forward to sharing additional information as we continue our effort over the next few 

months. We are committed to working with stakeholders at the local, state, and federal level in 

addition to the business community throughout our region. We urge you to work together and with us 

in leading our region forward to solve this urgent problem and restore our system. We appreciate 

your leadership on this essential initiative.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Sharon Bulova         Kenyan McDuffie 

Chairman, COG Metro Strategy Group     Chairman, COG Board of Directors  
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The Honorable Muriel Bowser, The Honorable Larry Hogan, and The Honorable Terry McAulliffe  

August 24, 2017  

 
2 

cc: COG Board of Directors  

 Paul Wiedefeld, General Manager, WMATA  

 

Enclosed:  COG Board of Directors Statement of Principles on Metro 

   COG Metro Strategy Group Roster 
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777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

MWCOG.ORG    (202) 962-3200 

 

 

COG Board of Directors 

Statement of Principles on Metro 

 

Adopted on June 14, 2017 

 
1. The region adopts the goal of a fully restored, world class Metro system that is safe, 

efficiently managed in a fiscally responsible manner, and maintained in a state of good 

repair. 

 

2. Bridging the gap in WMATA’s long-term capital needs is the funding priority.  

 

3. The optimal way to address WMATA’s capital funding gap for state of good repair and 

critical capital needs is through a dedicated funding source or sources that are 

earmarked to WMATA, fully bondable at the highest possible financial rating, and 

enhances WMATA’s overall financial standing.  

 

4. WMATA’s operating and maintenance funding needs should be addressed through 

application of management best practices and reforms, as well as funds derived from 

increased ridership, before determining if there is a need for additional funding to fill any 

remaining gap in operating and maintenance funding needs.     

 

5. Local and state contributions for capital subsidies, as well as operating and 

maintenance subsidies, should be predictable with an annual growth rate of not more 

than three percent.   

 

6. The local jurisdictions, the states, the business community and additional stakeholders 

will collaborate to accomplish these goals by the start of WMATA’s Fiscal Year 2019. 

 

7. Enhancement and reform of WMATA’s governance and operations may be accomplished 

through agreements, policies, and legislative actions that optimally would be 

accomplished without reopening the WMATA compact at this time.   

 

8. We call on the federal government to recognize its fiscal responsibility to America’s 

transit system and the federal workforce utilizing the Metrorail system.  
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777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

MWCOG.ORG    (202) 962-3200 

COG Metro Strategy Group  

 

Sharon Bulova, Chairman, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (Chairman)  

George Barker, Senator, Commonwealth of Virginia  

Roger Berliner, President, Montgomery County Council  

Brian Feldman, Senator, State of Maryland 

Derrick Davis, Chairman, Prince George’s County Council  

Jay Fisette, Chairman, Arlington County Board 

Matt Letourneau, Supervisor, Loudoun County Board of Supervisors 

Kenyan McDuffie, Councilmember, District of Columbia Council  

Phil Mendelson, Chairman, District of Columbia Council 

Bridget Newton, Mayor, City of Rockville 

Marty Nohe, Supervisor, Prince William County Board of Supervisors 
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2017 SCHEDULE 
MDOT ANNUAL CONSULTATION MEETINGS 

  Day Date County Time Location 
M September 25 Queen Anne 2:00 p.m. Commissioners Hearing Room, 2nd Floor, Liberty Building, 

107 North Liberty Street, Centreville, MD 21617 
T September 26 Kent 6:00 p.m. County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, MD 

21620 
M October 2 Frederick 7:00 p.m. 1st Floor Hearing Room, Winchester Hall, 12 East Church Street, 

Frederick, MD  21701 
Th October 5 Washington 10:00 a.m. Washington County Free Library, 100 South Potomac Street, 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 (Location confirmed via email 7/14/17) 
Allegany 3:00 p.m. Room 100, County Office Complex, 701 Kelly Road, 

Cumberland, MD 21502 
F October 6 Garrett 11:00 a.m. Commissioner's Meeting Room, Room 209, 203 4th Street, 

Oakland, MD 21550 (Enter on Alder Street) 
T October 10 Worcester 10:00 a.m. Commissioners Meeting Room, County Government Center, 

1 West Market Street, Room 1101, Snow Hill, MD 21863 
Somerset 2:00 p.m. Room 111, County Office Complex, 11916 Somerset Avenue, 

Princess Anne, MD 21853 
Wicomico 7:00 p.m. Flanders Conference Room, Youth and Civic Center, 500 Glen 

Avenue, Salisbury, MD 21804  Dinner at 5:30 
Th October 12 Carroll 2:00 p.m. Reagan Room (Room 003), County Office Building, 

225 North Center Street, Westminster, MD 21157 
F October 13 Cecil 10:30 a.m. Elk Room, Cecil County Administrative Building,  

200 Chesapeake Blvd., Elkton, MD 21921  Brunch 
T October 24 Calvert 10:30 a.m. Commissioners Hearing Room, County Courthouse, 2nd Floor, 

175 Main Street, Prince Frederick, MD 20678 
St Mary’s 1:30 p.m. Commissioners Meeting Room, 1st Floor, Chesapeake Building, 

41770 Baldridge Street, Leonardtown, MD 20650 
Charles 6:00 p.m. Conference Room, Charles County Government Building, 

200 Baltimore Street, LaPlata, MD 20646 
Th October 26 Baltimore 2:00 p.m. Council Chambers, Historic Courthouse,  

400 Washington Avenue, Towson, MD 21204 
Th November 2 Prince George’s 2:00 p.m. County Council Conference, Room #2027, County 

Administration Building, 2nd Floor, 14741 Gov. Oden Bowie 
Drive, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

Montgomery 7:00 p.m. 3rd Floor Hearing Room, County Office Building, 
100 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850 

F November 3 Baltimore City 10:00 a.m. Curran Conference Room, 4th floor, City Hall, 100 North 
Holiday Street, Baltimore, MD 21202 (Parking Garage is 
available at East Fayette Street and Guilford Avenue) 

M November 6 Anne Arundel 3:00 p.m. Council Hearing Room, The Arundel Center, 44 Calvert Street, 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

T November 7 Caroline 10:30 a.m. Board of Education Building, 204 Franklin Street, Denton, 
MD 21629 

Talbot 3:00 p.m. Bradley Meeting Room, South Wing, Courthouse, 11 North 
Washington Street, Easton, MD  

Dorchester 7:00 p.m. Room 110, County Office Building, 501 Court Lane, Cambridge 
MD 21613 

Th November 9 Howard 7:00 p.m. George Howard Building, Banneker Room, 3430 Court House 
Drive, Ellicott City, MD  21043 

M November 13 Harford 10:00 a.m. Harford County Council Chambers, 212 South Bond Street, 
Bel Air, MD 21014 

7/28/17– Locations in red are changes from earlier schedules.  Locations in bold are new for this year. 
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DOT 69-17 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

Contact: pressoffice@dot.gov 

U.S. Department of Transportation Announces 

$500 Million Funding Opportunity through  

TIGER Program 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation today announced the opportunity for 

state and local stakeholders to apply for $500 million in discretionary grant funding through the 

Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program.  

“The TIGER grant program is a highly competitive program whose winners will be awarded 

with the funding they need to rebuild the infrastructure of their communities,” said Secretary 

Elaine L. Chao. “TIGER grants will continue to fund innovative projects that will improve the 

safety of America’s passengers and goods.”   

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017 appropriated $500 million, available through 

September 30, 2020, for National Infrastructure Investments otherwise known as TIGER grants. 

As with previous rounds of TIGER, funds for the fiscal year (FY) 2017 TIGER grants program 

are to be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a significant impact on the 

Nation, a metropolitan area, or a region. The FY 2017 Appropriations Act specifies that TIGER 

Discretionary Grants may not be less than $5 million and not greater than $25 million, except 

that for projects located in rural areas the minimum TIGER Discretionary Grant size is $1 

million. 

The selection criteria remain fundamentally the same as previous rounds of the TIGER grants 

program, but the description of each criterion was updated. Additionally, the FY 2017 TIGER 

program will give special consideration to projects which emphasize improved access to reliable, 

safe, and affordable transportation for communities in rural areas, such as projects that improve 

U.S Department of Transportation
Office of Public Affairs 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

www.transportation.gov/briefingroom 

News 
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infrastructure condition, address public health and safety, promote regional connectivity, or 

facilitate economic growth or competitiveness. 

To provide technical assistance to a broad array of stakeholders, USDOT is hosting a series of 

webinars during the FY 2017 TIGER grant application process. Webinars on How to Compete 

for TIGER Discretionary Grants will be held from 2:00 to 4:00 PM EDT on Wednesday, 

September 13
th

 and Tuesday, September 19
th

. To register, please visit the TIGER Webinar Series

webpage. Additional webinars will be scheduled and more information posted online.  

The deadline to submit an application for the FY 2017 TIGER grant program is Monday, 

October 16. 

Since the TIGER grant program was first created, $5.1 billion has been awarded for capital 

investments in surface transportation infrastructure over eight rounds of competitive 

grants.  Throughout the TIGER program, these grants have supported projects that have a 

significant impact on the Nation, a metropolitan area, or a region. TIGER grants have historically 

achieved, on average, co-investment of 3.6 dollars (including other Federal, State, local, private 

and philanthropic funds) for every TIGER dollar invested.  

For more information, please visit www.transportation.gov/TIGER. 

### 

50

https://www.transportation.gov/tiger/outreach
http://www.transportation.gov/TIGER


 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002 
MWCOG.ORG    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board  
FROM:  Nicholas Ramfos, Director, Transportation Operations Program 
SUBJECT:  Metrorail Safety Commission Status Update    
DATE:  September 20, 2017 
 

SUMMARY  

This is a status update to the establishment of the Metrorail Safety Commission (MSC).  
Work activities to establish the MSC are based on the FAST Act requirements and are being 
conducted by the administrative staffs of the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia with 
decision support assistance of COG and TPB staffs. 

The District of Columbia City Council, and the Maryland and Commonwealth of Virginia state 
legislatures all passed uniform legislation for the creation of an interstate compact which would 
enable formulation of the MSC, earlier this year that has been signed by the Mayor and the two 
Governors.  The US Senate passed SJ Resolution 22 on May 16th and the House passed HJ 
Resolution 76 on July 17th.  Corrections were then made to reconcile both Resolutions on August 
4th and the final Resolution was sent to the White House.  President Trump signed the MSC 
Compact on August 22, 2017 (Public Law 115-54). Through this statute, the District of Columbia, the 
Maryland and Commonwealth of Virginia designates, per the requirement of federal regulations, the 
MSC as the State Safety Oversight Agency responsible for overseeing WMATA’s rail system.  Once 
certified, the MSC will assume safety oversight of Metrorail from the Federal Transit Administration.  
The MSC will have the power to order immediate corrective safety actions, conduct its own 
investigations into accidents, allegations of non- compliance and hazards, and issue fines.     

This team of administrative officials from the District. Maryland, and Commonwealth of Virginia have 
been working on parallel efforts in addition to drafting the compact legislation. These efforts have 
included selecting and appointing commissioners per their respective processes, providing the 
necessary guidance and input in determining appropriate staffing and staffing qualifications; setting 
up mechanisms for searching for an Executive Director, procuring administrative, management and 
legal services, and securing office space.  On-going regular meetings are also being held with the FTA 
to fully develop the documents needed as part of the State Safety Oversight certification process for 
the MSC and to hold discussions on a transition plan from the FTA to the MSC for day to day 
oversight activities. COG and TPB staff members have supported the three jurisdictions throughout 
the process.  
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