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[Steel vs. Flesh graphics on this page and subsequent pages will be replaced by current campaign graphics. Should Honda logo come off?]

In 2006, 4,784 pedestrians were killed in the United States, a decrease of 12 percent from the 5,449 pedestrians killed in 1996. There were 61,000 pedestrians injured in traffic crashes in 2006. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates that a pedestrian is killed almost every 110 minutes and injured every 9 minutes on our nation's roadways. Nationally, pedestrians account for 11.2% of motor vehicle deaths with urban areas having higher fatality rates than rural areas.
Pedestrian safety is a major challenge in the greater Washington, DC metro area.
Approximately 3,000 pedestrians are involved in crashes with motor vehicles every year. The majority – more than 90% – of these pedestrians sustain injuries and about 80 of these pedestrians die each year. Pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities accounted for 22% of the total traffic fatalities in the District of Columbia, suburban Maryland and northern Virginia from 2000-2006.
Traffic speed is critical to pedestrian safety. At higher speeds, motorists are less likely to react in time to avoid colliding with pedestrians.  Higher speed crashes are much more lethal to pedestrians.  When struck by a vehicle going 40 mph, a pedestrian has an 85 percent chance of dying, whereas a pedestrian hit by a vehicle traveling at 20 mph has a five percent chance of dying.
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Pedestrian fatalities outnumber homicides in many jurisdictions in the Washington region, and most of those deaths could be prevented.
Across the greater metro area, deadly behavior among drivers, cyclists and pedestrians is a leading contributor to the problem:

▪ 
Drivers speed and ignore crosswalk laws.

▪ 
Pedestrians act impulsively – failing to look both ways before crossing; not using the crosswalk where required; and not crossing with the signal.

▪ 
Cyclists ride against traffic and ignore Stop signs and traffic signals.
Education, awareness and enforcement of laws are critical to combat the problem and make the public more Street Smart.

ABOUT STREET SMART PAGE:
[DesignHouse recommends that this page have either a horizontal navigation bar; a roll-over menu bar off the “About Street Smart” button; or bulleted list allowing users to jump to subhead sections without having to scroll through the entire page.]
The Program
Street Smart is an annual public education, awareness and behavioral change campaign in the Washington, DC, suburban Maryland and northern Virginia area. Since its beginning in 2002, the campaign has used radio, newspaper, and transit advertising, public awareness efforts, and added law enforcement, to respond to the challenges of pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
The Street Smart program emphasizes education of motorists and pedestrians through mass media. It is meant to complement, not replace, the efforts of state and local governments and agencies to build safer streets and sidewalks, enforce laws, and train better drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians.
The program is coordinated by the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), and is supported by federal funds made available through state governments, and funding from some TPB member jurisdictions.
The 2008 Street Smart campaign will run from March 2 through March 30.
Goals
The goals of the campaign are to:

• 
Change motorist and pedestrian behavior, and reduce pedestrian and bicyclist deaths and injuries, by

• 
Increase awareness of the consequences of pedestrian and bicycle crashes

•
Recommend actions to reduce risks

• 
Increase awareness of law enforcement action against unsafe and illegal behavior
Enforcement
Fourteen state and local law enforcement organizations participated in the 2007 Street Smart campaign. All enforce pedestrian and bicycle safety laws along with traffic laws, according to their state and local jurisdictions. Each managed the Street Smart campaign in different ways. These included:

•
Stepping-up enforcement efforts and bringing a visible presence to roads and problem areas, especially during the weeks of the campaign.

•
Targeting specific behaviors such as distracted driving, speeding, and slowing or stopping at crosswalks, and handing out citations for infractions to drivers, pedestrians and cyclists.

•
Educational events and training, such as in crosswalk enforcement.

•
Usage of posters in high traffic areas and distributing them in schools.

•
Distribution of handouts along with citations and at various events. These included “Use the Crosswalks,” “Look Left, Right, Left,” and a “Tips” brochure promoting safety tips for pedestrians, drivers and bicyclists. Some of these were created in Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese and Amharic.
Evaluation
In order to validate the campaign and judge effectiveness of the efforts, as in the past years of Street Smart, telephone surveys of area motorists will be conducted both before and after the campaign.
Members
Funding Organizations:
· Arlington County, Department of Environmental Services
· City of Alexandria, Virginia
· City of Gaithersburg, Maryland
· City of Manassas Park, Virginia
· City of Rockville, Maryland
· City of Takoma Park, Maryland
· Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Motor Vehicles
· District of Columbia, District Department of Transportation
· Fairfax County, Virginia
· Montgomery County, Maryland
· Maryland State Highway Administration, Highway Safety Office
· Prince George’s County, Maryland
· Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)
The National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board gratefully acknowledges technical support and comments of staff from the following organizations: Arlington County, Department of Environmental Services; City of Alexandria, Office of Transit; Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Motor Vehicles; Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Transportation; District of Columbia, District Department of Transportation; Fairfax County, Department of Transportation; Maryland Department of Transportation; Maryland State Highway Administration, Highway Safety Office; Montgomery County, Maryland; United States Department of the Interior; and the Washington Area Bicyclist Association.
WALKING, DRIVING, CYCLING TIPS PAGE:
DesignHouse has asked WMATA for safety tips around buses to be added to these sections.
RESOURCES PAGE:

DesignHouse recommends that this page be reorganized into the following categories: 

Campaign Materials:

All pdf/mp3 files of creative from past campaigns will be posted here organized by year.

Summary Reports:

PDFs of all previous summary reports will be posted here organized by year.

Research:

Both Inova Reports will be posted here. Additional items to be posted to include: 2006 NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts for Pedestrians; 2006 NHTSA Traffic Safety Facts for Bicyclists and Other Cyclists; NHTSA report on Pedestrian Roadway Fatalities; regional data or COG/TRB endorsed data?? 

Additional links to be included:

· www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/Main/index.aspx

· www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/People/PeoplePedestrians.aspx

· www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/People/PeoplePedalcyclists.aspx

· www.ddot.dc.gov/ddot/cwp/view,a,1245,q,630899.asp#3
· www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/research/pub/HS809012.html

Regional Laws:

· www.vdot.virginia.gov/programs/bk-laws.asp
· www.ddot.dc.gov/ddot/cwp/view,a,1245,q,630899.asp#1
· www.sha.state.md.us/exploremd/bicyclists/oppe/Bicyclists6.asp

Safe Routes to School Programs:
· www.vdot.virginia.gov/programs/ted_Rt2_school_pro.asp
· www.saferoutesinfo.org/online_library/details.cfm?id=186
· www.saferoutesinfo.org/index.cfm

Additional Resources:

· nhtsa.com/portal/site/nhtsa/menuitem.dfedd570f698cabbbf30811060008a0c/

· safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/index.htm

· www.pedbikeinfo.org/
· www.alexride.org/bikeped.php
· www.virginiadot.org/programs/bk-default.asp
· www.tooledesign.com/projects/dc/
· www.ddot.dc.gov/ddot/cwp/view,a,1245,q,630892,ddotNav_GID,1586,ddotNav,|32399|.asp
· walkarlington.com/

· www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dirtmpl.asp?url=/Content/dpwt/dir/pedsafety/index.asp
· www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/pedestrian.htm

Commuter Resources:
· www.virginiadot.org/travel/nova-main.asp
· maps.mwcog.org/CCRSLiveSite/

· www.commuterpage.com

Bicycling Resources:
· bikearlington.com/

· www.sha.state.md.us/exploremd/bicyclists/oppe/bicyclists.asp
· www.sha.state.md.us/exploremd/bicyclists/oppe/bikehelmet.asp
· www.dnr.state.md.us/outdoors/biking.html
· nhtsa.com/portal/site/nhtsa/menuitem.810acaee50c651189ca8e410dba046a0/

· www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/bike/

