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Land Use IS a Transportation Strategy

• Regional cooperation is the new black

• The region’s current trajectory

• Using the transportation system we built 
more efficiently

• Benefits to the region of being a region

• Moving forward



Talking the Regional Talk
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The Region’s Current Trajectory

4



We’re Paying Dearly for It…
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We’re Paying Dearly for It…



We’re Paying Dearly for It…

$250M
(FY17)

$345-440M
(FY40)



The Region has Options
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Reduce free and low-cost parking supply

Increase walkability of station 
areas and neighborhoods 

Better utilize station areas and 
along corridors with transit

• New Metrorail lines in the core
• Create network of high quality surface 

transit that connect across barriers
• Increase commuter rail/bus 

frequency and span of service 

AND 
/ OR



What if the Region Grew Smarter, Together?

• Goal: Can we efficiently use the transit 

system we already have by:

– Maintaining the region’s job and population 

totals

– Targeting future development forecast after 

2020 to transit-served activity centers with 

transit capacity

– Assuming that the transit network remains as 

forecast in 2040 along with full eight-car trains 

and improved station capacity. 
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Growth Potential: Activity Centers with 

High Capacity/Frequency Transit
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Place+Opportunity Place Types
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One Size Definitely Does Not Fit All
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Station Place Type Representative 

Station

Population + 

Employment 

Density (per 

square mile)

Suburban Multi-Use Center Huntington 18,600

Revitalizing Urban Center H St/42nd St 23,000

Satellite City Cloverleaf 23,700

Close-in & Urbanizing Center Takoma 25,000

Dense Mixed-Use Center White Flint 73,600

Urban Center Bethesda 133,100

Downtown Core K St/22nd St 224,000



Scenarios: Using the System 

We Built More Efficiently

14



Scenarios: Using the System 

We Built More Efficiently
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Scenarios: Using the System 

We Built More Efficiently

16



Efficient Transit: Growing Smarter as a 

Jurisdiction or as a Region
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2040 Adopted Land Use 
Forecast for the Region

2040 If Growing Smarter 
only within Jurisdictions

2040 If Growing Smarter 
as a Region



Benefits of Working as a Region
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A Path to Prosperity, As a Region
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• Incorporate scenario planning into 

the cooperative forecast process 

to address regional goals/needs

• Develop a long-range 

transportation plan that addresses 

regional needs

• Develop and commit to a regional 

growth framework

• Improve our ground game to help 

decision makers connect 

development decisions to annual 

transportation costs
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Moving Forward, As a Region
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