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Who We Are 

• public-private partnership formed in 1995 and comprised of 
30 organizations from:  
– Local governments (DC, MD, and VA) 

– State transportation and environmental agencies 

– Businesses and major employers 

– Advocacy groups (health, environmental, education, and transportation) 

 

• Clean Air Partners was developed to improve the region’s air 
quality through voluntary actions. 
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In the Beginning 

1994 

COG creates joint task 
force for transportation 
and air quality. 

1997 

ENDZONE program 
formalizes. 
 
Official joint signing 
of agreement 
between COG and 
BMC. 

1998 

EPA adopts the color-
coded Air Quality 
Index (AQI). 

ENDZONE partnership 
launched. 
 
 
Ozone map airs in the 
region. 

1995 

1996 

Ozone Action Day 
program begins. 

2000 

Name changed to 
Clean Air Partners. 



Do your share for cleaner air. 

Perceptions of Air Quality 
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Voluntary Actions 

Source: Clean Air Partners AirAlerts Participant Survey 
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Carpool, vanpool,
or take public

transit

Telework Drive less Put off mowing
the grass

Use electric lawn
equipment

Refuel after dusk Limit use of oil-
based paints,
solvents, etc

Conserve energy
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What voluntary actions do you take? 

2007 2011
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Public Awareness and Outreach 

• Outreach to local Television Meteorologists and Reporters 

• Annual Public Awareness Campaign 

– Radio Ads 

– Online Ads 

– Transit Ads 

• Website and Social Media 

• School Curriculum and  

   Summer Camp Outreach 

• Materials 
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Media Coverage 
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Special Events 
The Great Maryland Lawnmower Exchange 

• Sponsored by the MD Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

• One day event for MD residents to 
exchange gas mowers for electric 
version. 

• Deep discounts off the MSRP (47%). 

• Old gas mowers were 
decommissioned and recycled. 

• 757 mowers exchanged. 

• A reduction of 28.4 tons (56,797lbs) 
of Carbon Dioxide, 0.1 tons (177.9lbs) 
of Nitrogen Oxide, and 2.1 tons 
(4,239 lbs) of Volatile Organic 
Compounds. 
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Website 
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AirAlerts 
• Available for 4 regions:  

 Metro Washington  

 Metro Baltimore  

 Western MD  

 Eastern Shore 

• Forecasts: Daily or Unhealthy 

• Real-Time Health Notifications: Code 
Orange or Code Red 

• Over 5,000 organizations and 
individuals. 

• Number of subscribers increased 
over 90% since 2007. 
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Free Tools 
Forecast Widget: 

 

 

AirAlerts Button: 

 

 

Mobile App: 
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Schools and Summer Camps 

• Air quality and climate information presented to 
thousands of students during the school year. 

 

• Reached more than 10,000 young people through 
presentations at schools, events, camps, recreation 
centers, and summer youth job initiatives. 

 

• Poster, slogan, and infographics contests. 

 

• Science fairs in 10 jurisdictions. 

 
 


