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The Air Quality Public Advisory Committee (AQPAC) is an advisory body to the 

Metropolitan Washington Air Quality Committee (MWAQC).

Draft Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 19, 2009
Room 1
5:30 P.M.-7:30 P.M.

Present: Bahri Aliriza, Bill Butler, Beverly Fourier, Linda Murphy, Caroline Petti, Deron Lovaas, Larry Zaragoza, Peter Owen (phone), Richard Reiss, Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet, Matt Gray, Bill Orleans
Staff: Joan Rohlfs, Jeff King, John Mataya
1. Call to Order, Adoption of Agenda, Approval of Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm.  
Announcements and Reports:

· Report on MWAQC Meeting, September 23

Peter Owens reported on the MWAQC meeting of September 23 where he presented AQPAC’s comments on EPA’s proposed NO2 standard and roadside monitoring issues. He said MWAQC had no problem with EPA’s proposed hourly standard. There was a discussion about the phrase in the comment letter regarding fuinding for monitoring. AQPAC’s recommended language regarding funding was accepted. Other AQPAC language about how great it would be to do roadside monitoring was not well received and the motion failed. VDOT made a push to put off roadside monitoring until better science is available, but that motion failed.
· Greater Washington 2050 Coalition Report

John Mataya, COG’s Dept. of Community Planning said the Greater Washington 2050 Coalition and the COG Board of Directors have released a draft report with framework and vision for how to grow as a region. Mr. Mataya encouraged AQPAC members to read the report and to comment. He will speak about the report at the next AQPAC meeting in November. Comments are due to the Coalition by November 30. Larry Zaragoza asked if the goals are linked to budgets in the region. Bill Orleans, a resident of Greenbelt, MD, asked how the COG would be affected if not all jurisdictions complied with the regional compact. Mr. Mataya said the GW2050 is more of a pledge to do the right thing; it is not an interstate compact having legal authority like WMATA. There would still be a council of governments if the jurisdictions do not agree on the MOU. Mr. Zaragoza suggested that there be a follow-up discussion at the next meeting.
2. Presentation: Executive Order on Energy Efficiency in Federal Government
Matt Gray, DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, filling in for Josh Silverman, made a presentation about the Executive Order 13514 on Energy Efficiency. The Executive Order establishes greenhouse gases as the metric for tracking progress in the Federal Sustainability Plah ,requires all agencies to establish greenhouse gas emission reduction goals and to submit a Strategic Sustainability Performance Plan to the Council of Environmental Quality (CEQ) and OMB. The goal is to achieve net zero buildings by 2030 for new buildings. DOE is developing a roadmap to a carbon neutral federal government. Mr. Gray said a guide will be revised to deal with economic cost benefits. The guide is expected by April; the roadmap is mid-2010. Federal agencies are required to submit data annually. The CEQ/OMB reporting guidance will follow WRI protocols.
3. Climate Energy Environment Policy Committee Update
· Work Program for 2012
Jeff King distributed a copy of the matrix developed for the CEEPC work program. The recommendations are taken from COG’s Climate Report, the measures in italics are suggested performance measures to achieve the recommendations. The IGBG and Energy Advisory Committee reviewed each relevant item and commented that local governments can’t require private buildings to retrofit or to meet certain energy reduction goals. Mr. Zaragoza said local government could offer incentives to do so. He suggested that the actual building performance be looked at, not just the LEED Silver standard. AQPAC members asked what data would be used to demonstrate compliance with the measure. Staff said not all the questions have been answered about the performance measures. Some of the measures are aspirational, such as the solar roof measure. 
Beverly suggested that staff should look into energy generation from the Potomac. Larry Zaragoza said COG should form a partnership with the utilities. AQPAC members support small-scale renewables, measures that same money, education and tax incentives, and removal of barriers. Linda said externalities are not being counted, such as parking. She suggested taxing parking. Staff asked that comments on the plan be provided to staff by November 16. CEEPC sill meet on November 19 to revise the matrix.
· Outreach and Education Coordination Meeting, October 9

Staff described the agenda for the Outreach and Education Coordination meeting held on October 9. There were presentations about software to enable homeowners to track their energy usage. Dann Sklarew, a George Mason professor who is a member of the CEEPC, proposed that the Copenhagen conference on climate change is a “teachable moment,” and should be used to create a regional message about regional actions underway and individual actions that can be taken to reduce greenhouse gases. There was no action on this proposal at the meeting. Staff agreed to share the proposal with the committee.
4. Air Quality Update:
· TAC and MWAQC

Staff reported that EPA is reconsidering the 8-hour ozone standard and that EPA finalized a rule mandating reporting of greenhouse gases for stationary sources. Staff discussed transition to the MOVES model for transportation conformity and attainment modeling, and staff discuss various diesel emission reduction projects and opportunities in the region. Members requested that staff circulate the final draft of the MWAQC comment letter on the NO2 standard.
5.   New Business
Linda Murphy suggested reporting on sources of health data to be used for air quality analysis. Staff discussed the openings on AQPAC as a result of one-year terms being over in a few months. Staff will advertise openings on AQPAC, but encouraged those who wish to stay on to re-apply.
6. Next meeting: November 16, 2009: Ideas for the November agenda include a report on the November 9 workshop (local government reporting protocols), briefing on medical research information (Beverly Fournier), and a briefing on the Kerry Boxer bill (senate climate change bill). There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
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