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 MWCOG GIS COMMITTEE MEETING

777 North Capitol St. NE, Washington DC 20002

Tuesday July 8, 2014 10:00 am

First Floor – Room 2
Meeting Summary
1. Call to Order

Mr. Marc Weinshenker (City of Rockville) called the meeting order.

2. Election to fill Executive Committee Spot Vacated by Robert Horne

Mr. Tim Abdella (District of Columbia) was elected to the Executive Committee

3. Demonstration of Regional Transportation Data Clearinghouse (RTDC) Web Application
Ms. Charlene Howard (MWCOG) provided a demonstration of the COG Regional Transportation Data Clearinghouse (RTDC) which is a tool built for regional transportation planners to obtain traffic, survey, demographic and other data linked to the COG transportation network segments or transportation analysis zones.  

A number of suggestions and questions were generated:

Suggestions:

· Consider adding live feeds, such as Circulator and Capitol Bike Share.
· Most of the layers are at the county/state level but city level data is available.  Rockville has a number of layers that could be added.
· ArcGIS Online might be used to provide internal and external users the ability to build their own Apps.
· Consider adding the DC Linear Referencing System.
General questions & suggestions were also offered for future discussion:

· Develop a comprehensive list of REST endpoints or servers in the region. GDX has a list of services that could be mined. Alternatively, COG could host a list of layers of regional interest. 
· How are jurisdictions managing their map services?  
· Is anyone moving away from ESRI?  Mr. Abdella recently brokered a deal with Google.  Google will provide an unlimited Google Map Engine as long as the data is available to all Google users.  An ArctoEarth extension for desktop loads SDE data through layer files.  It maintains data on refresh rate and maintains kml and kmz files. What agreements do various jurisdictions have with Google GTFS?  For example, MWCOG does not have an agreement because it is a consumer rather than provider of the data.

4. Updates on Regional Geospatial Data Sharing Efforts

· MidAtlantic Centerline Project – Mr. James Graham (DDOT) reported that monthly meetings are ongoing.  Mr. Graham encouraged anyone interested in attending (by phone or in person) to contact him at james.graham2@dc.gov.  The next meeting is scheduled for July 22nd at 1 pm.   Integration of centerlines between states is the focus.  Mr. Graham is planning to ask how address and centerline files mesh at the upcoming ESRI User Conference as well as how the new FHWA LRS will be impacted.
· 2015 Police and Fire Games – Mr. Tom Conry (Fairfax County) reported that planning is ongoing.  The formal kickoff will be in Reston.  The collection of site data is underway.  The committee is planning to use NCR GDX.
· LiDar- Mr. Roger Barlow (USGS Geospatial) was not available to provide an update.  
· NCR GDX- Ms. Heidi Hammel (KCI Technologies) indicated that the deployment/go-live date for the technology refresh is August 8th.  Contract issues between Fairfax County and Prince George’s County were resolved.  In addition, enhancements are complete and software bugs have been resolved.  Admins will be asked to review and cleanup the user list (any data shares must be reassigned before users can be deleted) and attend a WebEx training in August.  In addition, any users who publish will be asked to review their files. A plan will need to be formulated to address the contract administration in the new grant year.    
5. Ideas for GIS Committee Focus in the Coming Year 
The group discussed ideas for the coming year as well as other ways to reach potential attendees.  
· Suggested Topics include: 

· LiDar – Possibly set up a special interest group
· Data interoperability.  Regional Standards for sharing.  How can homogenous layers be created?  What service and key fields are necessary?
1. Have a day devoted to data - How do each of the jurisdictions publish data for others to use

· How do each of the jurisdictions work across different platforms?  

· Are jurisdictions building apps and, if so, for what purpose and need?   
· How are different jurisdictions using analytics on web services?  Is there a focus on what is being used versus what is being downloaded?  What areas appear to be changing in usage?  How are Google analytics being used for REST endpoints?

· Where is the future of image services?  Maintaining and managing?  What security issues exist? 

· A Who’s Who of Regional GIS – Develop a comprehensive list of who is an expert on various topics within each of the jurisdictions.
· How can points of integration be approached?  GIS-CAD?  
· Reaching potential attendees:
· How can the specialists (Lidar, Imagery, Data, Application Development, etc.) across jurisdictions be linked?  

1. Moderated web meetings

2. Flagging special interest groups when related topics  are to be discussed at the GIS Committee meetings.
3. Mara Kaminowitz (BMC) mentioned that she would like to bring the regional GIS groups together at an upcoming meeting. 
4. An additional day at TUGIS

5. Using Meetup or LinkedIn

· Martha Kile will create a poll to learn which topics are of greatest interest.  
6. Upcoming Meetings:

· Wednesday, September 24th 10:00 AM (GDX working group meeting to follow) 
· Tuesday, November 18th  10:00 AM  


