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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 12, 2007

Room 3

5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M.


Members Present:
Jill Engel-Cox, Joint Center for Earth Systems Technology

Rodney Livingston, District Interracial Coalition for Environmental Equity

Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, Episcopal Stewardship of Creation

Brian Holmes, Maryland Highway Contractors Association

Larry Zaragoza, Northern Virginia

Lee Schoenecker, American Planning Association

Bill Butler, Mirant

Peter Owen, Virginia Urban

Jessica Butts, District of Columbia

Ann Brown, Washington Academy of Science

COG Staff 

Jeff King, COG DEP

1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda 

Chair Jill Engel-Cox called the meeting to order and the Agenda was adopted. 
2. Approval of Minutes (February)

The minutes were sent but were not received in time for review.  They will be reviewed at the next meeting.

3. “Reducing Mobile Source Emissions: Vehicle Technology, Travel Demand Management, or Both?” – Presentation and Discussion with Mr. Ron Kirby

A report summarizing information from the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)’s Air Quality Conformity Determination (October 18, 2006) was distributed.  Results from transportation modeling were discussed:

· Can the VMT (vehicle miles traveled) continue to grow?  

i. Yes – See Exhibit 11/ Page 24

· When will be have BRAC information?

i. Probably in April for use in the conformity analysis

· Is it possible to see numbers from the Fort Belvoir EIS that just came out?

i. Call Paul DesJardin; the public comment period will open soon

ii. (Brian) – Some counties are taking measures to NOT accommodate BRAC; Cecil County near Aberdeen, MD, for example, is not allocating money towards infrastructure improvements

· Over time, even with an increase in travel, the average rate of VOCs emissions from the vehicle fleet will drop due to fleet turnover (See Exhibit 13/ Page 26); VOCs (g/mi) are representative of automobiles driven

· As fleet turnover progresses, more passenger cars will have emissions controls; Exhibit 14/ Page 27 shows an even more dramatic reduction in NOx emissions over time, particularly from 2010 to 2020

i. (Rodney) – How do you know how many cars never go past 30 mph?  Past 50 mph?

· Exhibit 15/ Page 28 demonstrates that PM2.5 emission rates will drop over time, but not as much as VOCs or NOx

· Exhibit 17/ Page 32, last year’s conformity analysis, shows the breakdown in VOCs and NOx emissions per type of emissions over time.  Figures generally decline over time because of vehicle turnover and the type of fuel used.

· Exhibits 19 & 20/ Page 34 & 35 show the significant reduction in VOCs and NOx emissions (respectively).  These reductions would primarily be due to changes in technology.  Exhibit 24/ page 40 shows a less significant reduction in PM emissions over time.

i. Vehicles can be made as clean as we’d like; the challenge is cost

ii. The irony is that as vehicles become cleaner, the benefits of demanding even cleaner vehicles lessens because the payoff (per cost) shrinks

The SIP process to reduce emissions is short-term; it only predicts changes until a new standard comes along, and it relies heavily on improvements in technology.  Transportation investments and efforts to manage travel demand, such as the Metro tunnel in Tysons or the Wilson Bridge, represent a more long-term outlook.

In efforts to clean the air, it may be most efficient to broaden the scope of approaches (i.e. think outside the box).  One way to do this may be to find dirty vehicles and offroad construction vehicles and clean them up.  
· (Rodney) – Would allowing hybrids to use HOV lands be a good strategy?

i. This approach may be counter-productive; the HOV incentive has an impact on the purchase of hybrid vehicles, but not on air quality

· (Ann) – What about light rail?

i. Ron distributed a handout of transportation scenario forecasts because there is a great deal of interest in this kind of thinking.  The scenarios include getting jobs and households closer together, adding new components to worker/employer benefits packages, and encouraging state and local programs to subsidize mortgages closer to public transit.

· (Larry) – One of the richest areas to explore is looking at the future of regulations and coordinating with folks like Ron.

· (Brian) – Crime and other results of high-density living need to be addressed.

· (Ron) – The next round of forecasts will include BRAC.  For instance, with BRAC, Montgomery County will lose employment as Loudoun County gains it, but housing will not necessarily shift with employment.  

· (Brian) – This is a classic case of eminent domain.  There isn’t enough government money for redevelopment, so it will be market-driven.

· (Peter) – Arlington County has shown that it is possible to grow without building new roads; crime does not necessarily increase with density.  Opportunities to shop within walking distance make a big impact on a person’s willingness to give up a car.

i. On another note, the construction industry is hesitating to respond to surveys because they cannot anticipate the impact of potential retrofits on off-road vehicles.

· (Brian) – The feelings of insecurity with highway construction contractors needs to be assuaged; he offered to facilitate communications with contractors.

· (Ron) – A new provision has been passed to make money available to retrofit offroad equipment for quick emissions reductions, but it is unfunded.

i. CEMAQ changes per state are in the SIP, but no one has data on emissions from offroad vehicles.  TIP does have pretty good estimates of the vehicle fleet in the region and uses those to compute emissions.  (There are many more SUVs in the area than anticipated.)

· (Brian) – What about lowering the speed limit on the beltway?

i. (Ron) – Page 53 of the handout demonstrates that such an approach would increase VOC but significantly reduce NOx.

· (Lee) – To what degree are vehicle emissions impacting global warming?

· (Larry) – A large company intends to convert a nearby campus to plug-in hybrids and Segways.  Could that make a significant impact on emissions?

i. The power plant still has to generate electricity to operate such vehicles, which are a small percentage of the fleet.

· (Jessica) – Is TIP considering tolls into the city?  

i. (Ron) – The effectiveness of applying tolls to existing capacity is a big question.  Encouraging high speeds rather than bumper-to-bumper traffic may not actually improve air quality.

The committee asked Ron for his opinion about what role AQPAC should play.  He encourages AQPAC to remain involved in MWAQC, to show interest in transportation projects, and to urge decision-makers to move past political divides.  AQPAC could also help evaluate the effectiveness of various TIP scenarios to reduce emissions and improve air quality.

4. Staff Report on MWAQC and TAC

The draft SIP was posted online on Friday.  MWAQC will take action on it this Thursday before sending to the states for review.  Comment deadlines will be in April.

Attainment modeling is being finished.  The entire area is expected to achieve standards except for possibly two locations in Virginia, but the weight of evidence suggests attainment.  The use of portable fuel containers is included in reductions.  Local initiatives going into the SIP include the doubling of wind energy purchases and enhancing tree canopy to reduce heat island effect.

The contingency plan still needs to be completed.  So far, diesel retrofits on low-emission vehicles have been removed; only Maryland has signed on to the HEDD (high electricity demand day) initiative to encourage telecommuting on Code Orange days.  The Commonwealth does not see itself as part of the OTC corridor, since only Northern Virginia (NoVA) is in nonattainment – they consider it a NoVA problem.  The University of Maryland is performing a weight of evidence analysis to contribute to the discussion.

5. Review and Discussion of 8-Hour Ozone SIP

The draft SIP has been posted. See the executive summary (handout).  Public meetings on the draft SIP are being scheduled.  Wyetha will distribute the final link when it is available.  Public meetings are being held in April in Maryland, DC, and Virginia.  The Virginia public meeting is planned for Woodbridge.  A discussion of the VA meeting location ensued, and Larry made a motion to request a change in the location of the Virginia meeting from Woodbridge to a location near Metro.  The motion was passed and Jill will raise the issue at the next MWAQC meeting.

The contingency plan is due by June 15.  The mobile emissions budget for 2010 is tight for the first few years and is based on fleet turnover.  There are concerns that fleet turnover may not happen.  

It was suggested that the ratio of NOx to VOCs measures should be looked at, since areas where ozone does not correspond to areas where emissions are high.  Both need to be lowered, even though lowering NOx makes a bigger impact on ozone formation.

Jill said she was disappointed that all AQ monitors are not in compliance; the SIP should go beyond what is necessary instead of fulfilling minimal requirements.

Larry suggested that AQPAC send a strong letter to MWAQC about addressing issues that impact air quality in the long-term.  It was agreed that AQPAC will review the SIP and compose a letter in April.

6. Draft Climate Change Letter 

There was a roundtable recently where MWAQC was formally asked to play a role in a dialog about climate change.  At this roundtable, several MWAQC members agreed that they would like the MWAQC to take the lead in discussions.  A member of the VA DEQ said he needs authorization to be able to do so due to staff and budgetary constraints within his agency.  The MWAQC Chair is very interested in seeing AQPAC’s letter to urge MWAQC to move forward on this.

AQPAC agreed to edit the existing climate change letter and send it to the MWAQC Chair in time for the COG Board Meeting in April.  Jill was given the authority to make final modifications and send the letter on behalf of the group.

7. New Business
Peter and George were approved by the MWAQC as members of AQPAC.  Jim Clark resigned as a member, so another replacement is needed.

Julie reported that the Mirant Power Plant exceeded SO2 limits on February 23rd.  ATSDR requested that the Department of Health in Alexandria notify them when pollution might exceed acceptable limits.  Mirant sent a letter asking the Department of Health to forbid the ATSDR from distributing public health advisories.

Rodney requested access and audio improvements to the COG website.

Julie will be traveling on April 10 and asked if someone else might be able to attend the TAC meeting from 10 to 12 pm.

8. Next Meeting

The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be on April 16.

