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Sustainable Maryland 
(www.sustainablemaryland.com) is an initiative of 
the Environmental Finance Center 
(www.efc.umd.edu), which is part of the School of 
Architecture, Planning & Preservation at the 
University of Maryland in College Park.

Modeled on the successful Sustainable Jersey
program.

Certification is currently only for municipalities.

http://www.sustainablemaryland.com
http://www.efc.umd.edu


Requirements
• Resolution indicating 

municipality intends to 
pursue SM certification

• 2 Mandatory Actions 
• Create a Green Team, Create 

an Action Plan
• 2 of 6 Priority Actions 

• Community Garden, 
Municipal Energy Audit, Green 
Purchasing Policy, Municipal 
Carbon Footprint, Watershed 
Plan, Stormwater
Management

• Total of 150 points to receive 
certification



Sustainable Maryland’s Mission 

Working to enhance 
livability for all 
Marylanders by helping 
municipalities choose a 
direction for their 
sustainability efforts,
improve access to 
resources needed to 
implement action, measure 
their progress, and gain 
recognition for their 
accomplishments. 





Sustainable Maryland by the Numbers 

• Launched in 2011
• Municipalities Participating: 

74 (47%)
• Municipalities Certified: 35 

(22%)
• Total Population of Certified 

Municipalities: 555,824
• Smallest: Burkittsville (151)

• Largest: Frederick (66,169)

• Total Actions Taken: 900+
• Average 22 (13-40)

• Re-Certification: 21 
re-certified communities

• Average Points Change: 
+182.5

• Average Action Change: 
+12.5



Sustainable Maryland in Action 

• Direct Community Engagement
• Green Team Trainings
• Certification
• Webinars
• Action Menu 
• Technical Assistance

• Communication and Outreach
• Leadership Training
• Green Team Summits
• Monthly Newsletters
• Press Releases
• Social Media
• Annual Award Ceremony

• Experiential Learning
• ENST Capstone, ILS Service 

Learning, CONS and SPP 
Project Course, XMNR VA 
Tech

• Chesapeake Conservation 
Corps

• Graduate Project Assistants 
• Volunteers

• Policy Development 
• Green Purchasing Policy
• Pet Waste Ordinance
• Workplace Wellness 



SM Benefits to 
State Agencies

• Streamline Initiatives
• Reduce Redundancy
• Minimize Transaction 

Costs
• Leverage Existing 

Relationships
• Un-burden Local 

Governments
• Increase Participation

• Maryland Smart Energy 
Communities Program

• Solar Energy Grant
• Electric Vehicle Recharging 

Equipment Rebates

MEA

• Sustainable Communities
• Main Street
• Keep Maryland Beautiful

DHCD

Examples of State Program Alignment 



Mike Hunninghake
Program Manager – Sustainable Maryland
mikeh75@umd.edu
301 405-7956
www.sustainablemaryland.com
www.facebook.com/SustainableMaryland
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