
 
 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Steering Committee Actions and Report of the Director 

DATE:  November 12, 2015 

 

The attached materials include:  

 

 Steering Committee Actions  

 Letters Sent/Received 

 Announcements and Updates  

 

 

Item 5  
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Steering Committee Actions 

DATE:  November 12, 2015 

 

At its meeting on November 6, the TPB Steering Committee approved the following resolutions: 

 

 SR9-2016: Resolution on an amendment to the FY 2015-2020 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) that is exempt from the air quality conformity requirement to include funding 

for the I-495 Capital Beltway Resurfacing and US 40 Alt. (Main Street) reconstruction 

projects, as requested by the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) 

 SR10-2016: Resolution on an amendment to the FY 2015-2020 Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) that is exempt from the air quality conformity requirement to 

include funding for the Minnieville Road and Sycolin Road widening projects, as requested by 

the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 

 

The TPB Bylaws provide that the Steering Committee “shall have the full authority to approve non-

regionally significant items, and in such cases it shall advise the TPB of its action.” 

 

3



 

 

 

4



     TPB SR9-2016 

November 6, 2015 
 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2015-2020 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 

REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE I-495 CAPITAL BELTWAY RESURFACING AND  

US 40 ALT (MAIN STREET) RECONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, AS REQUESTED BY  

THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT) 
 

 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under  

the provisions of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21)  for developing and carrying 

out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 

Metropolitan Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 

regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2014 the TPB adopted the FY 2015-2020 TIP; and 

  

WHEREAS, in the attached letter of October 27, 2015, MDOT has requested that the FY 2015-2020 

TIP be amended to change the source of $9.095 million in funding from National Highway Performance 

Program (NHPP) to state on the I-495 Inner Loop Resurfacing Project in Montgomery County, and to 

include the Urban Reconstruction of US 40 Alt. from Ivy Hill Road to Middletown Parkway in Frederick 

County with $8.368 million in NHPP funding, $2.56 million in Surface Transportation Program (STP) 

funding, and $3.881 million in state funding, as described in the attached materials; and  

         

WHEREAS, these projects are exempt from the air quality conformity requirement, as defined in 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations “40 CFR Parts 51 and 93 Transportation 

Conformity Rule Amendments: Flexibility and Streamlining; Final Rule,” issued in the May 6, 2005, 

Federal Register; 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2015-2020 TIP to change the source of $9.095 million 

in funding from NHPP to state on the I-495 Inner Loop Resurfacing Project in Montgomery County, and 

to include the Urban Reconstruction of US 40 Alt. from Ivy Hill Road to Middletown Parkway in Frederick 

County with $8.368 million in NHPP funding, $2.56 million in STP funding, and $3.881 million in state 

funding, as described in the attached materials.  
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on November 6, 2015 
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Previous
Funding

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
CAPITAL COSTS (in $1,000)

FY 2015 - 2020

Source 
Total 

SUBURBAN MARYLAND

Source                  Fed/St/Loc 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
FY FY FY FY FY FY

MDOT/State Highway Administration
Other
System Preservation Projects

Facility: US 40 Main Street AL
From: Ivy Hill Road 

To: Middletown Parkway 

Title: US 40 AL Urban ReconstructionAgency ID: FR3501

Description: Reconstruction of US 40 AL from Ivy Hill Drive to Middletown Parkway.

Complete: 2019TIP ID: 6488

X

Total Cost: $13,900
NHPP 100/0/0 2,092 c 2,092 c 2,092 c 2,092 c 8,368

State 0/100/0 498 a
3 b

142 a
326 b
110 c

701 c 701 c 701 c 699 c 3,881

STP 100/0/0 1,995 a 565 a 2,560

14,809Total Funds:

Additional Design and Construction FundingAmendment: Approved on: 11/6/2015
Adding design funding for a new regionally significant urban reconstruction project including $498,000 (State) to FY 2015, $1,995,000 (STP) to FY 2015, $142,000 (State) to FY 2016, and 
$565,000 (STP) to FY 2016.  Adding right-of-way funding for a new regionally significant urban reconstruction project including $3,000 (State) to FY 2015 and $326,000 (State) to FY 2016. 
 Adding construction funding for a new regionally significant  urban reconstruction project including $110,000 (State) to FY 2016, $701,000 (State) to FY 2017, $2,092,000 (NHPP) to FY 2017, 
$701,000 (State) to FY 2018, $2,092,000 (NHPP) to FY 2018, $701,000 (State) to FY 2019, $2,092,000 (NHPP) to FY 2019, $699,000 (State) to FY 2020, and $2,092,000 (NHPP) to FY 2020.

Facility: I 495  
From: I 270Y 

To: Seminary Road 

Title: I-495 Inner Loop ResurfacingAgency ID: MO1881

Description: Resurfacing of I-495 inner loop between I-270 and Seminary Road.

Complete: 2018TIP ID: 6430

 

Total Cost: $11,800
NHPP 100/0/0

State 0/100/0 270 a 2 a
3,843 c

7,526 c 11,641

11,641Total Funds:

Additional Design and Construction FundingAmendment: Approved on: 3/6/2015
Adding design funding to reflect new regionally significant system preservation project including $383,000 (State) to FY 2015.  Adding construction funding to reflect new regionally significant 
system preservation project including $6.9 million (NHPP) and $1.7 million (State) to FY 2016 and $2.1 million (NHPP) and $537,000 (State) to FY 2017.

Change Construction Funding SourceAmendment: Approved on: 11/6/2015
This is an amendment to change the fund source of $9,095,000 million in construction funds from NHPP to State. These funds include $6,949,000 previously in FY 2016 and $2,146,000 
previously in FY 2017.

1Other MDOT/State Highway Administration M -X - Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations Included a - PE  b - ROW Acquisition  c - Construction  d - Study  e - Other
11
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     TPB SR10-2016 

November 6, 2015 
 

 

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION TRANSPORTATION PLANNING BOARD 

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20002 

 

RESOLUTION ON AN AMENDMENT TO THE FY 2015-2020 TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) THAT IS EXEMPT FROM THE AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 

REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE FUNDING FOR THE MINNIEVILLE ROAD AND SYCOLIN ROAD WIDENING 

PROJECTS, AS REQUESTED BY THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (VDOT) 
 

 

WHEREAS, the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), which is the 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Washington Region, has the responsibility under  

the provisions of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21)  for developing and carrying 

out a continuing, cooperative and comprehensive transportation planning process for the 

Metropolitan Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the TIP is required by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) as a basis and condition for all federal funding assistance to state, local and 

regional agencies for transportation improvements within the Washington planning area; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2014 the TPB adopted the FY 2015-2020 TIP; and 

  

WHEREAS, in the attached letters of October 29, 2015, VDOT has requested that the FY 2015-2020 

TIP be amended to include $10 million in revenue sharing funds and $18.04 million in local funds 

for the widening of Minnieville Road between Spriggs Road and Dumfries Road in Prince William 

County, and to add $5 million in revenue sharing funds, $2.02 million in Regional Surface 

Transportation Program (RSTP) funds, and $3.48 million in advanced construction funding for the 

widening of Sycolin Road from Tolbert Lane to the southern corporate limit of Leesburg in Loudoun 

County, as described in the attached materials; and  

         

WHEREAS, these projects are already included in the Air Quality Conformity Analysis of the 2015 

CLRP Amendments and the FY 2015-2020 TIP; 

      

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Steering Committee of the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board amends the FY 2015-2020 TIP to include $10 million in revenue 

sharing funds and $18.04 million in local funds for the widening of Minnieville Road between Spriggs 

Road and Dumfries Road in Prince William County, and to add $5 million in revenue sharing funds, 

$2.02 million in RSTP funds, and $3.48 million in advanced construction funding for the widening of 

Sycolin Road from Tolbert Lane to the southern corporate limit of Leesburg in Loudoun County, as 

described in the attached materials.  
 

Adopted by the Transportation Planning Board Steering Committee at its regular meeting on November 6, 2015. 
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Previous
Funding

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
CAPITAL COSTS (in $1,000)

FY 2015 - 2020

Source 
Total 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

Source                  Fed/St/Loc 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
FY FY FY FY FY FY

Secondary
Minnieville Road Construct 4-Lane Divided Roadway

Facility: VA  Minnieville Road 
From: VA  Spriggs Road 

To: VA  Dumfries Road 

Title: Minnieville Road Construct 4-Lane Divided RoadwayAgency ID: PWC0012   VSP5e

Description: Minnieville Road Construct 4-Lane Divided Roadway within cited limits.

Complete: 2020TIP ID: 5392 Project Cost: $28,040
BD 0/0/100 3,275 b

13,552 c

Local 0/0/100 18,040 c 18,040

REVSH 50/50/0 1,750 a
3,830 b
4,420 c

10,000

28,040Total Funds:

Add Project to FY 2015-2020 TIPAmendment: Approved on: 11/6/2015
Amend this project into the FY 2015-2020 TIP with $10 million in Revenue Sharing funds (50/50 state and local) and $18.04 million in local funding in FY 2016.

Urban
Sycolin Road

Facility: Sycolin Road 
From: Tolbert lane 

To: Leesburg S Corporate Limits 

Title: Sycolin RoadAgency ID: 102895

Description: Widen Sycolin Road from two to four lanes between the above cited limits. This segment is part of a larger project included in the regional air quality conformity analysis (VU33: 
Widen Sycolin Rd. between VA 7/US 15 Bypass and Leesburg SCL).

Complete:TIP ID: 6203 Project Cost: $13,500
AC 100/0/0 3,481 c 3,481

REVSH 0/50/50 1,500 b1,000 a 3,500 c 5,000

RSTP 80/20/0 2,019 c 2,019

10,500Total Funds:

Add FundingAmendment: Approved on: 11/6/2015
Add $5 million in Revenue Sharing (with local match) to FY 2016 and FY 2018, $2.02 million in RSTP and state matching funds to FY 2017, and $3.481 million in Advanced Construction funding 
to FY 2018.

1Urban VDOT V -X - Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations Included a - PE  b - ROW Acquisition  c - Construction  d - Study  e - Other
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Letters Sent/Received Since the September 16th TPB Meeting 

DATE:  November 12, 2015 

 

The attached letters were sent/received since the October 21 TPB meeting. The letters will be 

reviewed under Agenda Item 5 of the November 18 TPB agenda. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSES TO I-66 OUTSIDE THE BELTWAY 

COMMENTS AT THE 10/21/15 TPB MEETING- 11/6/15 

 

At the October 21, 2015 TPB meeting, a Board member commented on two VDOT responses to public 

comments regarding the  I-66 Outside the Beltway project.   According to Ms. Hamilton’s responses at 

the TPB meeting, supplemental responses are shown below, along with the original public comment and 

VDOT’s original written response.  

9.  ORIGINAL COMMENT AND RESPONSE:  
 
VDOT should share an evaluation of the proposed Phase 1 of the project before it is voted into the CLRP.  
 
The Preferred Alternative and Phase 1 were presented to the Commonwealth Transportation Board on 
September 15, 2015.  Public Information Meetings regarding the Preferred Alternative and Phase 1 are 
scheduled for October 19, 20 and 21, 2015. 
 
#9 BOARD MEMBER COMMENT AT 10/21/15 MEETING: NOT MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT LATER 
PHASES (AFTER PHASE 1) WAS AVAILABLE AT PUBLIC MEETINGS 
  
SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE:   
Information on subsequent phases was not available at the public meetings, which was stated in the 
presentation. Right now VDOT is only looking at Phase 1, and future phases will come on line based on 
the demand in the corridor.  
 
 
14. ORIGINAL COMMENT AND RESPONSE: 
 
VDOT still has not evaluated the “Do No Harm” alternative proposed by the community to eliminate 
impacts to the Dunn Loring area.  
 
The project team has been working closely with the community on the I-66/I-495 interchange.  As 
requested by the community, we have also analyzed the “Open Section” or “Do No Harm” alternative.  As 
noted in the Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation and the Draft Environmental Assessment, the No-Build 
Alternative and “Open Section” (referenced as “Do No Harm”) Alternative does not appear to adequately 
address the Purpose and Need for the project, and a preliminary analysis showed that these alternatives 
would result in significant operational and safety issues along the mainline of I-66 in both directions.  
Updated analysis results will be available at the Public Information Meetings in October 2015 and the 
final findings will be published in the revised Transportation Technical Report later this year. 
 
#14 BOARD MEMBER COMMENT AT 10/21/15 MEETING: RESULTS OF VDOT’s ANALYSIS OF THE “DO NO  
HARM” ALTERNATIVE WERE NOT AVAILABLE AT THE OCTOBER PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE:  The I-66 project team has completed a detailed analysis of the "Do no 
harm" / Open Section Alternative.  The results of the analysis will be posted on the project website 
(www.Transform66.org) and can be provided upon request.  
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METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Kanti Srikanth, TPB Staff Director 

SUBJECT:  Announcements and Updates 

DATE:  November 12, 2015 

 

The attached documents provide updates on activities that are not included as separate items on 

the TPB agenda. 
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777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Transportation Planning Board 

FROM:  Jon Schermann, Department of Transportation Planning 

SUBJECT:  October TPB Work Session on Policy Aspects to Include in the Regional Freight Plan 

DATE:  November 13, 2015 

 

BACKGROUND 

At the July meeting, TPB Chair Phil Mendelson asked that Board members be given an opportunity to 
review the draft National Capital Region Freight Plan currently under development, including an 
opportunity to provide policy input to the plan as a complement to the technical aspects developed 
by the Freight Subcommittee and staff. This request resulted in the organization and conduct of a 
dedicated TPB Work Session held immediately prior to the October 21 TPB meeting, as a first step 
toward an eventual policy element.  

OVERVIEW OF WORK SESSION 

At the October 21 Work Session, facilitated by TPB First Vice Chairman Timothy Lovain, participants—
Board members, freight stakeholders, and jurisdiction staff—discussed a number of policy issues 
related to freight in the Washington region, including transport of hazardous materials, the shared 
use of freight rail lines by both passenger and freight trains, and the interrelationship of land use and 
freight transportation. The group reviewed a draft list, prepared by staff, of potential policy topic 
areas for which policy statements could be prepared under Board direction. This draft list is attached 
to the end of this memorandum. 

During his closing comments, Mr. Lovain provided the following list of underlying principles discussed 
during the work session: 

 Maximizing public safety in our freight planning activities 
 Facilitating land use compatibility and coexistence with respect to freight transportation 
 Prioritizing freight infrastructure investments, especially those related to activity centers and 

intermodal facilities 
 Serving the region’s economic development goals, including those in the Regional 

Transportation Priorities Plan 
 Protecting the environment 

A briefing on the work session to the Board during the afternoon meeting was planned but not 
executed due to time constraints. 

WRITTEN MATERIALS PROVIDED IN ADVANCE OF THE WORK SESSION 

Prior to the work session, a package of read ahead materials was provided to Board members. This 
packet can be viewed in its entirety on the TPB website. This package included the following items: 
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 Agenda of the October 21 Work Session 
 Selected Policy / Strategy Statements from Virginia, Maryland, and District of Columbia 

Planning Documents 
 MAP-21 National Freight Policy 
 Stakeholder input from the Maryland Department of Transportation, the District Department 

of Transportation, Virginia Railway Express, the City of Bowie, the City of Frederick, Frederick 
County, and CSX Corporation 

 Table of Contents of the Draft Regional Freight Plan 

NEXT STEPS 

Based on input received during the October TPB Work Session as well as the content of current and 
upcoming Freight Subcommittee and TPB Technical Committee discussions, staff will craft a new 
policy section of the draft plan. Staff anticipates that this new policy section of the plan, as well as 
the overall plan, including the technical sections, will be brought to the Board for review and 
potential TPB action for approval in early 2016. 

If you have any questions please contact Jon Schermann at jschermann@mwcog / (202) 962-3317. 
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Potential Policy Topic Areas 

For Discussion at TPB Work Session 

October 21, 2015 

DRAFT 

 

TPB staff has compiled this list of policy topic areas for Board members to consider for inclusion in a 
to-be-developed policy chapter the National Capital Region Freight Plan. The TPB may choose to 
make a policy statement on some or all of the following topic areas: 

1. The shared use of freight rail lines by both passenger and freight trains. 

2. The collaboration among agencies and between agencies and the private sector on freight 
planning and operations concerns. 

3. The routing and/or modes used for the shipping of hazardous materials affecting the region. 

4. Information sharing on hazardous materials being shipped to or through the Region, 
including real-time notifications and long-term planning information. 

5. The conduct of first responder training and exercise activities regarding freight in general and 
hazardous materials in particular. 

6. The prioritization of freight-related transportation projects, particularly those that will have 
significant safety benefits.  

7. Freight’s role in regional economic development, including the role of the Region’s airports. 

8. The accommodation of freight deliveries within the Region’s activity centers. 

9. Freight-related performance measurement in the context of overall regional performance 
measurement. 

10. Positioning the Region to take advantage of freight-related new technologies or emerging 
business practices. 
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CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2016 Call for Applications 

 

Community leaders and interested citizens from across the Washington region are invited to apply 

for membership on the 2015 Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) to the National Capital Region 

Transportation Planning Board (TPB).  

 

WHAT IS THE CAC? 
 

The CAC is a group of 15 people who represent diverse viewpoints on regional transportation issues, 

including long-term planning concerns, and short-term policies and programs. The TPB itself is the 

body that coordinates transportation planning for the entire metropolitan Washington region. The 

TPB includes elected local officials, representatives from transportation agencies and other key 

officials. Staff for the TPB is provided by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG). 

The mission of the TPB Citizens Advisory Committee is:  

1. to promote public involvement in transportation planning for the region, and  

2. to provide independent, region-oriented citizen advice to the TPB on transportation plans 

and issues.   

 

The 15 members of the CAC are either elected or appointed. Every fall, six members are elected by 

the current CAC to serve in the coming year. The other nine members are appointed by the TPB each 

January. The membership is evenly divided between the District of Columbia, Suburban Maryland 

and Northern Virginia. According to TPB procedures, the CAC membership should represent 

environmental, business and civic interests in transportation, including appropriate representation 

from low-income, minority and disabled groups and from the geographical area served by the TPB.  

 

The CAC meets every month on the second Thursday evening, six days prior to the monthly TPB 

meeting (the TPB always meets on the third Wednesday of the month). The CAC meetings are from 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, 777 North Capitol 

St, NE, Washington, DC 20002.  

 

RECENT COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 

The CAC acts in an advisory role to the TPB and offers comments to the board reflecting the 

committee’s diverse viewpoints. Over the years, the CAC has focused on key regional transportation 

issues, such as the transportation funding shortfall, environmental concerns and emergency 

preparedness issues.  

 

The CAC acts in an advisory role to the TPB and offers comments to the board reflecting the 

committee’s diverse viewpoints. Over the years, the CAC has focused on key regional transportation 

issues, such as the transportation funding shortfall, environmental concerns and emergency 

preparedness issues. In recent years, the CAC has been an integral player in calling for improved 

transportation and land-use coordination and in promoting a more robust process for establishing 

regional transportation priorities. The committee has also consistently called for enhancements in 

the TPB’s public participation activities.  
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CAC 2016 – Call for Applications   2 

For more information on the CAC’s activities, including committee reports and agendas, please 

visit www.mwcog.org/transportation/committee/cac. 

 

APPLICANTS:  

 Should be able to attend monthly meetings at the Council of Governments.  

 Should be willing to serve for a one-year term.  

 Should complete the attached application form. Completed applications will be considered 

by the members of the CAC when they select six individuals to serve on next year’s CAC and 

by the TPB chair and vice chairs when they nominate nine additional individuals to serve on 

the CAC.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION, PLEASE CONTACT:   

Bryan Hayes 

Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments 

777 North Capitol St., NE 

Suite 300 

Washington, DC  20002 

(202) 962-3273  

Fax: (202) 962-3201 

bhayes@mwcog.org 

December 4, 2015 
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