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30-40%
of food is thrown away in the United States
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Environment



Food Waste 
& the 
Environment 

25% of all freshwater and 300 million barrels 
of oil are used to produce food 

Food waste is the single largest component 
sent to landfills

Methane - a greenhouse gas that is 21 times 
more potent than carbon dioxide 

135 million tons of greenhouse gases every 
year, or about 1.5% of greenhouse gas 
emissions globally 



Need
16% of DC households face food insecurity

Disproportional effect on Wards 5,6,7,8

Barriers: food deserts & price



The USDA encourages meal transfer and donation

Policy Summary: www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-LeftoverMeals.pdf
Full memo: www.usda.gov/oce/foodwaste/FNS_Guidance.pdf





● Bacon and Eggs 
○ From corporate breakfast to homeless 

shelter between breakfast and lunch 
● 3600 Brown Bag Lunches 

○ From cookout leftovers to food pantry 
in five hours 

● 2 Pallets Dried Beans 
○ from soup kitchen to immigrant service 

organization in one day
● 4000 pounds of pizza sauce

The Food We Move



Waste Less, Feed More
www.meansdatabase.org/users/sign_up

http://www.meansdatabase.com/users/sign_up
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