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Building Permits Survey - Background

• Data are available monthly, year- to- date, and annually at the 

national, state, selected metropolitan area, county and place levels.

• The Building Permits Survey (BPS) provides national, state, and local 

statistics on the number and valuation of new privately-owned housing 

units authorized by building permits in the United States. The U.S. Code, 

Title 13, authorizes this survey and provides for voluntary responses.

• Statistics from the BPS are based on reports submitted by local 

building permit officials in response to a voluntary mail survey. The 

data are collected using Form C-404, "Report of Building or Zoning 

Permits Issued for New Privately-Owned Housing Units.“

• Collected data include ……number, construction cost,….

https://www.census.gov/construction/bps/pdf/c404.pdf
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U.S. Census Bureau – Building Permits 
Survey Form (C-404)
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“Total Units” 
New Privately Owned Housing Units 
COG Region, 1986 – 2020 (Annual)
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“Single Family Units” and “2 – 5+ Units”  
New Privately Owned Housing Units 
COG Region, 1986 – 2020 (Annual)
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“Total Units” 
New Privately Owned Units by “State” 

1986 – 2020 (Annual)
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“Total Units” New Privately Owned 
Housing Units Authorized in

COG Jurisdictions, 1986 -2020 (Annual)

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

District of Columbia Arlington County City of Alexandria

Montgomery County Prince George's County Fairfax County and Cities

Loudoun County Prince William County and Cities Frederick County

Charles County

Core

Outer

Inner



U.S. Census Bureau Building Permit Survey

January 15, 2021
8

“Total Units” New Privately Owned Housing Units 

Authorized – COG Region 

June 2018–November 2020 (Monthly)
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“Single Family Units” and “2 – 5+ Units” New Privately 

Owned Housing Units Authorized –

COG Region June 2018 – November 2020 (Monthly)
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“Total Units” New Privately Owned Housing Units Authorized 

by “State” June 2018 – November 2020 (Monthly)
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“Total Units” New Privately Owned Housing Units Authorized 

by Jurisdiction 

June 2018 – November 2020 (Monthly)

0

250

500

750

1,000

1,250

1,500

1,750

2,000

2,250

2,500

2,750

District of Columbia Arlington County City of Alexandria

Montgomery County Prince George's County Fairfax County and Cities

Loudoun County Prince William County and Cities Frederick County

Charles County

Core

Inner

Outer



U.S. Census Bureau Building Permit Survey

January 15, 2021
12

Questions?



Greg Goodwin

Department of Community Planning and Services

(202) 962-3274 – Telework – (301) 792-5389

ggoodwin@mwcog.org mwcog.org

777 North Capitol Street NE, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20002
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