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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 17, 2008

Room 3

5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M.

Present:

Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, Larry Zaragoza,  Peter Owen, Brian Holmes, Deron Lovaas, Sally Kane
Staff: Joan Rohlfs, Jeff King
1.Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda

Chair Deron Lovaas opened the meeting at 5:15 pm. Julie asked that her comment in the October minutes be revised to say, “Rodney has missed three meetings, which is very unusual.” Staff said they had tried to contact him about the meetings.
Dr. Zaragoza said he hasn’t done anything on the fact sheet about air quality monitors. He’s trying to understand the Fairfax County budget and what’s happening with the Health Department budget. Julie suggested that the item could be on the TAC agenda for December. There were no amendments to the agenda.

2.Staff Report of TAC, MWAQC, CCSC

Staff reported that the Technical Advisory Committee held a conference call meeting in the morning (11/17). EPA proposes a Clean Data determination for the Washington region. EPA encourages states to follow the determination up with submitting a redesignation request and a Maintenance Plan. The states have been talking to EPA Region 3 about challenges for the region in developing a Maintenance Plan. Projections show the PM2.5 direct inventory increasing in the future, despite improving air quality and reduced levels of SO2.  Dr. Zaragoza said the science for PM2.5 is changing and the requirements are changing. Staff said the Court may remand the CAIR rule instead of vacating it. The Court asked the petitioners if they still favor vacating the rule, and North Carolina, one of the petitioners, is in favor of remand back to EPA.  Brian Holmes suggested that MWAQC ride on an amicus brief with the petitioners for remand.
The Climate Change Steering Committee will be meeting until March 2009 in order to develop a work program and budget for implementing the report’s recommendations. AQPAC could consider advising MWAQC or COG on the future committee structure to deal with climate change in the region. Some options discussed in the report are the Greater Washington 2050, MWAQC, a public private partnership, or a Climate Energy Policy Committee.  Dr. Zaragoza said MWAQC could bring business leaders into the discussion, but the real job of policy and regulation is for government.  Julie Van Fleet feared that MWAQC would turn into Clean Air Partners if it were made a public-private partnership. It would be a PR effort and would be a burden on air quality staff. She said the committee should be separate from MWAQC, but related.

Dr. Zaragoza said GHG targets should be mandatory. He suggested that stakeholders could participate, but elected officials will “make it happen.” Brian Holmes also favored having elected officials make the decision. Sally Kane said COG could have a facilitating role if it is outside of COG. Peter Owen is skeptical about bringing the private sector into a public decision. Dr. Zaragoza suggested that stakeholders could participate in an advisory capacity.  Regarding working with the utilities, Julie Van Fleet said in Virginia the experience with the mercury regulations showed that utilities were willing to do only the minimum required by EPA. Sally said the effort would still need a private sector “champion” because everyone will be waiting for federal regulations and federal law on climate change. Dr. Zaragoza said infrastructure can’t change that easily. In the example of solid waste incineration, contracts go for 20 years before they’re renewed.

Sally Kane suggested inviting someone from the Pew Trust to discuss climate change issues. She suggested Janet Peace, a resource economist.

3.MWAQC/AQPAC Review Committee: Proposed Bylaws
Staff reported that the MWAQC Executive Committee reviewed AQPAC’s changes to the selection of officers for AQPAC and they approved the bylaws with the changes. The bylaws will be proposed for MWAQC adoption at the December 10 meeting.
4. New Business: Recruitment of Members

4. New Business
Staff said that there are four applicants for AQPAC. One was a high school student in Silver Spring. Julie Van Fleet suggested that Thomas Jefferson High School be contacted for possible student members.
Staff said any members who wish to continue on AQPAC should submit a membership application form. Deron Lovass and Brian Holmes asked that staff send them forms. Deron said the application should be sent to Peter Owen and that everyone should bring their applications to the December meeting.

Peter Owen raised the question about changing the meeting time to start later. He made a motion, seconded by Deron,  that the meetings start at 6 pm beginning in 2009. Everyone present voted in favor of the time change.

Sally Kane asked how new officers would be appointed. It was agreed to appoint a Nominating Committee consisting of Larry Zaragoza, Brian Holmes and Sally Kane. Julie Van Fleet suggested that the Nominating Committee nominate Deron Lovaas and Larry Zaragoza.
5. Next Meeting and Adjourn

There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:00 pm. The next meeting will be on December 15, 2008.
