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Overview of Solid Waste Services in the City

T&ES Collection Services

• Residents living in detached, single-family homes, duplexes, and some 
townhouses with three or fewer units; ~20,200 households served

• ~250 small businesses and commercial accounts

• 65 schools and government buildings and 150 non-profit organizations 

Commercial Collection

• Commercial properties, multi-family buildings, Homeowners 
Associations are required to provide trash and recycling to tenants

• Commercial properties are required to fill out the Recycling 
Implementation Plan each year

• Accounts for more than 70% of the City’s waste stream
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T&ES Services

• 20,200 households served

• Residential recycling, yard waste 
composting, and trash curbside 
collections

• Leaf/Brush Collection

• Metal and appliances collection

• Spring Clean-Up

• Bulk Trash Pick-Up

• Public Space Trash & Recycling 
Bins

• HHW & Electronic Waste 
Recycling Center

• Composting at Farmers’ Markets

• 4 Recycling Drop-Off Centers
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Current Glass Operations

Single Stream Recycling is collected curbside

Recycling is 
delivered to 
Material 
Recovery Facility



Current State

The City’s “Glass” from the MRF
High Contamination with small items 2”x2” 

• Broken Glass
• Caps 
• Utensils
• Wrappers
• Styrofoam
• Shredded paper

Sent to Landfills
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Online Feedback Form





End Product



Potential Use: 
Sandbags
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Education & Outreach

• Mailer sent to 20,200 homes

• Mailers at libraries, City Hall, other 
partners

• Employee Town Hall Meetings

• Alexandria 311 Call Center Training

• Civic Association Meetings

• Farmers’ Market Outreach

• Social media, website, GoRecycle campaign 

• Joint press release, media coverage, 
earned media 
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Translations
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• Arlington 
County

• City of 
Alexandria

• Fairfax County

• Prince William 
County 
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Illegal 
Dumping at 

Drop-Off 
Centers
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Annual
Operating
Costs
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*Roll-Off truck depreciation costs not included

Labor

Operator hourly wage + fringe 43.38

Time required to load and deliver to FFC 1.25

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 60

$3,253.50 

Hauling 

Distance to Fairfax County I-95 (miles round trip) 30.8

Gas $ /mile 2.2

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 60

$4,065.60 

Processing

Ave tons of glass in 40yd bin 6

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 60

Processing cost at FFC $10 

$3,600 

Total Costs (Labor + Hauling + Processing) $10,919 



If 100% drop-off 
participation  
(2,000 tons)
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*Roll-Off truck depreciation costs not included

Labor

Operator hourly wage + fringe 43.38

Time required to load and deliver to FFC 1.25

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 333

$18,056.93 

Hauling 

Distance to Fairfax County I-95 (miles round trip) 30.8

Gas $ /mile 2.2

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 333

$22,564.08 

Processing

Ave tons of glass in 40yd bin 6

Number of times glass bin emptied / year 333

Processing cost at FFC $10 

$19,980 

Total Costs (Labor + Hauling + Processing) $60,601 
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Cost of Processing (approximately 2,000 tons of glass)

Cost to process glass through single-stream 
recycling (no rebate applied) $            73.08 $  152,298.72 

Cost to dispose glass through WTE $            43.16 $    89,945.44 

Cost to dispose glass through Fairfax 
County glass recovery $            10.00 $    20,840.00 



Next Steps
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• Monitoring bin fullness

• Extending coverage in the 

north

• Explore Public-Private 

Partnerships?     
• Grocery Stores

• Breweries, Distilleries, 

Cideries? 

• Bars & Restaurants?

• Farmers’ Markets?

• Trailer for Special Events?



Next Steps
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• Evaluate market conditions, develop a plan to expand glass 

drop-off and/or potentially eliminate glass from single stream

• Update City recycling ordinance to reflect changes in the global 

recycling market.



Current Glass Recycling Market

Currently, there are no 
recycled glass processing 
facilities nearby.

Source: http://www.gpi.org/glass-resource-locator

http://www.gpi.org/glass-resource-locator


Thank You

alexandriava.gov/WasteSmart
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http://www.alexandriava.gov/WasteSmart

