Professional Urban Forestry Workshop

Testing Trees for Decay & Examining Wood Decay Fungi

Instructed by, Dr. Chris Luley, Urban Forestry LLC

June 4, 2009 - 10 am - 3 pm
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG)

Training Center, 1st Floor
Event Sponsors:
U.S. Forest Service

District Department of Transportation – Urban Forestry Administration

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments

Training Agenda
Part I. Introduction to Decay and Decay Assessment: 10:00 – 12:00


1. Introduction to Wood Decay Fungi




a. Causes of decay




b. Types of fungi that cause decay in trees


2. Types of Decay and their importance in tree management 



a. Basic wood anatomy


b. White rot, Brown rot, Soft rot, Sap rot



b. CODIT and tree reaction to decay




3. Decay Fungi Biology and Life Cycle



a. Spread of decay fungi  




4. Identification of Common Wood Decay 





a. Basic methods to identify fruiting structures





b. Identification of the ‘Big Three”

Part II. Basic Methods of Testing for Decay in Trunks and Stems: 12:00 – 2:00


1. Indicators of Decay in Trunks and stems 





a. Positive Indicators decay in stems and roots



b. Potential Indicators of decay in stems and roots



2. Basic Methods of Testing for Decay in Trunks and Stems




3. Interpretation 



a. How much decay is too much decay?




Part III. Outside Hands-on Decay Assessment: 2:00 - 3:00



a. Decay Indicators




b. Sounding 




c. Handheld drilling




d. Resistograph drilling 
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    Christopher J. Luley, Ph.D. 
                          
                                       RIT Training  


