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10:45
4.
Review of Plastic Bag Report
John Snarr, COG staff 
To address the issue of plastic bag pollution of the region’s waterways, COG Board Resolution R19-09 (Att. 4a) directs the committee, in concert with various technical committees, to survey the effectiveness of measures taken elsewhere to reduce the incidence of such pollution, to review data on the incidence of such pollution locally and to analyze the effectiveness of any existing local recycling programs that address this issue. Mr. Snarr will review a draft staff report (Att. 4b) addressing these issues.
Recommended Action: Endorse draft report for presentation to COG Board.
11:00
5.
Introduction to Potomac Conservancy
Hedrick Belin, president

Potomac Conservancy
Mr. Belin will discuss the work of the non-profit Potomac Conservancy, focusing on its initiatives to reduce pollution from urban stormwater runoff. The Conservancy has highlighted this issue in its last “State of the Nation’s River” report (Att. 5). Mr. Belin will discuss the Conservancy’s programs for community engagement and watershed improvement and provide his perspective on regulatory versus voluntary approaches to addressing water quality issues.

Recommended Action: Receive briefing
11:30
6.
Discussion of Septic Policy Recommendation
Karl Berger, COG staff
After its discussion of Maryland’s new policy requiring the owners of all new or replacement septic systems in the state’s “Critical Areas” to install nitrogen removal technology and of the attendant situation in Virginia, the committee directed staff to draft a recommended COG policy on future septic system legislation.  Mr. Berger will present the staff recommendation (Att. 6).
Recommended action: Approve staff’s draft policy on future septic system legislation for inclusion in COG’s 2010 legislative policy positions as endorsed by the COG Board.
11:40
7.
Update on Community Engagement Campaign
Samantha Villegas, campaign chair

Loudoun Water

Ms. Villegas will brief the committee on the budget and work program of COG’s Community Engagement Campaign. The regional campaign, in which area drinking water and waste water utilities together with local government public information officers are participating, is designed to inform the public of key issues, such as the challenge of maintaining infrastructure.

Recommended action: Receive report and provide comments as appropriate.
11:50
8.
Staff Updates
various COG staff
· Bay policy discussion at COG Board Retreat

· Letter in response to Connolly bill on stormwater management (Att. 8)
· Greater Washington 2050 Compact developments 

· Climate, Energy and Environment Policy Committee
11:55
9.
New Business
Members
12:00
10.
Adjourn

(The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 20, 2009, 10 a.m. – 12 noon.)
Enclosures/Handouts:

Item 2

DRAFT meeting summary of July 17, 2009

Item 3a

Discussion draft of “Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009”
Item 3b

COG staff summary of Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009 discussion draft

Item 3c

Executive Order Section 202 draft reports news release; the reports are available at
following web link:  http://executiveorder.chesapeakebay.net/

Item 4a

COG Board Resolution R19-09
Item 4b

Draft report on plastic bag pollution
Item 5

“State of the Nation’s River” 2008 report
Item 6

Draft COG policy on septic system legislation

Item 8

COG letter of Sept. 3, 2009, to Sen. Ben Cardin

Chesapeake Bay and Water Resources Policy Committee





Date: 	Sept. 18, 2009


Time:  10:00 a.m. – 12 noon*		


Place:	Third Floor Board Room


777 North Capitol Street, NE


Washington, DC 20002





*Lunch will be available for committee members and alternates after the meeting.





Meeting Agenda





10:00	1.	Introductions and Announcements	Hon. Cathy Drzyzgula, Chair


City of Gaithersburg








10:05	2.	Approval of Meeting Summary for July 17, 2009	Chair Drzyzgula





Recommended action: Approve DRAFT Meeting Summary (Att. 2). 








10:10	3.	Bay Program Developments	Elaine Schaeffer, WRTC


Chair, Fairfax County





Ted Graham, COG staff


Watershed Implementation Plans


Chesapeake Bay Ecosystem Restoration Act


Executive Order Reports





Ms Schaeffer, chair of COG’s Water Resources Technical Committee (WRTC) and Mr. Graham of COG staff will brief the committee on several recent developments. These include a roundtable discussion that the WRTC held on Sept. 10 with EPA and state officials on the status of watershed implementation plans, the release of Sen. Ben Cardin’s discussion draft (Att. 3a and 3b) of his bill to reauthorize Section 117 of the Clean Water Act, and the release on Sept. 10 of several draft reports in connection with the President’s Executive Order on Bay restoration (Att. 3c). COG staff also will present comments from WRTC members on the discussion draft of Cardin’s bill.





Recommended Action:


Prepare presentation summarizing these developments for the October 14 COG Board meeting.


Authorize staff to finalize COG comments on discussion draft of Cardin bill, which are due Sept. 22.
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