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About the Urban Institute

 The Urban Institute is the trusted source for 
unbiased, authoritative insights that inform 
consequential choices about the well-being of 
people and places in the United States. We 
are a nonprofit research organization that 
believes decisions shaped by facts, rather than 
ideology, have the power to improve public 
policy and practice, strengthen communities, 
and transform people’s lives for the better.

OUR MISSION IS TO OPEN MINDS, 

SHAPE DECISIONS, AND OFFER 

SOLUTIONS THROUGH ECONOMIC 

AND SOCIAL POLICY RESEARCH.
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The vicious cycle of destructive climate impacts
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The vicious cycle of destructive climate impacts
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Changes 2000-2019
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Proposed changes in the financially constrained plan
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Spending in the plan (in billions)
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Spending in the plan (in billions): With personal costs
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Spending in the plan (in billions): With externalities
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Potential remedies
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An alternative, virtuous cycle
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Opportunities in the American Jobs Plan

- Focus on modernizing existing roadways
- $173 billion for electrification, including $45 billion for 
transit and school buses
- $85 billion for transit and $80 billion for intercity rail

Not enough to meet the nation’s needs, but a significant 
push forward.
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