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WATER RESOURCES TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (WRTC) MEETING

May 8th, 2008

(10:00 am to 1:00 pm)

Meeting Rooms 4 and 5, 1st Floor

AGENDA

I. Call to Order –  Tanya Spano, for Uwe Kirsti
 

(10:00 – 10:05 a.m.) 
II. Ches. Bay Program -Water Quality Steering Committee Meeting (WQSC) – Tanya Spano
(10:05 – 10:30 a.m.)
Ms. Spano will provide highlights of the WQSC meeting, held on April 22nd and 23rd, including updates on development of the Bay TMDL and potential nutrient and sediment reallocations, and the associated timelines for these activities.  She will also note any potential technical and policy issues of interest to COG’s members.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional technical information they would like, and whether there are any additional policy issues that should be conveyed to the CBPC at their May 16th meeting.
Reference:   http://www.chesapeakebay.net/committee_wqsc_info.aspx?menuitem=16618
III. Greater Washington 2050 - Proposed Water Quality Metrics - Karl Berger 

(10:30 - 10:50 a.m.)
Mr. Berger will present staff recommendations for water-related metrics (i.e., environmental indicators) that can be used to evaluate alternative scenarios for the future of the region by the Greater Washington 2050 Coalition.

Action:
WRTC members will be asked to approve staff recommendations for presentation to the CBPC at its May 16 meeting, and ultimately to the GW 2050 Coalition on May 30th.

IV. Ches. Bay Program – ‘2030 Land Change’ Model – Tanya Spano and Tomlyne Malcolm
(10:50 - 11:15 a.m.)

Ms. Spano and Ms. Malcolm will outline the basic elements of the CBP’s ‘2030 Land Use Model’ noting the model’s key features, input/output data, key assumptions, and project timeline. Ms. Spano will also discuss the potential applications of this information to the Bay TMDL and related activities; describe COG staff efforts (along with those of NVRC) to review the inputs and assumptions of the model on behalf of the region; and identify proposed next steps.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional information they wish to receive, and to note any technical and/or policy concerns that this effort raises.
V. COG’s Regional Stormwater Workshop - Ted Graham
(11:15 - 11:30 a.m.)
Dr. Graham will provide an overview of the April 28th regional stormwater workshop sponsored by the WRTC, and review the key recommendations.

Feedback:
WRTC members will be invited to comment on these recommendations, particularly as they pertain to the activities in the FY 2009 work program related to stormwater regulations and the need for additional presentations and workshops.
Reference:  Stormwater Workshop - Trends, Issues and Prospects in Managing Urban Stormwater; http://www.mwcog.org/environment/StormwaterWorkshop/
VI. Ches. Bay Program: Final BMP Report  – Tom Simpson and Sarah Weammert
(11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)
The Mid-Atlantic Water Program (MAWP) led a project during 2006-2007 to review and refine definition and effectiveness estimates for BMPs implemented and reported by the Chesapeake Bay watershed jurisdictions prior to 2003.  The objective is to develop definitions and effectiveness estimates that reflect the average operational condition representative of the entire watershed.  Dr. Simpson provided an initial overview of the report findings at the WRTC’s January 16th meeting.
Dr. Simpson and Ms. Weammert will provide an overview of their progress for setting achievable BMP standards, and will highlight the scientific and technical challenges they faced when estimating operational, average BMP performance.  They will compare the new ‘effectiveness’ estimates with previous values – noting what changes were recommended, what the CBP ultimately adopted, and confirm which values will be used in which version of the CBP’s Watershed Model (i.e., Version 5.0 or 5.1).
 Feedback:     WRTC members will be asked to identify any additional information they would like to receive regarding this project.
Reference:  http://www.mawaterquality.org/bmp_reports.htm  
VII. Working Lunch

(12:00 – 12:15 p.m.)
VIII.    Potomac Water Quality Monitory Programs:  Regional Information Database – Heidi Bonnaffon
(12:15 - 12:30 p.m.)

At the April 8th WRTC meeting, COG staff identified some preliminary recommendations from COG’s March 10th and 11th Potomac Monitoring Forum – including development of an information database that would serve as an information clearing-house for a wide range of water quality monitoring programs and projects that are being conducted throughout the COG region.
Ms. Bonnaffon will review an example of the type of monitoring program/project information that would be included in this regional database.
Feedback:
WRTC members will be asked to note whether the proposed elements for this database includes program/project information that they would be willing to provide to COG and have made publicly available, and whether it includes information they would like regarding others’ programs/projects.
VI.  COG’s Regional Water Resources FY 2009 Work Program & Budget – Ted Graham
  
(12:30 - 12:50 p.m.)
Dr. Graham will provide an overview of the proposed FY 2009 Water Resources Work Program and Budget, and solicit member comments to forward to the CBPC.

Action:  WRTC members will be requested to recommend the FY09 Work Program and Budget to the CBPC for approval.

X.       Updates – WRTC Members / COG Staff
  
(12:50 - 1:00 p.m.)
· COG Board Resolution on EDCs & Drinking Water 
· Opened up to Members
 XI.      Adjourn

(1:00 p.m.)
______________________________________________________________________

FUTURE MEETINGS / KEY EVENTS 2008

EDCs and Wastewater Treatment Workshop - May 12 & 13, 2008

MWCOG, the Water Environment Research Foundation, and the Chesapeake Bay Program's Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee are jointly sponsoring a workshop on EDCs and Wastewater on May 12 & 13 at COG.  Registration is closed.  Several COG member agencies/jurisdictions will be speaking or attending.  
CBPC Meeting – May 16, 2008
· Greater Washington 2050 – Review and endorsement of proposed environmental indicators (COG staff/WRTC recommendations)

· Review of Loudon County’s Proposed Septic System Ordinance 
· FY 2009 Regional Water Resources Work Program & Budget – Review & transmittal of WRTC recommendation

· WQSC/Bay TMDL - Updates
· ‘2030 Land Use’ Model - Updates

· COG Stormwater Workshop – Updates

· COG Board Resolution regarding EDCs & Drinking Water – Update

· Update on federal/state funding initiatives
· Blue Plains Tour (May 5th) - Feedback

WRTC Meeting – July 10, 2008

CBPC Meeting – July 18, 2008

WRTC Meeting - September 11, 2008
[Question:  Do we need to reschedule this meeting?]
CBPC Meeting – September 19, 2008
Climate Change/Sustainability - Wastewater Workshop – Fall 2008 [date TBD]
COG Water Quality – Future Challenges Forum – Fall 2008 [dates TBD]
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