
Resolution R33-2018 
September 12, 2018 

 
METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, NE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20002 

 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING COG TO FURTHER EXPLORE ADDRESSING THE REGION’S HOUSING NEEDS 

 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG) is comprised of the 

24 jurisdictions of the National Capital Region's local governments and their governing officials, plus 
area members of the Maryland and Virginia legislatures and the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives, and COG provides a focus for action on issues of regional concern; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Transportation Planning Board Chairman briefed the COG Board in April 2018 
on the endorsed initiatives of the Long-Range Plan Task Force (LRPTF) that were found to have the 
most potential to significantly improve the performance of the region’s transportation system 
compared to current plans and programs, including the need for additional housing in the region; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, at the COG Leadership Retreat in July 2018 the Board engaged in discussions on 
the region’s current housing production challenges, housing affordability, and the potential need for 
additional housing in the future to support likely new job growth; and  

 
WHEREAS, retreat participants generally agreed that housing production is a regional 

challenge that needs to be addressed to ensure that the growth of jobs does not continue to outpace 
the growth of housing. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE METROPOLITAN 

WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS THAT: 
 

The board supports additional research to address the increasing demand for housing in the 
region and directs the Executive Director, or his designee, to work with the following committees and 
boards on the below next steps:  

 
a. Direct the Planning Directors Technical Advisory Committee (PDTAC), and the Housing Directors 

Advisory Committee (HDAC), to assess the region’s ability to accommodate the estimated need 
for slightly more than 100,000 housing units beyond those currently anticipated in the 
Cooperative Forecasts with a focus on affordable and work force housing regionally.  

 
b. Building on the adopted Region Forward goals and targets, the PDTAC should examine the 

optimal incentives for adding additional housing, with an emphasis on preservation and 
production within the Regional Activity Centers and around high capacity transit stations and 
work to update future Cooperative Forecasts as needed. 

 
c. Direct that the PDTAC and HDAC work with the Region Forward Coalition, and key regional 

business, civic, and philanthropic organizations to assess ways to assist local governments with 
meeting the enhanced housing production targets while ensuring that future growth creates truly 
inclusive communities.  

 



d. The PDTAC should also include an assessment of factors or impediments to adding more 
housing units such as lack of critical public infrastructure (transportation, schools, water and 
sewer).  

 
e. Reaffirm the work underway within PDTAC to identify current local government planning efforts 

that support the initiatives of the TPB Long-Range Plan Task Force. 
 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing resolution was adopted by the COG Board of 

Directors on September 12, 2018. 
Laura Ambrosio 
COG Communications Specialist 

 


