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RESILIENCE FOCUS AREAS

The purpose of the Resilience Focus Area Strategy is to identify 
and prioritize areas where future planning efforts and 
investments should be targeted to build resilience to flooding.

• How should the District prioritize flood resilience planning work 
city-wide and over dozens of communities?

• What should be the guiding principles to investing limited funds 
for flood resilience?

• Is risk uniform over floodplains?

Project Timeline:

 2021: DC Comprehensive Plan breaks the 500-year floodplains into 10 
study areas called Resilience Focus Areas (RFA)

 Early 2022: DOEE updated the RFA boundaries to include 15 study areas

 Late 2022: Feedback from DC Silver Jackets and DC Flood Task Force

 May 2023: Presented at ASFPM

 September 2023: Resiliency Focus Area Strategy released



Step 1. 
Existing Conditions Analysis 
Analyze existing conditions within 
each RFA. 

Step 2. 
Planning Prioritization
Build prioritization framework to 
summarize existing conditions.  

Step 3. 
Implementation Strategy 
Use the framework to prioritize 
planning and resilience projects.

PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK

How do we determine which RFAs should be prioritized for investments in flood resilience?



STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK



PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK 



Flooding Hazards
Combined Flood Hazard Extents

PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK – 
FLOOD POTENTIAL & DAMAGES: RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Vulnerable Property
Right-of-Way

Area for each risk 
within ROW

Larger Area = Higher 
Score

Interpolated 
between 
Min/Max



PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK – 
FLOOD POTENTIAL & DAMAGES: BUILDING FOOTPRINT 

Vulnerable PropertyFlooding Hazards
Combined Flood Hazard Extents

Building Footprint
x 

Damage Factor 
x 

Age Factor

Larger Area = Higher Score

Weighting 
Ranges Set 

Manually

Damage Factor
Residential 1.0
Commercial 1.4
Institutional 1.4
Industrial 0.8

Age Factor
Bldgs. pre-1985: Pre-First FIRM regulations 1.50
1985-2010: Current version of flood regs 1.25
2010-2020: New Construction Codes in effect 1.00
2020-onward: New construction code to current construction 0.75



RFA RANKING – 
VULNERABLE PEOPLE

Rank RFA Name Score
(Max = 45)

1 Oxon Run 41.78
2 Kenilworth Park/Watts Branch 36.53
3 SW/Buzzard Point 33.80
4 Anacostia Park 29.17
5 Navy Yard 20.77
6 Poplar Point 19.20
7 RFK Stadium 19.07
8 National Mall 16.82
9 SE Blvd 16.80

10 Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 14.92
11 National Arboretum/Kingman Island 14.46
12 Foggy Bottom 10.35
13 Georgetown 8.35
14 C&O Canal 8.15
15 Potomac Park 3.60



RFA RANKING – 
VULNERABLE ASSETS

Rank RFA Name Score
(Max = 45)

1 National Mall 33.10
2 SW/Buzzard Point 29.04
3 Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 24.29
4 Kenilworth Park/Watts Branch 22.21
5 Navy Yard 14.80
6 Oxon Run 14.74
7 Georgetown 11.14
8 Foggy Bottom 9.95
9 RFK Stadium 8.59

10 C&O Canal 6.29
11 Poplar Point 4.14
12 Anacostia Park 4.08
13 Potomac Park 3.37
14 SE Blvd 0.78
15 National Arboretum/Kingman Island 0.02



RFA RANKING – 
ACTIONABILITY

Rank RFA Name Score
(Max = 10)

1 Oxon Run 9.06
2 Poplar Point 7.71
3 Kenilworth Park/Watts Branch 6.98
4 SW/Buzzard Point 3.42
5 Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 3.02
6 RFK Stadium 2.73
7 National Arboretum/Kingman Island 2.45
8 Anacostia Park 2.13
9 Navy Yard 1.91

10 SE Blvd 0.72
11 National Mall 0.61
12 C&O Canal 0.20
13 Foggy Bottom 0.11
14 Georgetown 0.10
15 Potomac Park 0.03



PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK – 
OVERALL RESULTS

Overall Ranking



RFA RANKING – 
OVERALL 

Rank RFA Name Score
(Max = 100)

1 SW/Buzzard Point 66.26
2 Kenilworth Park/Watts Branch 65.72
3 Oxon Run 65.57
4 National Mall 50.53
5 Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling 42.22
6 Navy Yard 37.48
7 Anacostia Park 35.38
8 Poplar Point 31.05
9 RFK Stadium 30.38

10 Foggy Bottom 20.42
11 Georgetown 19.58
12 SE Blvd 18.30
13 National Arboretum/Kingman Island 16.94
14 C&O Canal 14.64
15 Potomac Park 7.01



RFA STRATEGY



NEXT STEPS

PRIORITIZE PROJECTS FUTURE UPDATES

Use the framework to 
prioritize projects for 
planning and funding

Update the framework when 
new information becomes 
available, such as the 
Integrated Flood Model



QUESTIONS:

Link: doee.dc.gov/service/resilience-focus-area-strategy

Andrea Limauro
Environmental Protection Specialist • Resilience Focus Areas
Flood Team
DOEE
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