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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

May 11, 2006 (10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)
COG Board Room, 3rd Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order/Introductions – Uwe Kirste, Chair
(10:00 – 10:10 a.m.)

II. Updates on Chesapeake Bay Water Quality Initiatives & Activities

(10:10 – 11:30 a.m.)
A.
Growth Assessments & 2030 Growth Scenarios - Ted Graham
(10:10 – 10:35 a.m.)
In September 2005, the Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) decided to make demographic and load projections out to the year 2030.  This is a precursor to developing “offset” policies for the Tributary Strategies to help maintain the nutrient and sediment load caps and to prevent backsliding despite growth.  Mr. Graham will provide an overview of this CBP initiative and identify technical and policy areas where COG members can participate.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any specific issues or recommendations that should be raised to COG’s CBPC at their May 19th meeting.
B.
Water Quality Attainment & Proposed Chlorophyll a Criteria - Tanya Spano
(10:35 – 10:50 a.m.)
As part of their final phase of addressing Bay-related nutrient impairments, the CBP is proposing to issue chlorophyll a criteria for Bay and tidal waters by December 2006.  Ms. Spano will review initial values that have been suggested and discuss some of the technical concerns that have been raised about this proposal.  COG staff will continue to monitor these discussions as with previous Bay-related criteria.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be identify any technical concerns they have regarding these proposed criteria.
C.
Tributary Strategies:  What Do They Mean At A Local Level? - Jamie Baxter, MD-DNR and Mark Aveni VA-DCR
(10:50 – 11:25 a.m.)
Both Maryland and Virginia are moving forward with Implementation Plans for their respective Tributary Strategies.  Until now, other than identifying requirements for wastewater treatment plants, it has been difficult to determine just what responsibilities individual jurisdictions will have in working toward the Bay Program goals.  Jamie Baxter (MD-DNR) and Mark Aveni (VA-DCR) will present their respective states’ thinking with respect to developing county- or municipality-specific requirements under their Implementation Plans including provisions for tracking progress.
In March, 2006 Ted Graham provided comments to the Maryland on its Implementation Plan. His comments will help inform our discussion and are available on the COG WRTC website.

Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to provide their perspectives, recommendations to assist with the development of the Implementation Plans in VA and MD, and possible comments.
D. Executive Council Priorities:  Overview of Preliminary Topics - Ted Graham

(11:25 – 11:30 a.m.)
The next meeting of the Bay Program’s Executive Council (EC) is expected to be in September or October. Governor Ehrlich, as Chair, will be the host.  The topics on the EC agenda are often a precursor for the upcoming Bay Program priorities and may suggest priorities for COG’s Work Program and Budget. Mr. Graham will briefly highlight the latest topic list and priorities. 
The preliminary list of EC priorities and the PSC revised land conservation goal are available on COG’s WRTC website.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify those topics that they believe are of greatest interest or concern to COG’s members and desire to be more deeply involved in those discussions and provide specific comments on the land conservation goal.
III. Regulatory Updates – Tanya Spano

(11:30 – 11:45 a.m.)
Ms. Spano will provide a brief update on several regulatory issues that will or may impact the region’s wastewater and stormwater permit programs. This includes the recent court ruling regarding the Anacostia TMDL, and a proposal jointly developed by the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) and the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) to address EPA’s proposed ‘blending’ policy.

Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional regulatory issues that they wish COG staff to monitor and provide updates on.

IV. Water Quality Monitoring and Modeling - Steve Bieber
(11:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.)

Mr. Bieber will present an update on upgrades to the Chesapeake Bay model, as well as updates on the Potomac PCB TMDLs and intensive monitoring scheduled to begin this summer.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional updates they would like in regard to these modeling and monitoring activities.
V.
Working Lunch
(12:15 -12:30 p.m.)
VI. Fertilizers: Proposed Initiatives to Lower Phosphorus - Heidi Bonnaffon
(12:30 -12:45 p.m.)
Ms. Bonnaffon will provide a brief overview of the Scotts proposal to lower Phosphorus in their commercial fertilizers by 50%.  The CBP’s Nutrient Subcommittee CBP has endorsed this measure.  Representatives from Scotts and the Nutrient Subcommittee will be presenting this proposal to COG’s CBPC at their May 19th meeting.

The Scotts power point presentations are available on COG’s WRTC web site.

Feedback:
The WRTC will be asked to identify any potential outreach efforts that could be used to support this initiative within the COG region.
VII. Trash Treaty - Ted Graham
(12:45 - 1:00 p.m.)
Mr. Graham will summarize activities that have occurred since localities signed onto the Alice Ferguson Foundation (AFF) sponsored Trash Treaty in March 2005.  These activities include: The Trash Summit held in March 2006; the commitment of many localities to support implementation of the AFF-sponsored Action Plan; introduction of a new Trash Hotline; and discussions on the prospects for listing the Anacostia River as impaired by excessive trash this year and further prospects for listing the Potomac in 2008.  The WRTC will be asked to comment on the implications of listing the Anacostia and the Potomac Rivers as “trash impaired” coupled with the follow-up actions related to the regional trash Action Plan.
Corresponding handouts available on COG’s WRTC web site:

· Action Agreement

· Report on Illegal Dumping

· Draft Illegal Dumping Hotline script

Action:
The WRTC will be asked whether to recommend that COG’s members develop a coordinated strategy to address trash that is likely to end up in our streams and rivers. Feedback is also wanted on the proposed Illegal Dumping Hotline.
VIII. Regional Water Fund FY 2007 Work Program & Budget - Ted Graham
(1:00 - 1:30 p.m.)

Mr. Graham will review the proposed FY 2007 Regional Water Fund (RWF) Work Program and Budget, and note how the proposed work program addresses the issues and priorities the WRTC identified at their January meeting and COG’s 2007 Strategic Goals.
Action:
The WRTC will be asked to recommend that the CBPC approve the FY 2007 RWF Work Program and Budget at their May 19th meeting.
IX. Adjourn – Chair Kirste
(1:30 p.m.)

Upcoming Meetings
· Next CBPC meeting - Friday, May 19th (9:45 to 11:45 a.m.)
· Next WRTC meeting – Thursday, July 13th (10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.)
May agenda

